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December 4, 2006

Mr. Tom Loranger

Washington State Department of Ecology
F.O. Box 47775

Olymipia, WA S8504-7775

Re: Draft Report of Examination

Lake Tapps Reservoir Water Supply Project
Applications 52-29920, R2-29935, and 52-29934

Dear Mr. Loranger:

Thank you for providing Cascade Water Alliance (Cascade) with the opportunity to
comment on the Draft Report of Examination (DROE) for the Lake Tapps Water Rights.
Cascade very much appreciates the time, effort, and experiise that the Depariment of
Ecology (Ecology) and other representatives and consultants have contributed o the
development of these water rights over the past several years. The DROE reflects and
captures this expertise and collaborative work, Cascade's significant comments
regarding the DROE, including text corrections and clarification, are noted below.
These and other additional suggestions for revisions to the DROE are reflected in the
attached red-lina and strike-out version of the DROE.

1. Municipal Water Right Applications

The Lake Taps Reservoir Water Supply Project includes three municipal water right
applications with a total annual limit of 72 400 acre-feet. The water right
applications inciude;

= Diversion from the White River ($2-29820)

= Storage in Lake Tapps (R2-29935)

+ Withdrawal from Lake Tapps (52-29934)

The quantity of water sought in the original municipal water rights applications s
72,400 acre-feel per year, The annual quantity limit of 72,400 acre-feet for these
three rights is sufficient only to supply the Water Supply Project (WSP). Therefore,

water appropriated under the municipal water nght cannol be expeacted to promote
environmenial goals.

Unfortunately, the DROE conflates the uses of water under the existing claim and
the prospeclive parmit. We have attempted to address this issue where we
believed confusion exists. In other cases, we have questioned (by side comments)
whether the language should apply to the claim or the prospective permit. Also,
careful review should be given of the term “permit holder” to assure that when used
in the DROE, it means the holder of the new water rights and not the holder of the
claim; e.g., 5.3.11 and 5.3.12.
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While the prospective municipal water right permit and the existing claim must be managed
cooperatively to achieve the intended results, the DROE must clearly designate the responsibility
of each for accomplishing the intended rasults.

2. Operating Priorities for Lake Tapps Reservoir Water Storage

The Provisions and Conditions in Section 5 of the DROE indicate that maintenance of laks
levels has a lower priority than reservoir releases for maintaining river water quality and
MIFs. The Lake Tapps reservoir operational priorities cited in Section 2.3.5 in the paragraph
baginning, "The following priaritization would govemn how waler being stored in Lake Tapps
will be used” should be changed to the following pririty, 1o be consistent with the DROE
Section 5 Provisions and Conditions. In the listing below, No. 1 has the highest priority and
No. 4 has the lowest priorily.

The WSP

Lake water quality (flushing flows)

The Fall Drawdown or Augmentation Plan
Target lake levels

Bt by o=

3. Combine Diversion Minimization Plan, Lake Tapps Water Quality Study, Tailrace
Discharge Study and Water Quality Compliance Plan into One Comprehensive Study

The DROE requires completion of multiple studies, including a Diversion Minimization Plan
{Section 5.3.11), the Lake Tapps Water Quality Study (Section 5.3.10a), and a Tailrace
Discharge Study (Seclion 5.3 10b). In addition. a Water Quality Compliance Plan (Section
5.3.12) may also be required, if needed, based on the results of these three studies. The
common goal of all of these studies and plans is to evaluate the best way to operate the
project to meet flow, water quality, and lake level goals. These studies are required to
evaluate operations necessary to meet various environmental goals including, but not limited
to, Instream Flow and Ramping Rates (Section 5.3.5), MIF Compliant Diversion {Section
5.3.6), Fall Augmentation (Section 5.3.7), and Diversion Minimization (Section 5.3.11). The
DROE specifies that the outcomes from these studies will be used to modify operation of the
reservoir (including reservoir fill, storage, lake stage, and releases), subject to approval by
Ecology.

Cascade agrees that these studies are useful to determine the bast way (0 operate the project
to meet environmental goals. However, the studies described in Sections 5.3.10, 5.3.11, and
5§.3.12 should be combined into one comprehensive analysis to evaluate how all of the
aspects of the project could be operated (White River diversion schedule, reservoir storage,
stage and releases) to achieve the best possibie outcoma for environmental goals and
requirements. This approach avoids separate studies that could lead to different and possibly
conflicting cperational recommendations.

4. MIF Compliant Diversion

In Section 2.3.4.1, the DROE states that, "Under this mitigation fow companent, when flows
are pradicted to be below the minimum insiream fow al the Puyallup River at the Puyallup
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River gage (USGS #1210500), diversions would be reduced by an amount equal fo the
differsnce belween the predicted flow and the minimum instream flow (MIFY. This sentence
should be changed to state, "Under this mitigation flow component, when flows are predicted
o be balow the minimum instream flow at the Puyallup River al the Puyaliup River gage
(USGS #1210500), diversions would be reduced by an amount equal fo the lesser of the
difference batween the predicted flow and the minimum insfream Row (MIF) or the amount
being diverfed from Lake Tapps for the WSP". The text in Section 5.3.6 should also be
changed to reflect this comment.

Water Quality Compliance Plan

In Section 5.3.12, the DROE states that a Water Quality Compliance Plan will ba developed
and submitted after studies are completed to determine how the project should be operated.
Cascade agrees that the parmit holder should complete studies to determine the best way to
operate the project to meet environmental goals, including water quality. Cascade agrees
that meeting water quality standards is an appropriate goal for the project, to the axtent
achievable while at the same time meeling other environmental goals (for example, instream
flow requirements). Cascade also agrees that a Water Quality Compliance Plan should be
prepared to reflact the achievable water quality that will result from operating the project in
accordance with the operational protocol to ba developed and approved by Ecology.

However, the DROE further states in Section 5.3.12 that "F the parmil holder demonsirates (o
Ecofogy that it is nol reasonable or feasible lo fully comply with water quality standards in
discharges from Lake Tapps, a use affainability analyais {LIAA) or other available regulatory
process may be pursued lo address such noncompliance fo the extent it may be necessary”.
This statemeant should be deleted from the DROE.

The DROE should not set up an expactation that the parmit holder is responsible for leading a
LIAA or other regulatory process to address non-compliance with standards if multi-benefit
operational studies determine that water quality standards cannot be met. This is because
many of the factors that influence water quality are beyond the permit holder's control (such
as heat loading to the reservoir, non-point source loads to the reservoir and upstream basin).
Factors within the permit holder's control (diversions, reservoir stage, releases, flushing flows)
will be addressed in the approved protocol. Any water quality compliance issues that remain
after completion of multi-benefit operational studies and development of an operational
protocol can be aporopriately addressed during aspects of project permitting (such as 401
Water Quality Cartification).

. Fall Flow Augmeantation

Section 5.3.7 of the DROE states, “For the purpose of avoiding polential adverse affect fo
spawning fish during the Fall, when the Puyallup River fow is projected fo be below the MIF
in October, the release from Lake Tapps through the taflrace shall be at least the lesser of 50
ofs or the amount necessary o meai the MIF. When the Puyallup River flow is projected fo
be below the MIF during the fall drawdown penod, the outfiows from Lake Tapps shall be at
least the lesser of 300 cfs or the amount necessary fo meet the MIF. The fall drawdown
period is defined as November 1 until the reservoir reaches winter low pool” Cascade agrees
that up to 50 cfs should be released in October for flow augmentation. However, additional
studies should be completed, as described in Comment No. 3, to determine whether flow
releases after October are necessary beyond 50 cfs and 1o evaluate how additional Fall flow
releases may affect the ability of the project to meet other environmental and flow goals. The
information from these studies should be used to determine whether the post-November 1
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10.

Fall fiow release of 300 cfs recommended in Section 5.3.7 of the DROE is justified and
necessary. Until such studies are complete, Cascade does not agree with increasing the Fall
release beyond the 50 cfs release during October,

Lake Tapps Water Quality

Further clarification is needed to define the term “Lake Water Quality® in tha DROE to avoid
confusion. The DROE text addressing lake waler quality should specifically reference
recreational/aesthetic uses to clarify the type of water quality. This should reduce the
uncertainty associated with defining "good water quality” in the lake and allow appropriate
water quality targets to be established that will support recreational/zesthelic use. This
approach 1s consistent with conclusions of Ecology's recent study of Lake Tapps, Lake Tapps
(Pierce County) Maonitoring Final Data Repaort (Hallock 2006) and with the results of recant
Lake Tapps monitoring cited in the DROE (Section 3.4.3.1).

Performance-Based Compliance Water Right Terms and Conditions

The DROE states that after completion of plans and studies that evaluale the best method to
operate the project to meet environmental goals (MIFs, water quality objectives, etc.), the
permit holder will submit a pratocol that describes the agreed-upon operational requirements
for the project.  After approval, the protocol will establish how the project is to be operated.
The DROE should reflect that: 1) The permit holdar's rasponsibility for meeting environmental
goals is imited to operation of reservoir fill'storage/releases for the proposed project in
accordance with the approved protocol, 2) The permit holder is not responsible for other
regional basin-wide factors (like climate change) that cause goals to be unmet, As an
exampile, the MIF Compliant Diversion requires that, “Gauging must be mainfained lo insure
that the MIF shortfalis are predictad with a false negative error rate of less than 10 percenf®
(Section 5.3.5). Inthis case, the DROE should reflect that the project is in compliance if the
White River diversions and Lake Tapps reservoir releases were operated in accordance with
the agreed-upon protocols and other measures will not be required.

Beneficial Use Analysis Criteria

In Section 4.2, the DROE states that the beneficial use analysis requires evaluating: *1) Is the
proposed use a beneficial use? 2) If so, does a reasonable basis exists fo conclude that the
proposed project in the apolications will beneficially use the water quantity sought within &
reasonable lime period? Cascade agrees with the first beneficial use test criteria and
analysis. Cascade requests that Ecology remove the second criteria for the beneficial use
analysis and associated information in Section 4.2 because a beneficial use test does not
require an evaluation of the length of time necessary to develop a project. The evaluation of
the timeliness of water use is parl of the process for developing a water right from permit to
certificate and is nct part of the process for evaluating the beneficial use criteria, If the
discussion is appropriate anywhere it should fall under the public interest prong of the test.

Location of River Diversion Intake and Lake Withdrawal Iintake

The DROE should consistently refer to the location of the paint of diversion from the White
River as remaining on the left bank of the White River at River Mile 24.3. Likewise, the DROE
should consistently refer to the point of withdrawal from Lake Tapps for the WSP as being the
current location of the intake for the hydroelectric project, or another location on Lake Tapps,
yet 1o ba datermined.
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11. Fish Screens

The permit holder will continue to operata and maintain the axisting fish screens and bypass
pipeline located downstream of the point of diversion from the White River. There are
currently no fish screens on the intake located on Lake Tapps that supplies waler to the
powerhouse. Therefore, requiring the installation of fish screens (Section 5.3.15) on any Lake
Tapps intake should only be conzsidered if scientific studies and further analyses support the
need for fish screens on a lake intake.

12. Location of Water Quality Monitoring Point for Lake Tapps Releases

13.

14.

135

16.

Section 5.3.10b in the DROE requires the permit holder to release water from Lake Tapps to
address potential MIF violations that may occur in the Puyallup River during Octobar. The
DROE also requires the permit holder to monitor the water quality of water released from
Lake Tapps. The water quality monitoring location should be the point of release of Lake
Tapps water at the existing powerhouse at the upstream end of the tailrace canal. The permit
holder cannot control the quantity or quality of water discharging to the tailrace canal
downstream of this location.

Tailrace Barrier

The FERC license and its terms and conditions were not accepted by Puget Sound Energy.
The icense requirements, including installation of a tailrace barrier, were prepared for a
baseline condition that no longer exists. Therefore, requiring the installation of a tailrace
barrier (Section 5.3.13) should only be considered if scientific studies and further analyses
support the need for a tailrace barrier.

Schedule for Water Right Conditions and other Provisions

To avoid confusion over the required implementation schedules for various water right
conditions, the DROE should include a figure that identifies when each water right condition
and other WSP requirements take effect. Aftached is an example of a figure describing the
slart dates and perods of implementation for each of the WSP Water Right Provisions and
Conditions and project features, Also attached are Tables 1 and 2 enumerating the new
monitoring features and their locations as identified in the DROE, and the operation and or
conatruction dates for features identified in the DROE, respectively.

Water Quality Study Schedules

To avoid potential schedule conflicts for water quality studies that require an approved Quality
Assurance Project Plan (QAPP), Cascade suggests the start of the water quality studies
reference either the approved QAPF or the issuance of the water right, whichever comes first.

Construction Schedule and Source Exchange

Flease note the proposed changes in the Development Schedule (Section 5.2) and Source
Exchange Program (Section 5.3.18) that are noted in the attached red-line and strixe-out
wversion of the DROE. The Development Schedule has been modified to describe all target
deadiines as a specific number of years from issuance of the permit, rather than specific
calendar dates. In addition, the language has been added to provide for a development
schedule with more than two phases.

The Source Exchange Program has been modified to include an alternate method of
identifying Priority Surface Waters.
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Thank you again for providing Cascade the opportunity to submit comments on the DROE. We
would like to meet with you at your convenience to discuss our comments in detail.

Cascade may be submitting additional comments later in the process as further information is
developed. We lock forward to conlinuing to work with you, and other interested parties, to
address these matters in a collaborative manner, and 1o achieve the expectations of all parties
involved in the Lake Tapps Reservoir Water Supply Project water rights.

Sincerely,

Michael A, G&‘

General Manager

Enclosures
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Puget Sound Energy (PSE) owns the lands and works of the former White River Hydroelectric
Project in Pierce County. The project was in operation from 1911 until January 15, 2004, and
during that period diverted up to 2000 cubic feet per second (cfs) of water from the White River
into Lake Tapps Reservoir. The diverted water was stored in Lake Tapps and released through a
power-generating facility to the White River via a tailrace 20.7 miles downstream from the point
of diversion. The portion of the White River between the diversion and the tailrace is primarily
located within the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe Reservation and is referred to as the “Reservation
Reach” (also referred to as the “bypass reach”).

These historic hydroelectric operations greatly reduced flows in the White River between the
diversion and the tailrace, resulting in significant impacts to fisheries and water quality. Prior to
1980, there were no minimum instream flow rules in effect for the White River. In 1980, the
State Department of Ecology (Ecology) adopted by rulemaking an Instream Resources Protection
Program for the Puyallup River Basin including the White River. Because the White River
project water right predated the instream flow rule it was not required to comply with the flows
established in the rule for the lower Puyallup River. The rule also “closed” the White River to
any further appropriations but did establish numeric flows for that river as was done for the
Puyallup River. A settlement agreement between PSE and the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe in 1986
established a minimum instream flow for the White River Reservation Reach of 130 cfs.

At the time the hydroelectric project was developed, the land surrounding Lake Tapps was rural
pasture and woodlands. By the 1990’s, Lake Tapps was surrounded by homes, a popular county
park had been created, and the I:akelake and park had become a significant resource for boating

process became highly contentious over resource issues. In 2000, PSE apphed for public water
supply/municipal water rights at the project and in 2001, PSE began negotiations with the
Cascade Water Alliance (CWA) to sell such water rights and the project facilities to CWA. CWA
represents a consortium of municipalities seeking to solve future water supply needs in the
growing Puget Sound urban area. In 2001, PSE entered into a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) with CWA. The MOU offered CWA the opportunity to purchase Lake Tapps, the
hydroelectric project, and PSE’s water right for the purpose of developing a regional water
supply. In January 2004, PSE discontinued power generation and in 20055 CWA and PSE signed
an-agreementfor-executed a term sheet Outllmng the condmons under Wthh CWA tewould
purchase the White River project;-eentin f : i al-wa

Comment [A1]: The White River
Hydroelectric Project was never licensed
by the FERC. PSE filed the Application
for License on November 23, 1983.




356
357
358
359
360
361
362
363
364
365
366
367
368
369
370
371
372
373
374
375
376
371
378
379
380
381
382
383
384
385
386
387
388
389
390
391
392
393
394
395
396
397
398
399
400
401
402
403
404

projeetamongotherfaetors. Since closing the hydropower project, PSE has continued to operate
the project for the benefit of the US Army Corps (USCOE) fish passage and divert water as

needed to maintain Eakelake levels in Lake Tapps and has released water from the project back
into the river as a flushing or pass through flow for the purpose of maintaining water quality.

In response to the water rights applications, the- Washington-State Departmentof Ecology

¢Ecology) has examined the facts associated with operating the project for municipal water
supply and prepared this Report of Examination (ROE). To approve the water right applications,
Ecology must issue written findings of fact and determine that each of the following four
requirements of RCW 90.03.290 has been satisfied:

1) Water is available for appropriation;

2) The proposed appropriation would be put to a beneficial use;

3) The proposed appropriation would not impair existing water rights; and,

4) The proposed appropriation would not be detrimental to the public interest.

This ROE first describes the proposed project and the water right applications filed. Second, it
presents Ecology’s investigations that form the basis of the decision. Third, it separately
evaluates each of the requirements of the four-part test. Finally, it presents the written findings of
fact and the decision.

This Report of Examination recommends that the permit be issued subject to higher minimum
instream flows, for fisheries and water quality purposes in the White River, and other conditions
that provide public benefits and protections to the instream resources. The report concludes that
the new project would:

e Provide a water supply to meet projected demands over the next 30-50 years within the
service area of the CWA members and could additionally provide a backup water supply
for other municipal providers in the region.

e Provide new minimum instream flows for threatened fall and spring run White River
Chinook Salmon.

e Reduce existing impacts to impaired salmon streams by requiring CWA members to use
water from the project to replace existing sources impacting such streams.

e Maintain Lake Tapps for the homeowners who have invested in their homes with the
reasonable expectation that they will continue to enjoy future lake recreation.

2.0 DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED WATER SUPPLY PROJECT

2.1 Project Location

The project site is located within the Puyallup-White River Watershed, Water Resource Inventory
Area (WRIA) 10. The project area, structures, and topography are shown on Figure 1 (modified
from Figure 1-1 of Technical Memorandum [TM] 1 [HDR 2002]).

2.2 White River Hydroelectric Project

PSE owns the facilities associated with the White River Hydroelectric Project, located on the
south side of the White River in Pierce County. From 1911 to January 15, 2004 the White River
Hydroelectric Project generated power by diverting water from the White River, storing it in Lake
Tapps, then releasing it back to the White River further downstream.

2.2.1 Water Rights
PSE’s water right for the hydropower project is based upon claims of pre-code water dating back
to 1895. Under the claims, PSE diverted up to 2,000 cfs from the White River for hydropower
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production. According to RCW 90.14.140(2)(a), water rights for power development are exempt
from relinquishment if annual license fees are paid.

A 1986 settlement agreement between the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe and PSE requires that PSE
maintain a minimum flow of 130 cfs in the White River at the Muckleshoot reservation boundary
and a 3,650 second-foot-day (sfd) water budget for fish transportation.

Since ceasing hydropower generation, PSE has applied to add additional purposes of use to their
water right claim (Claim #60822) to allow diversions for continuing recreation, reservoir
maintenance, and water quality in the lake. The change application, which was submitted to
Ecology on November 22, 2005, allows water to continue to be diverted from the White River for
the purpose of maintaining water quality and recreation in Lake Tapps, and providing flows for
the fish bypass structure and for fish or wildlife flow enhancement.

2.2.2 Hydroelectric Project Facilities

When in operation, the White River Hydroelectric Project diverted water from the White River at
RM 24.3 near the town of Buckley. Diverted water traveled through an 8-mile-long diversion
flewtineflow line consisting of flumes, canals, fish screens, five settling basins, and sections of
pipeline. Diverted water was stored in Lake Tapps Reservoir; a man-made reservoir consisting of
a series of dikes that impound water in natural topographic depressions that once held four small
lakes.
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Figure 1 - Lake Tapps Project Area (modified from Figure 1-1 of TM 1 [HDR 2002])
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Lake Tapps has a surface area of 2,700 acres and active storage capacity of 46,700 acre-feet.

a minimum of \515 ft ms]l, which corresponds with the bottom of the outlet works. __ - -/ Comment [A2]: Verify minimum
elevation.

The main outlet from Lake Tapps is a 12-foot-diameter concrete tunnel leading to the forebay,
penstocks, and ultimately the powerhouse and turbines of the White River Hydroelectric Project.
Released water flows through a 0.5-mile-long tailrace canal and back into the White River.
Water diverted into Lake Tapps and released from the tailrace bypasses the reach of the White
River between the diversion dam at RM 24.3 and the tailrace at RM 3.6 (Reservation Reach).

Downstream of the confluence of the tailrace and White River, the White River continues for 3.6
miles before joining the Puyallup River. The reach of the White River below the tailrace is
referred to in this ROE as the Lower White River. From the confluence with the White River, the
Puyallup River continues for 10.4 miles before entering Commencement Bay in Tacoma.

2.2.3 OperatingRulesHistoric Operating Procedures
2.2.3.1 Reservoir Operation

Historically, the lake has not been managed on a strict schedule of lake levels and releases, but
rather as necessary to meet essential goals of power production demand, recreational lake levels,
maintenance, and control the growth of aquatic plants. This has generally resulted in an annual
pattern of pool elevations that roughly consists of four seasons:

e Winter low pool - A period of at least several weeks in winter when the lake is drawn
down to elevations below 540 feet msl. Typically, the lake will be drawn down to an
elevation around 537 feet msl for several months, followed by about a month at elevation
below 530 feet msl. The lake is drawn down in winter to prevent the growth of aquatic
plants, and to allow for maintenance of the levees.

e Spring refill - less water is released from the lake than is diverted from the White River
during this period in order to raise the lake to summer recreational levels. Spring refill
typically lasts about 45 days starting in mid-April and requires storing water at an
average rate of around 340 cfs. On individual days the rate of storage may vary between
200 to 600 cfs.

e Summer recreation - the lake is maintained at recreational levels between 541.5 and 543
feet for the summer recreation season, which has historically been from Memorial Day to
Labor Day.

e Fall drawdown - more water is released from the lake than is diverted from the White
River in order to draw the lake down to winter low pool. Fall drawdown typically begins
towards the end of September and has a variable length, but usually requires releasing
approximately 100 to 300 cfs more than is being diverted into the lake.

2.2.3.2 Minimum Instream Flows

For the purposes of modeling the impacts of the project on the White and Puyallup Basins we
have considered the Agency 10(j) minimum instream flows measured in the White River above
Boise Creek at Buckley (U.S. Geological Survey [USGS] # 12099200) as the current minimum
instream flows applicable to the White River. These flows are referred as Agency 10(j) flows
because Ecology, in conjunction with the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife, the
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, the Puyallup Tribe of Indians, and the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Fisheries Service, developed the flows as a
recommendation to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) under section 10(j) of
the Federal Power Act. The Agency 10(j) minimum flows vary by season with lower flows
required in winter and spring, and higher flows in fall. PSE has agreed to manage-operate its

11
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diversions into Lake Tapps m—a—maﬂner—eeﬂsas%em—wﬁ-h—mamt-amg—shes% subject to the

requirements of the Agency 10(j) hninimum flows as a condition of the change to its claim on the

White River that is being processed contemporaneously with this Repert-of ExamROE.

2.2.3.3 Ramping Rates

Ramping rates are limits on the rate that the water level in a river can change as a result of a
project action. The ramping rates in Table 1 currently apply to decreases (down-ramping) in flow
resulting from diversion from the White River and releases-flows from the tailrace. At the
diversion dam, down-ramping rates apply only when flows are 2,000 cfs or less.

Table 1 - Ramping Rates for the Reservation Reach of the White River

Season
February 16 to June 15
June 16 to October 31
November 1 to February 15

Daylight Rates'
No Ramping Allowed
1 inch/hour

Night Rates
2 inches/hour

1 inch/hour

2 inches/hour 2 inches/hour

1) Daylight is defined as 1 hour before sunrise to 1 hour after sunset.

In addition to the hourly down-ramping rates, the flow in the Reservation Reach may not be
decreased by more than 50 percent in a 24-hour period.

2.3 Proposed Water Supply Project

2.3.1 Water Rights and Place of Use

PSE has submitted the following three interrelated water right applications to the Ecology for the
purposes of developing a water supply project (hereafter WSP) to provide municipal water
supply.

1. S2-29920 (filed on June 20, 2000) seeks a surface water permit to divert up to 2000 cfs,
not to exceed a withdrawal of 72,400 acre feet per year (af’y), from the White River for
the WSP. The application commits that the total combined diversion of water under the
hydropower claim and this new application would not exceed the 2000 cfs maximum
diversion under the hydropower claim.

2. R2-29935 (filed on September 15, 2000) seeks a reservoir permit to store in Lake Tapps
up to 2,000 cfs of water, not to exceed a withdrawal of 72,400 af/y that would be diverted
from the river for the WSP pursuant to application S2-29920; and,

3. S2-29934 (filed on September 15, 2000) seeks a secondary permit to divert water from
Lake Tapps for consumptive use as a municipal, commercial, and industrial water supply.
The application requests a maximum instantaneous rate of 150 cfs, with an average
annual rate of 100 cfs, and a maximum annual quantity of 72,400 af/y. Water would be
diverted from the forebay of the hydropower project, or some other appropriate location
to be determined, and then be treated and transmitted into a regional distribution system.

Under the change decision to PSE’s existing claim made contemporaneously with this decision,
the maximum diversion is 500 cfs during the spring refill period and 375 cfs at other times
(subject to other limitations) for all authorized purposes except the hydropower purpose.

TFhese-wWater rights would be granted under applications S2-29920, R2-29935 and S2-29934
will be used in conjunction with the existing hydropower right-weuld-be-tsed to provide a
regional municipal water supply within a specified Place of Use (POU). The POU establishes the
geographical area in which area purveyors may incorporate water from Lake Tapps as a part of
their supply source, for source exchange, as an operational supply (supplemental to other

12

Comment [A3]: The Lake Tapps
hydropower water right is subject to
operate under the conditions of the
Modified 10(j) minimum flows. It is not
possible to maintain the minimum flows
when flows in the White River above the
diversion are below the minimum flows.
Therefore, the ROE text referring to
minimum instream flows in the White
River should be rephrased to indicate that
the WSP would operate under the
conditions of the minimum flows, rather
than maintaining minimum flows.
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supplies) to accommodate conjunctive use of surface water and groundwater supplies, or to
support system reliability during emergency and/or drought events.

The POU is shown on Figure 2, (TM 8 HDR 2002), which references township, range, and
section boundaries for legal description purposes. The POU includes all King County urban
growth areas (UGAs) and Utility Service Areas identified in the Central Puget Sound Regional
Water Supply Outlook (Outlook) (CPSWSF, 2001), the Pierce County UGAs and Utility Service
Areas in the Outlook (CPSWSF, 2001) except the Cities of Dupont, Eatonville, Roy, the Fort
Lewis and McChord military bases, and the McKenna, Southwood, Graham Hill, Eldorado, and
Chinook water systems. The POU also includes the Gig Harbor peninsula and the portion of the
Olympic View Water District in Snohomish County that is partially supplied by the Seattle Public
Utilities (SPU).

2.3.2 Water Supply Project Facilities

The WSP would use many of the existing structures from PSE's White River Hydroelectric
Project. Water for the WSP would be diverted from the White River using the existing diversion
dam, would travel down the existing flewhineflow line, and would be stored in Lake Tapps
Reservoir. The WSP would withdraw water from the forebay of the hydropower facility, or
another location to be determined, and treat it to meet drinking water standards before conveying
it to a regional water distribution system. A simplified schematic of the relationship between the
WSP, Lake Tapps, and the White and Puyallup Rivers is shown on Figure 3 (modified from
Figure 1-2 of TM 1 [HDR 2002]).

The following new facilities would be constructed as part of the project: raw water intake pipe,
water treatment plant, and a transmission pipeline with booster pumps as needed. No changes are
proposed to the diversion dam, diversion canal, or Lake Tapps Reservoir as a direct result of the
WSP. Replacement of the diversion dam is planned as a component of another project. TMs 2
and 5 describe the project features and treatment system in greater detail (HDR 2002).

A Water Treatment Plant Feasibility Study (TM 5) was conducted as part of the Lake Tapps
Reservoir Water Right Feasibility Report. The Treatment Plant Feasibility Study concluded that
there was a suitable site for construction of a treatment plant and that the site had no known
environmental or permitting issues that would preclude its construction. The feasibility study
included the preliminary selection of a treatment process that would meet Washington State
Department of Health (WDOH) standards. The selected treatment process includes an inlet
control structure, screens, flocculation tanks, membrane filtration, granular activated carbon beds,
wash water recovery, and solids recovery. Because the initial phase of the water supply
development is not scheduled to be needed until 2024, modification of the selected treatment
process is anticipated in response to future technological advances. The final treatment
configuration will be subject to review and approval by WDOH.

13
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Figure 3 - White & Puyallup Rivers and Lake Tapps Reservoir Schematic Plan (modified from TM 1

Figure 1-2 [HDR 2002])
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| 2.3.3 Proposed Operating Procedures-Rules
2.3.3.1 Proposed Reservoir Operations
PSE has indicated that with the WSP reservoir operations would follow a similar seasonal pattern
to historical conditions, but with several changes. The green band shown in Figure 4 is the
proposed target lake elevation with the WSP. The goal of operations would be to maintain the
lake within the green band to the extent that hydrologic conditions and other operating priorities
(such as environmental mitigation) allow. If insufficient water is available due to drought
conditions or other reasons then the lake levels will be reduced below the targets shown on Figure
4 to meet the other operational priorities, such as White River and Puyallup River MIFs and
White River water quality.

545

540

535

/

530

525

Lake Elevation in feet

—— Average Lake Elevation (1990-2002)
—Target Lake Elevation with Water Supply Project
= Minimum Operating Elevation of the Water Supply

520 -

515

510 T T T
Oct-01 Nov-01  Dec-01 Jan-01 Feb-01  Mar-01 Apr-01  May-01 Jun-01 Jul-01 Aug-01 Sep-01

Figure 4 - Comparison of Historical Lake Elevations with Target Lake Elevations for the Water
Supply Project.

The target operating range differs from the adopted pattern for historical operations primarily
because of the specified recreational period. An agreement between PSE and the Lake Tapps
Community (dated March 31, 2004), established that the goal is to maintain the lake at an

| elevation between 541.5 and 543 feet msl from April 15 through October 31. While PSE had no
requirement in its existing right to follow a specific time period for maintaining certain reservoir

| levels, the agreement with the Lake Tapps community insureslengthens the target recreational
period both earlier in spring and later in fall. However, it does not guarantee that recreational
levels would be met, because according to the prioritization system proposed by PSE use of water
for recreation is a lower priority than use for the WSP or for instream mitigation flows. The
proposed priorities for releases/use of water in Lake Tapps are defined in Section 2.3.5. |

2.3.3.2 Minimum Instream Flows

lAs noted in section 2.2.3.2, PSE has agreed pursuant to the change of its claim, to operate the

diversion into Lake Tapps in accordance with Agency 10(j) flows. Under the terms of this ROE,
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diversion of water for the WSP ,from the White River would be subject to the “Modified 10(j)”
minimum flows measured at the diversion dam (Table 2).!

Table 2 - Minimum Instream Flows

Month Agency 10(j) Modified 10(j)
Minimum Flow | Minimum Flow
January 306 350
February 299 350
March 308 350
April 314/364 400
May 373 400
June 333 400
July 339 500
August 342 500
September 342 500
October 490 500
November 385/310 385/350
December 304 350

These flows are a condition of approving the WSP as an enhancement over the baseline Agency
10(j) flows and are more beneficial for instream flows in the White River. Increases to the
minimum instream flow requirement above the Agency 10(j) flows are allowable under the
additional authority to impose such restrictions when issuing a “new” water right.

Figure 5 shows the variation in the Agency 10(j) and Modified 10(j) flows throughout the year.
The Modified 10(j) flows adjust the final Agency 10(j) flow requirements in principally three
ways: (1) The original 10(j) flows allowed for consideration of the flow contributions from Boise
Creek, whereas the modified 10(j) flows do not, for the reason that Boise Creek flows are rainfall
dependant and unreliable; (2) they establish a 500 cfs flow for temperature mitigation from July
through October;2 and (3) they simplify flow requirements in April, establishing a single
minimum flow requirement for that month.|
2.3.3.3 Ramping Rates

The WSP proposes the same ramping rates as those under the existing hydropower claim.
Compliance with down-ramping rates will be measured by the applicant at staff gages located
immediately downstream of the diversion dam for the White River diversions and \at Puyallup
River at Puyallup gage for hhe tailrace flows,

! These flows are also recommended by NOAA Fisheries as interim operating flows included in
USCOE/PSE interim operating agreement.

2 Tnits biological opinion, NOAA Fisheries (2003) recommended as a compromise a more complicated
temperature requirement that would require monitoring of the river and implementation of the modified
10(j) flows whenever temperatures were above 16°C. After reviewing recent temperature data for the White
River, Ecology determined that the higher flow requirement is necessary to maintain White and Puyallup
River temperatures at levels near standards; and that NOAA’s compromise proposal would be cumbersome
to implement and result in (potentially) undesirable weekly variations in flow in the river during summer
months to be able to match flow to temperature.
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629
630 Figure 5 - Minimum Flows for the White River Reservation Reach

631  2.3.4 Additional Mitigation Measures

632 In addition to complying with the Modified 10(j) instream flows, the applicant has included a

633  mitigation program to reduce or offset any potential environmental impacts of the WSP relative to
634  the existing conditions. The mitigation program includes five components:

635

636  2.3.4.1 Minimum Instream Flow Compliant Diversion (MIF Compliant Diversion)

637 TUnder thls mltlgatlon component %h%appheaﬂ{—wqﬂ—net—dweﬂwnater—from—ﬂﬂ%{%eﬁfof
638 ¢ d o cladm h ; ight-when flows are predicted to be
639 below the minimum 1nstream flow at the Puyallup Rlver at Puyallup gage (USGS #12101500y-as
640 | establishedin-WAC173-510-030—Diversions-), diversions would be redueed-limited toby- an
641 | amount equal to the lesser of the difference between the predicted flow and the minimum

642 | instream flow (MIF})) or the amount being diverted from the Lake Tapps Reservoir for the WSP.
643 | To implement this mitigation element, the applieantpermit holder would have-te-establish &

644 | methed-efprotocols for predicting when flows at the Puyallup River gage will be below the MIF
645  with enough lead time to be able to curtail diversions early enough to allow the additional water
646 | to travel to the Puyallup River gage in time to avoid (or lessen) the MIF excursion. The permit

647 | holder will comply with the approved MIF Compliant Diversion protocols. \ ___ - | Comment [A8]: Does this apply to the
648 hydropower right or to the WSP water

rights? See comment no. 1 in Cascade’s
649  2.3.4.2 Fall Drawdown Plan comment letter.

650 D)uring evaluation of the water right application, Ecology determined that the WSP had the

651  potential to increase the number of MIF violations occurring in the Puyallup River during

652  October, and the fall drawdown period. The WSP had the potential to increase the number of
653  MIF violations by changing the timing of releases during the fall relative to the adopted historical
654 | pattern. Fhe-mitigationplan-willincludeThis ROE includes the following element to address this
655  situation:

656
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When the Puyallup River flow is projected to be below the MIF in October, the project
will release, to the extent that water is available in the reservoir (i.e. lake levels meet the
target elevations shown in Figure 4), from Lake Tapps up to 50 cfs or the amount
necessary to meet the MIF, whichever is less.

When the Puyallup River flow is projected to be below the MIF during the fall drawdown
period, the release from Lake Tapps, to the extent that water is available in the reservoir,
(i.e. lake levels meet the target elevations shown in Figure 4) will be no less than 300 cfs
or the amount necessary to meet the MIF, whichever is less. The fall drawdown period is
defined as November 1 until the reservoir reaches winter low pool.

The Fall Drawdown Plan does not authorize or require any addition diversion of water from the
White River but rather relates only to the timing of releases to be made during the fall drawdown
period. Fall releases are in addition to reductions in the amount of diversion under the MIF

Compliant Diversion. |

2.23.4.3 Land Conservation

PSE has offered to conserve land owned by PSE in the White River watershed as an element of
the water supply project application process. In this regard PSE has committed to transfer 2500
acres of mostly riparian land in the White River Basin to a land conservancy group whose
mission is to preserve natural and open space lands and maintain public access. PSE is currently
working with the Cascade Land Conservancy (CLC). CLC is a private, non-profit organization
that preserves natural and open space lands in urban and rural communities, along rivers and
streams, and in the foothills of the Cascades. CLC works collaboratively with individual
landowners, organizations, and local governments to protect and steward our community's
treasured landscapes. CLC's strategies range from land purchases and donations to conservation
easements and ownership agreements. It is common for the CLC to transfer land to other parties
with conservation covenants and easements that follow the transfer of the land and that continue
to protect the resources. CLC's goal is to maximize the ecological value of land while meeting
the needs of landowners. The land will be transferred by January 1, 2008.

2.23.4.4 Source Exchange

The applicant has agreed to provide up to 16 million gallons per day (MGD) peak supply (QI) up
to a total annual volume (QA) of 11,000 acre-feet solely for a Source Exchange Program. Source
exchange water would be used to replace supplies for public water systems whose normal supply
adversely impacts the Priority Surface Waters. The objective of the Source Exchange Program
would be to maximize the overall biological benefit to endangered or impaired fisheries within
the authorized place of use. Source exchange water would not be available to serve growth or to
increase a utilities normal water supply.

2.3.5 Operating Rule-PPriorities

Tl"he operating rede-priorities establish the hierarchy for determining the quantity of water to divert
from the White River and how to use the water stored in Lake Tapps. The diversion and release
priorities are particularly important in periods where not enough water is available to meet all

needs.

The following prioritization would be used to determine when to divert water and how much
water to divert from the White River:

20

1.
2.
3.

Comply with Modified Agency 10(j) flows in the White River;

Operate the fish screens in the diversion canal;

Comply with the Puyallup River MIF by implementing the MIF compliant diversion
mitigation element (see Section 2.3.4.1); and,

Comment [A9]: Does this apply to the
hydropower right or to the WSP water
rights? See comment no. 1 in Cascade’s
comment letter.




707 4. Divert into Lake Tapps only the amount of water necessary for water supply, recreation,

708 and maintenance of water quality in the lake.

709

710  The following prioritization would govern how water being stored in Lake Tapps will be used;

711 1. WVSP withdrawals;

712 2. Releases to maintain water quality in Lake Tapps; and,

713 3. Fall Drawdown Plan (see Section 2.3.4.2);

714 3-4.Releases and/or storage of water to achieve desired lake levels for recreation,

715 maintenance, prevention of plant growth, etc.

716 4-Fall flowreleases Drawdown Plan(see-Seetion2342: | - T:omment [A10]: Is this the right

717 priority for operation of Lake Tapps
reservoir?

718 | In addition, the applieantpermit holder would conduct a multi-year study to determine the amount
719 | of inflow to the lake necessary to maintain water quality to support recreational uses of the lake.
720  This study would be a key component for determining future operations of the reservoir. The

721 | prioritization governing storage of water in Lake Tapps does not otherwise limit PSE*s the permit

722 | holders’ maintenance of reservoir levels.L 7777777777777777777777777777777777777 ___ - | Comment [A11]: Does this apply to
723 the hydropower right or to the WSP water

rights? See comment no. 1 in Cascade’s
724 3.0 INVESTIGATIONS T oo

725 3.1 Overview

726  This application has been processed through Ecology Cost-Reimbursement Project No. 9E52,
727  under agreement between Ecology and PSE. PSE initiated participation in a cost recovery

728  agreement with Ecology through a letter dated October 4, 2000, from Tom McDonald of Perkins
729  Coie LLP. Pending water right applications in the Puyallup-White River Watershed (WRIA 10)
730  senior to and including PSE’s applications were evaluated and processed as part of this project.
731

732 Evaluation of this application included, but was not limited to, research, review, and consultations
733 relating to: the three water right applications and associated files; the protestants’ concerns;

734 pertinent state water codes; existing water rights in the vicinity; meetings with the PSE’s

735  technical team, including legal counsel, hydrologists, fishery biologists, and water quality

736 scientists; comments from other resource agencies, including the Washington Department of Fish
737  and Wildlife (WDFW) and the WDOH,; technical memoranda submitted in response to a

738  Preliminary Permit associated with this application; the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA)
739  Environmental Checklist (CWA 2003); site visits on October 3, 2001 and December 5, 2001;

740  FERC and NOAA Fisheries documents related to the White River Hydroelectric Project and

741  discussions/meetings with agency water quality/watershed assessment staff.

742

743  Inresponse to the requirements of a Preliminary Permit issued by Ecology to PSE on March 20,

744 2001, the applicant submitted a series of Technical Memoranda (TM) related to various aspects of
745  the WSP project. In this document, the final versions of these TMs are referred to by TM number
746  (e.g., TM 16). The TMs can be found in: HDR 2002. Lake Tapps Water Right Feasibility, Technical
747  Memoranda Volumes I and II.

748

749  An initial ROE approving the three water right applications was issued June 30, 2003. Hart

750  Crowser, Inc., had primary responsibility for the investigation with significant support from

751  Ecology staff and from sub-consultants Gray and Osborne, Inc. and Aspect Consulting, LLC. On
752 July 1, 2004, the Pollution Control Hearings Board remanded the ROE to Ecology for

753  reevaluation in light of the applicant's decision to cease generating hydropower. Ecology staff,
754  WDFW staff, and Aspect Consulting, with input from Geomatrix, Inc., participated in the

755 | reevaluation and preparation of this draft-ROE.

756
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Following cessation of hydropower, PSE applied for a water right change to add recreation and
maintenance of water quality as purposes of use for their existing water right claim. The
investigations conducted in preparation of this ROE focus on changes to the White and Puyallup
River watersheds caused by implementation of the WSP only and not the use of water under the
hydropower claim or the application for change of use to the claim. The uses under the water right
claim, including those uses applied for in the change, form the Baseline for comparison with the

WSP.

3.2 Procedural Elements of the Investigation
3.2.1 Notice

The applicant published Public Notices for this project in the Tacoma News Tribune on October 5

and 12, 2000.

3.2.2 Protests and Comments
Four formal protests were submitted to Ecology regarding the water right applications associated
with the WSP. The protestants' concerns are briefly summarized below.

3.2.2.1 Auburn Protest

A protest was submitted from the City of Auburn on November 2, 2000, focusing on concerns
regarding the accelerated timing of the review of senior applications under the Cost-
Reimbursement Program, specifically regarding the City of Auburn’s pending water rights
applications for Wells 6 and 7. Auburn was concerned about not having sufficient time to
complete studies to support their water right applications. These applications were formally
withdrawn by Auburn on August 6, 2002.

3.2.2.2 Puyallup Tribe of Indians Protest

A protest was received from the Puyallup Tribe of Indians (PTI) on November 8, 2000,
requesting that Ecology not proceed with permitting until it has cooperated with the tribal water
resource managers in addressing environmental and regulatory issues. The PTI expressed
concern about the following:

Harm to fisheries caused by committing water to consumptive uses;

Likely increases in thermal and contaminant loading in the Puyallup River system;
Impairment of existing water rights, including tribal rights;

Need for programmatic and site-specific environmental impact statements;

Need for appropriate instream flows relative to fisheries requirements; and
Concern that the applications are not clear about whether additional water would be
diverted beyond PSE’s existing water right claims.

The PTI submitted additional comments on February 15, 2002, and September 23, 2002,
regarding Technical Memoranda prepared by HDR in response to the project’s Preliminary
Permit. Those comments primarily focused on the following additional areas:

22

TMs disregard Tribal jurisdiction over water flows, levels, and water quality in portions
of the Puyallup River;

WSP would impact the Puyallup River TMDL and waste load allocation;

Public water quality analysis does not meet WAC 246-290-130 requirements;

Lack of demonstrated need for the water supply;

Baseline for measuring impacts of the WSP should not include the existing hydropower
facility;

Comment [A12]: Note for the final
ROE, the description of the project
background will need to be revised to
include the recent activities associated
with the DROE.
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e Enhancement water from Lake Tapps is of poor quality and the 11,100 ac ft budget is
insufficient. Instead, enhancement water should be released from the diversion dam
rather than the tailrace.

Puyallup River MIFs should be evaluated instantaneously not on a daily average;

Flow model over-predicts water quantities and thus is not reliable;

Water quality impacts violate Tribal and State antidegradation policies; and
Reductions in flow caused by the WSP would impact fish production and access to off-
channel habitats.

3.2.2.3 Muckleshoot Indian Tribe Protest
Ecology received a protest from the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe (MIT) on November 9, 2000. The
MIT protest was based on the adverse effects on flow regimes, water quality, and aquatic and
riparian ecosystems function of the White and Puyallup Rivers caused by the withdrawal of water
for consumptive use. The MIT protest identified two primary concerns:

e Lack of a demonstrated need for a regional water supply from the White River; and

e PSE’s failure to demonstrate environmental benefits.

The MIT submitted lengthy additional comments on August 14, 2002, regarding the Technical

Memoranda prepared by HDR in response to the project’s Preliminary Permit. Those comments

primarily focused on the following additional areas:

WSP is purely a speculative economic interest;

Lack of detail on the proposed distribution system;

Lake Tapps water is not the "Highest Quality Source" available to meet future demands;

Proposed source exchange mitigation is unproven and speculative at best;

TMs use an inappropriate Baseline from which to measure impacts of the project;

Flow model contains flaws that make it unreliable for assessing impacts; and affect the

water quality analyses; and

e Out-of-basin transfer of municipal water supply by private entities raises substantial
public policy issues.

3.2.2.4 Response to Tribal Comments

The technical and policy comments from the Tribes have been considered carefully during review
of the water right applications. Many of the Tribes' technical comments are addressed in the
Investigations section of this ROE, particularly in the discussions of the water quantity and
quality analyses. Concerns over impairment of treaty water rights are addressed in the
Impairment Discussion in Section 4.3.

In addition, several of the Tribes' major concerns have been addressed by subsequent changes to
the applicant's proposal and/or results of additional analyses. For example, the applicant has
ceased generating hydropower, has clarified that no additional water beyond that allowed by the
existing claims would be diverted from the White River, has modeled the 7Q10 flows, and has
modified the proposed flow mitigation to reduce diversions from the White River instead of
increasing releases from the lake. Further, in response to an Ecology request for additional
information, the applicant prepared a draft memorandum with additional technical analysis aimed
at responding to several tribal comments (HDR 2003). The following points briefly describe
Ecology's conclusions regarding several of the Tribes' major concerns:

Suitability of Lake Tapps as a Drinking Water Source. Ecology has sufficient information to
conclude that it is feasible to treat Lake Tapps water to provide a high quality drinking water

source. Department of Health would conduct additional reviews of the Water System Plan and
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other components of the proposed water supply before a water supply withdrawal from Lake
Tapps would begin.

Lack of Demonstrated Demand for a New Regional Water Supply. The intent of the WSP is to
provide a significant source of public water supply for meeting the future needs of Central Puget
Sound. Due to its scale and central location, this project would provide a unique potential source
to meet public water supply needs within the Central Puget Sound region and thereby increase the
reliability of meeting future demands. As discussed in this ROE, the CWA predicts that without a

this water has been overestimated, the terms of this permit provide that in 2036 Ecology will
reassess the level of need projected for 2054, and adjust the amount of the permit accordingly in a
superseding permit.

Definition of Baseline from Which to Measure Impacts. The Baseline Condition used in the
applicants' analyses and this ROE is fairappropriate because it represents the most likely future
operations of Lake Tapps; is independent of the WSP; and is enforceable in that Ecology can
condition the WSP to require that certain elements of the Baseline Condition would be met.

Water Quantity Model. No model perfectly represents the real world. The water quantity model
is adequate for evaluating the proposed project and was revised to incorporate many of the
protestant's comments. The water quantity section of this ROE addresses limitations of the model
and some of the specific changes that were made to address comments.

Water Quality Impacts. The WSP would result in an improvement in water quality. The higher
Modified 10(j) MIFs and the compliance with the Puyallup River MIF at the diversion dam
would leave more water in the Reservation Reach of the White River during critical low flow
periods. This additional water weuld-helpredueewill improve temperature and pH preblems-in
that reach, as well as provide water quality benefits further downstream. There are periods when
the WSP would potentially impact water quality however, the impacts would be short-lived, of
small magnitude, and are more than offset by the improvements in water quality during the most
critical periods.

Adequacy of Proposed Mitigation. The mitigation proposal has changed significantly since the
Tribes' comments. Enhancement water has been removed from the proposal and the source
exchange component has been significantly refined to add specific commitments. In addition, the
applicant has proposed to comply with Puyallup River MIFs by curtailing diversion instead of
increasing releases from the lake.

3.2.2.5 CELP Protest

A protest was submitted from Center for Environmental Law and Policy (CELP) on November
10, 2000, citing concerns focused on potential "take" under the Endangered Species Act (ESA).
The protest letter assumed that an additional 2000 cfs would be withdrawn from the White River
under the applications. PSE has clarified that the total combined diversion from the White River
for their existing claim and the new water supply would be limited to a maximum of 2000 cfs.

3.2.2.6 WDFW Comments

The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) issued two comments letters to
Ecology, dated November 8, 2000 and July 28, 2006. The November 2000 letter cited concerns
focused on the impacts of the WSP on fish in the White and Puyallup Rivers and Lake Tapps.
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WFDW’s concerns have been considered carefully during review of the water right applications,
and have been addressed by subsequent changes to the applicant's proposal and/or results of
additional analyses. A summary and response for WFDW’s major concerns, are summarized

below:

The WSP intends to divert water into Lake Tapps for a use other than hydropower
without filing a change application.

PSE filed a change application to Ecology on November 22, 2005, which would allows
water to continue to be diverted in to Lake Tapps from the White River for the purpose of
maintaining water quality and recreation in Lake Tapps, and providing flows for the fish
bypass structure and for fish or wildlife flow enhancement.

The minimum instream flows in the White River Reservation Reach are less than desired
for fish, and it is unclear that the MIFs are instantaneous flows and are not based on daily
or hourly averages.

As noted in section 2.2.3.2, PSE has agreed pursuant to the change of its claim, to operate
the diversion into Lake Tapps in accordance with Agency 10(j) flows. Under the terms
of this ROE, diversion of water for the WSP ,from the White River would be subject to
the “Modified 10(j)” minimum flows measured at the diversion dam (Table 2). These
flows are equal to or greater than the flows desired by WFDW and are instantaneous
limits, not hourly or daily averages.

The WSP needs to include down ramping rates to protect fish in the White River, and it
needs to be clear that the rates are instantaneous, not based on hourly or daily averages.

As noted in section 2.2.3.3, down ramping rates equal to WDFW’s recommendations are
included as a part of the WSP operating rules. These limits are instantaneous rates, not
hourly or daily averages.

The water right must include stream gaging requirements in order to implement MIF and
ramping requirements.

Stream gaging requirements of the project are included as outlined in section 5.3.15.

To protect fish the water right must include requirements for screening of diverted water.
While there is currently screening in the diversion canal , there is presently no screening
of the water withdrawn from Lake Tapps.

Fish screening requirements of the project are outlined in section 5.3.13. The fish
screening requirements apply to all diversion structures, including withdrawal from Lake
Tapps.

WDFW’s July 2006 letter indicates that the proposed revisions to the minimum instream flows
and ramping rates are acceptable since they are equal to or greater than what was recommended.
It re-iterates that these are both instantaneous rates and not based on hourly or daily averages.
The letter also notes that an Hydraulic Project Approval from WDFW is required, in addition to
Army Corps of Engineers permits for new construction and rebuilding of existing structures.
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3.2.3 State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) ~__{ comment [A15]: Note for the Final
In 2001, CWA assumed lead agency status for undertaking a SEPA analysis of the proposed ROTE i s oo wrilll el o e

WSP. A SEPA Environmental Checklist was prepared on behalf of PSE, and submitted in draft e
to CWA on October 10, 26032002. The draft was finalized on February 10, 2003. CWA issued a

finding of Mitigated Determination of Nonsignificance (MDNS) on February 13, 2003. There

was a 30-day comment period ending March 17, 2003.

Ecology submitted comments to CWA 1in a letter dated March 17, 2003. Ecology's comments
generally addressed inconsistencies between the Environmental Checklist and the TMs regarding
the water quantity, lake level, water quality, and the supply and demand analyses. CWA
published an addendum to the SEPA MDNS on May 13, 2003, consisting of updated demand
forecasts and a response to comments.

3.3 Projected Demand and Available Supply

Under an MOU with PSE dated August 7, 2001, and most recently amended December 20, 2002,
CWA may purchase and develop the water rights into a regional water supply. Pursuant to the
MOU, a preliminary-agreement-Term Sheet was signed on April 27, 2005 to establish the basis
for a final agreement to transfer ownership of Lake Tapps and associated water rights from PSE
to the CWA.

The intent of this WSP is to provide a significant source of public water supply for meeting the
future needs of customers and businesses in the Central Puget Sound region. Providing reliable
public water supplies that meet the needs of population and economic growth is an important
state policy recognized in RCW 90.54.010 & 020. As discussed below, the supply and demand
analysis predicts that without a significant new source of water such as the Lake Tapps supply,
CWA members would have an average unmet demand of 22.42 MGD (25,123 af/y) by 2034 and
of 54.41 MGD (60,970 af/y) by 2054, the year when CWA’s supply contract with SPU expires.

A water right for an average annual amount of 64.6 MGD (72,400 af/y) is reasonable in light of
this supply and demand analysis, and consistent with the development schedule and stated intent
of providing a source of water for source exchange; this permit will allocate the following annual
volumes of water:

e 61,400 af/y for 2054 demand

e 11,000 af/y for source exchange
e 72,400 afly (total)

The WSP is proposed to be developed based on 50-year demand and supply projections for CWA
members within the CWA Regional Water System. The development of the public water supply
will be based on projections for two phases: the first 30 years, to 2034, and the remaining 20
years, to 2054. Given that securing adequate water for meeting future population and economic
growth is becoming difficult, the planning horizon for locating and permitting new regional
public water supply sources and needed infrastructure has considerably lengthened.

3.3.1 Supply and Demand Analysis

The intent of the WSP applications is to secure water rights to supply the municipal water needs
of the Central Puget Sound region. A report prepared for the applicant by EES, titled Lake Tapps
Beneficial Use Analysis and Development Schedule (May 2002), describes the project as follows:

CWA’s plan is to develop the supply potential of Lake Tapps (66 MGD

average/100MGD max day) and then to incrementally manage the supply for meeting
new demands from CWA members and as an Environmental Supply (Source Exchange,
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Flow Enhancement, and Flow Management) for all municipal and tributary supply needs
that are accessible to the existing and expanding regional piping system in the defined
Place of Use.

The demand projections are based on the Cascade Composite Forecast presented in CWA’s 2004
Transmission and Supply Plan (TSP), dated March 24, 2005. The demand projections are shown
in Table 3. The water supplies noted in Table 3 are the existing supplies of CWA members and
were taken from information provided in the TSP and verified by comparison with Table 6-+1 of
Outlook (CPSWSF, 2001). The base year demand (2005) was established using recent data on
actual consumption and growth. The demand forecast was developed by starting with the base
year and then applying the growth rates in demand as forecasted by each CWA member. Where
members’ individual forecasts did not extend to 2050, demands were extrapolated to 2050 using a
growth rate of 1.0 percent per year.

CWA and its members’ conservation programs are reflected in the CWA demand projections.
According to the TSP, prior to 2003, five of the eight CWA members received certain regional
conservation services and programs through the Saving Water Partnership — Seattle Public
Utilities’ 1% Conservation Program. CWA has advised that the remaining three jurisdictions
(Covington, Issaquah and Sammamish Plateau) had conservation programs equivalent to the
regional program generally reflected in the SPU 1% program. In 2004, the CWA Board approved
a Transition Water Conservation Program that allowed CWA members to work together to
develop regional conservation strategies for the collective CWA service area. The TSP provides
a framework for CWA’s long-term water conservation program. The TSP indicates CWA will
continue to pursue cost-effective conservation measures that reduce average daily demand and
peak season demand.

PSE has requested an annual withdrawal of 72,400 af/y (64.6 MGD). By the year 2034, CWA
anticipates a demand from Lake Tapps of approximately 22.42 MGD average daily demand,
which equates to approximately 25,123 af/y. By the year 2054, CWA anticipates demand from
Lake Tapps of 54.41 MGD average daily demand, for a total of 60,970 af/y.

3.3.2 Alternative Supply Analysis

Lake Tapps is one of the potential regional supply options available to serve the future growth in
demand in the central Puget Sound area. A discussion of the conventional supply options
(options that increase the amount of water available to meet demand) and other options such as
conservation, reuse, and stormwater is included in the Outlook (CPSWSF, 2001). The
conventional supply options discussed include new ground and surface water sources, expansion
of existing ground and surface water sources, storage which makes more water available when it
is needed, and interties which allow conjunctive use of supplies.

The Outlook (CPSWSF, 2001) profiled the conventional supply options identified by the Central
Puget Sound Water Suppliers Forum. The profile included a project description that identified
the lead agency for the supply project and the associated capacity, purpose, and potential service
and supply area. The options were characterized by yields, costs, institutional constraints, and
environmental considerations. Finally, the projects were classified according to status of
planning and permitting as a measure of how viable a project may be. The Outlook (CPSWSF,
2001) was careful to point out that the "status" was not intended to indicate the order in which
projects will or should be implemented. In other words, the Outlook (CPSWSF, 2001) did not
take a position on or compare the merits of any of the alternatives.
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In the absence of a regional evaluation comparing the merits of various supply options, the Lake
Tapps supply option was evaluated on its own merit. From the perspective of providing a supply
to meet the future demand of the CWA members, we note that the Lake Tapps project is the only
supply option in which PSE or CWA is listed as the lead agency. Demonstration of "need" is,
therefore, based on evaluation of CWA’s projected demand versus its existing supplies and other
contracted supplies.

According to the draft- TSP, CWA plans to utilize a combination of local and regional water
sources to provide water to meet its members’ needs for water supply through 2023. These
sources include:
e Ground water sources owned by individual CWA Members;
e Water purchased on a wholesale basis from Seattle Public Utilities, under the 50-year
declining block contract which became effective January 1, 2004;
e  Water to be purchased under a pending contract with Tacoma Public Utilities (TPU) from
Tacoma’s Second Supply Project (TSSP). This includes an interim component through
2025 and a permanent component;
e  Water purchased separately from TPU by Covington under its share as one of the four
TSSP partners;
e Reclaimed water from King County Metro and/or other sources; and,
e Additional supplies as needed during the initial 20-year period of the TSP (these
additional supplies do not include Lake Tapps).

These sources are listed in Table 3, with quantities of water available on an average day basis.

Table 3 - Mix of Supply Resources

Source Supply Available in MGD
(Average Day Basis)
2004 2034 2054
Member-owned groundwater' 14.60 15.50 15.50
Covington contract with TPU - 5.28 5.28
Other local contracts 0.15 --- -
SPU Block Contract 30.30 20.30 -
TPU Contract (Interim) --- --- ---
TPU Contract (Permanent) - 4.00 4.00
Reclaimed Water 0.01 0.89 0.89
Total Supplies 45.06 45.97 25.67

! Groundwater production on average day basis assumed to be 75% of Members’ water rights.

Source: CWA 2005 Table 7.1. Data were extrapolated from 2050 to 2054.

Table 4 compares the forecasted demands with available supplies. A deficit of 22.42 MGD is
shown in year 2034 and a deficit of 54.41 is shown in year 2054. This is due to both population
growth and the declining supplies available under contract from SPU and TPU. The data is
presented in terms of average day demand. The draft TSP also indicates proportional deficits in
terms of maximum day and maximum week supplies and demands.

Table 4 - Comparison of Supply and Demand in MGD

| Year | Demand | Supply | Deficit |
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2004 41.55 45.04 N/A
2034 68.39 45.97 2242
2054 80.08 25.67 5441

CWA has indicated in its draft TSP that Lake Tapps would be developed as a source of supply to
meet the deficit beginning in 2023, as the SPU and TPU supplies are reduced and as growth
continues.

3.3.3 Source Exchange

An integral part of the PSE proposal and a significant component of this Supply and Demand
Analysis is the Source Exchange Program, in which utilities within the POU use this supply
rather than other existing sources that cause impacts to streams in other areas. Source exchange
may allow a utility to reduce its surface water diversions or groundwater withdrawals during
times when instream flow objectives are not being met or unusual times when existing supplies
are not adequate to meet demand.

As a component of this permit authorization additional analysis would be conducted to determine
which streams and water purveyors would participate in the source exchange program. The
permit holder would develop a program to provide up to 16 MGD peak supply and a total annual
volume of 11,000 acre-feet solely for source exchange. A more detailed description of the source
exchange program is included in Section 5.3.17.
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1111 Table 5 - CWA Total Water Demand in MGD

Samm.
Plateau Skyway

Year Issaq. WSD Bellevue Kirkland Redmond Cov. WD  Tukwila WSD Total
2004 1.88 5.10 15.67 4.06 7.76 4.07 2.30 0.71 41.55
2005 2.16 5.37 16.08 4.19 8.17 4.24 2.37 0.72 43.31
2006 2.45 5.63 16.50 431 8.59 4.40 2.45 0.73 45.06
2007 2.74 5.90 16.91 4.44 9.00 4.56 2.52 0.75 46.81
2008 3.03 6.17 17.32 4.56 9.42 4.72 2.59 0.76 48.57
2009 331 6.43 17.74 4.69 9.83 4.89 2.67 0.77 50.32
2010 3.60 6.70 18.15 4.81 10.25 5.05 2.74 0.78 52.08
2011 3.62 6.95 18.26 4.85 10.49 5.19 2.77 0.79 52.92
2012 3.64 7.20 18.36 4.89 10.73 5.34 2.80 0.79 53.75
2013 3.67 7.44 18.47 4.93 10.97 5.50 2.83 0.80 54.61
2014 3.69 7.69 18.58 4.97 11.21 5.66 2.86 0.80 55.46
2015 3.71 7.94 18.69 5.01 11.45 5.78 3.00 0.81 56.38
2016 3.73 8.13 18.79 5.05 11.69 5.89 3.05 0.81 57.15
2017 3.75 8.32 18.90 5.09 11.94 6.02 3.09 0.82 57.92
2018 3.78 8.51 19.01 5.13 12.18 6.14 3.14 0.82 58.70
2019 3.80 8.70 19.11 5.17 12.42 6.26 3.18 0.83 59.47
2020 3.82 8.89 19.22 5.21 12.66 6.39 3.23 0.83 60.24
2021 3.88 9.08 19.29 5.25 12.96 6.50 3.28 0.84 61.07
2022 3.94 9.27 19.36 5.29 13.26 6.62 3.33 0.84 61.90
2023 3.99 9.46 19.42 5.33 13.56 6.74 3.38 0.84 62.73
2024 4.05 9.65 19.49 5.37 13.86 6.86 3.44 0.84 63.56
2025 4.12 9.75 19.62 5.41 13.88 6.92 3.47 0.85 64.02
2026 4.20 9.84 19.76 5.46 13.89 6.98 3.51 0.86 64.50
2027 4.27 9.94 19.89 5.52 13.91 7.04 3.54 0.87 64.98
2028 4.35 10.04 20.02 5.57 13.93 7.09 3.58 0.87 65.46
2029 4.42 10.14 20.16 5.63 13.95 7.15 3.61 0.88 65.94
2030 4.50 10.24 20.29 5.69 13.96 7.21 3.65 0.89 66.43
2031 4.57 10.35 20.42 5.74 13.98 7.26 3.69 0.90 66.91
2032 4.65 10.45 20.56 5.80 14.00 7.32 3.72 0.91 67.40
2033 4.72 10.55 20.69 5.86 14.02 7.38 3.76 0.92 67.90
2034 4.80 10.66 20.82 5.92 14.03 7.44 3.80 0.93 68.39
2035 4.87 10.77 20.95 5.98 14.05 7.50 3.84 0.94 68.89
2036 4.95 10.87 21.09 6.04 14.07 7.56 3.87 0.95 69.39
2037 5.02 10.98 21.22 6.10 14.09 7.62 3.91 0.96 69.89
2038 5.09 11.09 21.35 6.16 14.10 7.68 3.95 0.97 70.40
2039 5.17 11.20 21.49 6.22 14.12 7.74 3.99 0.98 70.90
2040 5.24 11.32 21.62 6.28 14.14 7.80 4.03 0.98 71.42
2041 5.32 11.43 21.78 6.34 14.15 7.87 4.07 0.99 71.96
2042 5.39 11.54 21.94 6.41 14.17 7.93 4.11 1.00 72.50
2043 5.47 11.66 22.10 6.47 14.19 7.99 4.15 1.01 73.05
2044 5.54 11.77 22.26 6.54 14.21 8.06 4.19 1.02 73.59
2045 5.62 11.89 22.42 6.60 14.22 8.12 4.24 1.04 74.15
2046 5.69 12.01 22.58 6.67 14.24 8.19 4.28 1.05 74.70
2047 5.77 12.13 22.74 6.73 14.26 8.25 4.32 1.06 75.26
2048 5.84 12.25 22.90 6.80 14.28 8.32 4.37 1.07 75.82
2049 5.92 12.38 23.06 6.87 14.29 8.39 4.41 1.08 76.38
2050 5.99 12.50 23.22 6.94 1431 8.45 4.45 1.09 76.95
2051 6.05 12.62 23.45 7.01 14.45 8.54 4.50 1.10 77.72
2052 6.11 12.75 23.69 7.08 14.60 8.62 4.54 111 78.50
2053 6.17 12.88 23.92 7.15 14.74 8.71 4.59 112 79.28
2054 6.23 13.01 24.16 7.22 14.89 8.80 4.63 1.13 80.08
Source:

CWA 2005 Appendix E, Table E-1. Data extrapolated from 2050 to 2054 using a 1% annual growth rate.
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1112 Table 6 - CWA 50-Year Comparison of Average Day Supply and Demand in MGD.

Year Demand Supply Deficit
2004 41,55 45.06 N/A
2005 43.31 45.22 N/A
2006 45.06 47.40 N/A
2007 46.81 4757 N/A
2008 48.57 66.03 N/A
2009 50.32 66.20 N/A
2010 52.08 66.40 N/A
2011 52.92 66.32 N/A
2012 53.75 66.46 N/A
2013 54.61 66.63 N/A
2014 55.46 66.79 N/A
2015 56.38 66.33 N/A
2016 57.15 66.33 N/A
2017 57.92 66.33 N/A
2018 58.70 66.33 N/A
2019 59.47 66.33 N/A
2020 60.24 66.55 N/A
2021 61.07 66.55 N/A
2022 61.90 66.55 N/A
2023 62.73 66.55 N/A
2024 63.56 61.97 1.59
2025 64.02 61.97 2.05
2026 64.50 50.97 13.53
2027 64.98 50.97 14.01
2028 65.46 50.97 14.49
2029 65.94 50.97 14.97
2030 66.43 45.97 20.46
2031 66.91 45.97 20.95
2032 67.40 45.97 21.44
2033 67.90 45.97 21.93
2034 68.39 45.97 22.42
2035 68.89 40.97 27.92
2036 69.39 40.97 28.42
2037 69.89 40.97 28.92
2038 70.40 40.97 29.43
2039 70.90 40.97 29.94
2040 71.42 35.97 35.45
2041 71.96 35.97 35.99
2042 72.50 35.97 36.53
2043 73.05 35.97 37.08
2044 73.59 35.97 37.63
2045 74.15 30.97 43.18
2046 74.70 30.97 43.73
2047 75.26 30.97 44.29
2048 75.82 30.97 44.85
2049 76.38 30.97 45.42
2050 76.95 30.97 45.98
2051 77.72 30.97 46.75
2052 78.50 30.97 47.53
2053 79.28 30.97 48.31
2054 80.08 25.67 54.41
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3.4 Environmental Considerations
The following sections describe environmental considerations, including hydrologic, water quality,
groundwater, and biological effects.

3.4.1 Project Baseline

The Baseline Condition is the scenario of future operations of Lake Tapps Reservoir most likely to
occur without the WSP. A Baseline Condition is necessary to compare the probable environmental
conditions with and without the WSP. Thus, the Baseline Condition represents a starting point from
which to evaluate the environmental benefits or harms of the WSP. The Baseline Condition is a tool
for analysis and evaluation of the project and as a whole does not in any way limit actual operations
of the project, though specific elements of the Baseline may be included as permit conditions.

Ecology views that the most likely scenario to occur without the WSP is that Lake Tapps would
continue to be maintained by diverting water from the White River, but no hydropower would be
generated. This scenario is the Baseline Condition used for evaluating the water right applications.
Under the Baseline Condition, water diverted from the White River under the hydropower right
would be used to maintain water quality for recreational uses in the Lake-lake (including the annual
drafting and filling of the reservoir to prevent growth of aquatic vegetation), maintain recreational
levels during the recreation season, and operate the fish screen in the diversion canal. PSE has taken
the position that the existing water right as represented by the claims authorizes such uses even when
hydropower is not produced. However, the existing claims do not specifically allow diversion of
water for these uses and PSE has agreed to seek a change to the claims to allow, if not confirm, these
uses.

Under the Baseline Condition, the-eperatorpermit -holder of the hydropower righttake-TFapps would
only be allowed to divert from the White River the quantity of water necessary to achieve these
purposes. That quantity is not easily predictable because of the complex factors that affect lake water
quality. Fhe-operatorpermitholderwould-need-to-perform-aA water quality study, including an
evaluation of pollutant sources and the potential for source reduction, would need to be performed in
order to determine the amount of diversion necessary under the hydropower right to maintain lake
water quality. Such a study would result in an adaptive management approach that may include
maximum rates of diversion from the White River that vary seasonally or over longer periods of time.

For the purposes of modeling the Baseline Condition, a most-likely operating scenario was developed
based on actual operations of Lake Tapps in the period following the cessation of hydropower
generation. In addition, two additional operating scenarios representative of the upper and lower
bound diversions scenarios were also evaluated to provide a conservative analysis with respect to the
impacts caused by the WSP. These additional operating scenarios represent estimates of the upper
and lower bounds on diversions from the White River to maintain water quality and recreation levels
in Lake Tapps.

The baseline and upper and lower bound diversion scenarios differ in the amount of water that is

diverted for maintaining water quality in Lake Tapps. Diversions-made-speeifieally-White River
water diverted for the purposes of maintaining lake water quality are-eonsidered-to-be-water-diverted

sborcethabveliebis meessaﬁ%eﬁfmp}y—mammﬂﬂe%h—ﬁkkakﬂapps%ﬂs—wa{eﬁ&als&refened to
as “Flushing Flow” as it is water that is diverted into Lake Tapps and subsequently released-at-flows
out of the tailracepowerhouse of the former White River Hydroelectric Project after minimal storage.
The significance of such diversions is unknown at this time, but is discussed conceptually in Section
3.4.3.1. The baseline and upper and lower bound diversion scenarios model water quality diversions
as follows:

32



1163
1164
1165
1166
1167
1168
1169
1170
1171
1172
1173
1174
1175
1176
1177
1178
1179
1180
1181
1182
1183
1184
1185
1186
1187
1188
1189
1190
1191
1192
1193
1194
1195
1196
1197
1198
1199
1200
1201
1202
1203
1204
1205

1206

1207

Baseline Scenario: This scenario represents the-cenelusionthat-seasonally varying flushing flows are
benefietal-to-based on post-hydropower operations of Lake Tapps stage in 2004 to 2005. The
Baseline Scenario assumes that the lake:but2004/2005 White River diversions, reservoir fill and
releases are representative of the quantity-of flushing neeessary-varies-seasonally:-lake operations that
would occur absent the WSP. The amount of flushing flow necessary to maintain lake water quality
is assumed to vary seasonally for the following reasons:

e During the fall drawdown period, the lake mixes, a significant quantity of water is
displaced from the lake, and additional diversions for flushing would conflict with the
goal of lowering lake water level;

e During the winter, the lake is well mixed and is storing less water (making it easier to
flush), algal growth is lower, and precipitation and other local inflows are higher. This
combination of factors makes it likely that less White River water would be necessary for
maintaining lake water quality.

e During summer a larger volume of water is retained in Lake Tapps than during the winter
low pool period, therefore higher flows would be necessary to maintain an equivalent
residence time in the lake; and

e During spring a large volume of White River water is diverted to refill the lake, although
this water is stored in the lake instead of being released because its quantity is so large, it
would serve to change lake water quality.

In order to model the Baseline Condition, the diversions necessary to maintain lake water quality
need to be quantified seasonally. Monitoring conducted in the summer of 2005 indicates that, at least
in the short term, Lake Tapps water quality was preserved by the post-hydropower operating
conditions ((Ecology 2006). Based on the assumption that this condition would continue to be the
case in the longer term, the baseline scenario flushing flows were based on actual post-hydropower
operations in 2004 and 2005. The baseline seasonal flushing flows were calculated as either the
average diversion or tailracereleaseLake Tapps outflows (rounded to the nearest 5 cfs) during each

season as follows and are summarized in Table 7.

e During spring refill in 2004 and 2005, the average tailrace releaseflow was 70 cfs.
During the summer high pool period in 2004 and 2005 the average tailrace releaseflow
was 175 cfs. Since the reservoir level is generally either being increased or held constant
during the spring-summer period any releases from the tailrace are essentially a flushing
flow.

e During the fall drawdown period in 2004, the average tailrace releaseflow was 220 cfs,
and the average diversion was 30 cfs. No flushing is anticipated to be necessary during
Fall drawdown since tailrace releasesflows greatly exceed diversions in order to lower the
lake level.

e During the winter low pool period of 2004, there were no data available for the tailrace
flows and the average diversion was 70 cfs. Diversion flows also include 20 cfs of flow
used to operate the fish screen, so the amount flushing through the reservoir was assumed
to be 50 cfs.

Table 7 - Flushing Flows Included in the Baseline Scenario.

Season Modeled Dates Flushing Flow in cfs
Spring Refill March 1 to May 15 70 cfs
Summer Full Pool May 15 to October 31 175 cfs
Fall Drawdown November 1 to December 14 0 cfs
Winter Low Pool December 15 to February 28 50 cfs
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Upper Bound Diversion Scenario: This scenario represents the upper bound of diversions into Lake
Tapps. Under this scenario, the assumed result of the water quality study is that higher flushing flows
are necessary to maintaining water quality in Lake Tapps. Therefore, this scenario includes a
"flushing flow" diversion of 375 cfs throughout the year (during periods when water is available
according to the diversion priorities listed in Section 2.3.5).

Lower Bound Diversion Scenario: This scenario represents the lower bound of diversions into Lake
Tapps. Under this scenario, the assumed result of the water quality study is that water quality in Lake
Tapps is impaired by White River diversions and/or that increased residence time results in an
improvement of water quality in the lake. This scenario diverts only the quantity of water necessary
to maintain lake levels during the target recreation season and to operate the diversion fish screen.
Releases from the lake only occur as needed to manage lake levels within the target range shown in
Figure 4.

For modeling purposes, the following operational features were assumed as components of the
Baseline and Upper and Lower Bound diversion scenarios:

e Reservoir elevations are governed by a rule curve that includes spring refill from March 1 to
May 15 (with a target high pool date of April 15, see Figure 4) and maintenance of
recreational water levels from May 15 to October 31 of each year;

e Diversions of up to 500 cfs during the spring refill period;

e Diversions of up to 375 cfs are allowed for the remainder of the year to maintain lake levels;

e A changed water right claim allowing diversion from the White River for the uses described
above;

e Replacement of the White River diversion dam by USCOE with a new diversion dam that has
an efficiency of 95 to 100 percent varying by month;

e Actual diversions from the White River that are always the maximum allowed by that

scenario multiplied by the diversion dam efficiency;

e Compliance with Agency 10(j) MIFs for the Reservation Reach;

e Releases from the reservoir occur throughout the day (rather than in hydropower peaks) with
relatively smooth transitions between release rates.

3.4.2 Surface Water Hydrology

3.4.2.1 Existing Conditions

The project is located in the White River Watershed in WRIA 10. The White River, a main tributary
of the Puyallup River, originates in Emmons and Fryingpan Glaciers of Mount Rainier and has a
drainage area of 494 square miles. There are two major instream structures in the White River that
have a significant influence on flows: 1) Mud Mountain Dam at RM 29.5, which is operated by the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers solely for flood control; and 2) the diversion dam at RM 24.3, which
diverts water into Lake Tapps.

Water diverted from the White River at the diversion dam travels through an 8-mile-long
flewlhineflow line, that includes a fish screen and multiple sedimentation basins, before entering Lake
Tapps. Lake Tapps is a 2,700-acre reservoir comprised of 13 dikes and is capable of impounding
46,700 acre-feet of water. The main outlet of Lake Tapps is the intake of PSE’s White River
Hydroelectric Project. The White River Hydroelectric Project releases up to 2,000 cfs through the
tailrace canal to the White River at RM 3.6. Prior to 2004, the timing of releases from Lake Tapps
was driven primarily by hydropower demand.
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Historically, Lake Tapps Reservoir operated as an offline storage facility for the main purpose of
hydropower generation. The reservoir is typically maintained at normal full pool (elevation 543 feet)
through the summer and then is drawn down in winter for hydropower generation and to expose lake
sediments to prevent growth of aquatic plants (see Figure 4). The normal winter pool elevation is 530

However, the reservoir typically only draws from the upper 30 feet at full pool. Lake Tapps has not
been operated according to a fixed rule curve, although the general pattern of maintaining high pool
in summer and drawdown in winter has been consistently followed by PSE.

3.4.2.2 Methodology

To evaluate the impacts of the project on flows in the White River and Puyallup River, the applicant
developed the Lake Tapps System Model using the Stella 7.0.1 software package. The Lake Tapps
System Model is a daily-timesteptime step, non-dimensional model that simulates flow or reservoir
storage at select points between the diversion dam and the Puyallup River at Puyallup gage. The
model routes water from one location to another according to logical statements based on the
allowable diversion, a reservoir rule curve and, minimum instream flows;-ete.

Outputs from the model are time series of flow or reservoir elevation for the following locations:
e  White River Reservation Reach;

Lake Tapps water surface elevation;

Lake Tapps Tailrace;

White River at Auburn;

Lower White River; and

Lower Puyallup River

The primary inputs to the model are observed time series of flow based on USGS gage records at the
upstream boundary and other tributary locations. The model uses the following input time series:
e  White River near Buckley;
Boise Creek at Buckley;
Puyallup River at the White/Puyallup Confluence;
Local Inflow to Lake Tapps; and
Local Inflow at Auburn.

Model input for the White River near Buckley and Boise Creek at Buckley are historical flow data
from the USGS gages at those locations. The Puyallup River at the White/Puyallup Confluence time
series is calculated by subtracting USGS gage data for the White River at Auburn and Lake Tapps
Reservoir Diversion at Dieringer from the gage data at the Puyallup River at Puyallup.

The local inflow at Auburn series is a synthetic time series calculated by mass balance on the reach of
the White River between the White River at Buckley and the White River at Auburn gage (see Ramey
and Yoder 2004 for additional details). The local inflow at Auburn time series represents the losses
and gains that occur in the White River, as well as gage error. Local inflow at Auburn averages

101 cfs and is higher in winter than in summer, as would be expected. The local inflow at Auburn
term ranges from -610 cfs to 3,400 cfs, but 80 percent of the inflow values are between -50 cfs and
140 cfs.

A similar local inflow term was calculated for Lake Tapps reservoir by applying a mass balance to the
lake. The local inflow to Lake Tapps term represents measurement error, evaporation, precipitation,
leakage to groundwater, and surface water inflows to the lake or the diversion canal (Ramey and
Yoder 2004). The Lake Tapps local inflow series is sensitive to measurement error in the water
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surface elevation of Lake Tapps. A small measurement error represents a large volume of water and
can create large positive or negative inflow to the lake. The average local inflow to Lake Tapps is 46
cfs and is higher in winter than in summer. During some summer months, the average inflow series is
negative indicating that losses to evaporation and recharge outweigh any inflows. The local series
ranges from -3,075 cfs to 2,268 cfs, but 80 percent of the values are between -150 cfs and 250 cfs.
The large range in the Lake Tapps local inflow series is a limitation of the model and causes some
counterintuitive results such as a few days of large changes in flow in the Puyallup River with the
WSP.

The water quantity model has several other limitations that were considered in interpreting the results:

e Puyallup River at Puyallup MIF used in water quantity model is a step function rather than
ramped smoothly as identified in WAC 173-510-030 and the Puyallup River Basin Instream
Resource Protection Program (Ecology 1980). A step-function MIF conservatively
overestimates MIF excursions in fall and underestimates them in spring.

e Reservoir elevations in Lake Tapps are calculated based on a relationship between storage
volume and water surface elevation determined from a bathymetric study in 1956.

e The model does not directly simulate some hydrologic processes such as evaporation,
leakage, direct precipitation, but instead lumps them together in the local inflows series. As
these processes are unlikely to change significantly as a result of the WSP this is not a
significant limitation.

Scenarios Evaluated with Water Quantity Model
The Lake Tapps Systems Model was used to evaluate the impact of the WSP relative to the Baseline
Condition which includes maintenance of lake levels for recreation, and maintenance of lake water
quality through seasonally varying flushing flows as defined in Section 3.4.1. The term flushing flow
refers to water diverted into Lake Tapps that is ultimately released through the tailrace structure at the
north end of the lake. Three scenarios were simulated for the Baseline Condition to provide a range
of outcomes to bracket the analysis:

e Baseline - seasonally varying flushing flows

e Upper Bound - a constant flushing flow of 375 cfs

e Lower Bound - no flushing flow

For each Baseline scenario, a with WSP scenario was created that maintained the flushing flow
diversions of the baseline, but simulated the addition of the WSP and all its elements (such as the
higher Modified 10(j) MIFs, MIF Compliant Diversion, the water supply withdrawal, etc.). Thus, &
six scenarios were modeled (Baseline diversion with and without the WSP, Upper Bound diversion
with and without the WSP, and Lower Bound diversion with and without the WSP).

The WSP scenario adds a water supply withdrawal from the lake of 150 cfs from August to October
and 83.3 cfs for the remaining nine months. This pattern of withdrawal reflects the peak demands that
typically occur in summer, while maintaining an annual average withdrawal of 100 cfs.

Each model run simulates the entire period of record from WY 1991 through 2002. This period
includes normal, dry and drought conditions, but on average is drier than normal.

3.4.2.3 Potential Effects of the WSP

Baseline Scenario with the WSP

Water Supply Availability

Sufficient water was available in the baseline scenario to meet water supply and source exchange needs.
Although the water surface elevation of Lake Tapps was frequently-occasionally Ldrawn below the

recreational target elevation in late summer and early fall, the water surface elevation never approached
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be available for water supply and source exchange even during drought conditions.

White River Reservation Reach

The WSP would have a beneficial impact to the Reservation Reach as low flows would increase as a
result of the MIF compliant diversion mitigation element and the Modified 10(j) MIFs for the White
River. Under the Baseline scenario, the WSP increased the average flow in the Reservation Reach by
2 cfs (Table 8).
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Figure 6 - Effect of the WSP on flow in the Reservation Reach for the Baseline Scenario in WY 1994
(Drought).

As shown in Figure 6, most of the year there is no change in flow as a result of the WSP. The slight
increases in flow during low flow periods in the winter and early spring results from the MIF
Compliant Diversion mitigation element. During these periods the Puyallup River is below the MIF
(see Figure 9) so the project reduces its diversion resulting in an increase in flows in the White River.
Such MIF violations can occur any time of year, but in WY 1994 they primarily occurred in the
winter and early spring. In the summer, the WSP would increase flows to at least 500 cfs to comply
with the Modified 10(j) MIF in the Reservation Reach. Although less evident in Figure 6, the WSP
does decrease flows in the Reservation Reach during rare occurrences where the White River and
Puyallup River MIFs are met, but local inflows plus the baseline diversion are insufficient to provide
water supply and maintain the reservoir level. Thus, more diversion is necessary to supplement the
WSP.

The model results indicate that average flow in the Reservation Reach would increase slightly under
the Baseline scenario (Table 8). Increases in flow occur when water temperature is high, and when
flows in the Puyallup River are projected to be below the MIF. These are critical periods for the
river, so it is a significant benefit that the increase in flow is targeted at these periods.
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Historically, the average flow was 530 cfs below the diversion dam and 980 cfs in the diversion canal.
As shown in Table 8, all of the scenarios with and without the WSP result in significantly increased
flows in the White River, more than doubling the flow. This would be a tremendous benefit to the
river.

Table 8 - Effect of the WSP on Average Flow in Reservation Reach and in the Diversion Canal.

Scenario Average Flow in cfs
White River Canal Diversion
below Diversion

Historical Data 530 980

Baseline w/o WSP 1314 153

with WSP 1316 151

Upper Bound Diversion w/o WSP 1117 350

with WSP 1159 308
Lower Bound Diversion w/o WSP 1397 71
with WSP 1346 121

There would be periods when flows in the Reservation Reach would decrease as a result of the WSP.
During MIF excursions with the WSP operative, Lake Tapps reduces its diversion and thus the water
supply withdrawal is taken from storage, drawing down the reservoir. Following periods when MIFs
are not met on the White or Puyallup River and diversion to Lake Tapps has stopped, the WSP would
divert additional water to refill the reservoir. This diversion would be greater than would have
otherwise been the case if the diversion had not been reduced to avoid the MIF excursion. Typically,
the reduction in flows following mitigation would be less than 200 cfs and would last for less than 7
days.

Although flows in the White River diversion canal are not a priority when examining the potential
impacts of the WSP, it is important to discuss the modeled diversion flows in terms of how the model
operates the White River diversion based on the operating rules outlined for the baseline and WSP
scenario (See sections 2.2.3 and 2.3.3). The average White River diversion for the baseline and the
Upper and Lower Bound diversion scenarios with and without the WSP are outlined in Table 9
according to the rule curve periods. Under the baseline scenario, the average diversion during the
Spring Refill period is 271 cfs without the WSP, and 299 cfs with the WSP. During all other
operating periods, the average diversion is less with the WSP, due to the more restrictive operating
rules placed on the WSP (e.g. Modified 10j Flows). The average summer diversion under the
baseline scenario with the WSP (157 cfs) is less than the flushing flow allowed for this period (175
cfs because MIF violations in the Puyallup River during late summer prevent diversions for any
reason.

Table 9 - Average Diversion Canal Flows by Season

Scenario Average Flow in cfs
Spring Summer Fall Winter
Refill Full pool | Drawdown | Low pool
Baseline w/o WSP 271 173 21 70
with WSP | 299 157 20 65
Upper Bound Diversion w/o WSP 481 295 322 355
with WSP | 431 242 315 326
Lower Bound Diversion w/o WSP 196 53 19 20
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Lake Tapps Reservoir

Under the agreement between PSE and Lake Tapps homeowners, the water level in Lake Tapps
would be maintained at recreational levels (between 541.5 and 543 feet) from April 15 to October 31.
The water supply withdrawal and associated mitigation elements would cause drawdown from target
recreational levels by increasing the withdrawals from the lake, and decreasing the amount of water
available for diversion into the lake. The effect of the WSP on summer lake water levels with and
without the WSP is shown in Figure 7. In this example, the lake would fill on schedule (April 15) but
would be involuntarily drawn down from recreational levels, starting in mid-August. In other cases,
the lake would fill later than planned, but almost always before Memorial Day. Figures of lake water

levels for each scenario and each year are shown in [Aspect Consulting 2005. - {
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Figure 7 - Effect of WSP on Lake Tapps Water Levels for the Baseline Scenario in 1994 (Drought)

The impact of the WSP on recreational levels was quantified by counting the number of days between
Labor Day and Memorial Day when the model predicted reservoir levels would be below 541.5 feet.
This analysis was performed for each year for the Baseline and Upper and Lower Bound diversion
scenarios. The results are presented in Table 10.

Overall, the 1991 to 2002 period included in the model is drier than normal. Statistically, one would
expect that a 12-year simulation period would include 3 wet years, 6 normal years, 1.8 dry years and
1.2 drought years. However, based on total runoff volume in a water year, there were 4 wet years, 4
normal years, 2 dry years and 2 drought years between WY 1991 and 2002. It is important to
consider that this period is drier than normal when evaluating average or total model results for the
period.
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Most of the time recreation between Memorial Day and Labor Day would not be impacted by
operation of the WSP. During two drought years and one normal year in the period evaluated, the
drawdown would impact recreation by dropping lake levels below 541.5 feet for a portion of the
recreation period. The degree that recreation would be impacted depends on the unique climate
conditions of a particular year, and the diversion scenario. WY 1994 is a typical drought year that is
used as the example of a drought throughout this ROE. Atypical fall releases from Mud Mountain
Reservoir during the fall of WY 2001 exacerbated the impacts of the 2001 drought. Therefore, WY
2001 may not be indicative of typical drought-year impacts. WY 1995, a statistically normal year
with a normal fall, had below-normal streamflow in both August and September, which are
responsible for the recreation impacts suggested by the model results.

Table 10 - Effect of the WSP on Recreation in Lake Tapps, Baseline Scenario

Days from Memorial Day to Labor Day

V;/z;err Climate Description when Reservoir is below
Recreational Target of 541.5 ft
1991 | Wet, normal spring, dry fall 0
1992 | Dry, normal spring, dry fall 0
1993 | Dry, dry spring, normal fall 0
1994 | Drought, wet spring, drought fall 14

1995 | Normal, normal spring, normal fall 8
1996 | Wet, normal spring, normal fall 0
1997 | Wet, dry spring, wet fall 0
1998 | Normal, normal spring, dry fall 0
0
0

1999 | Wet, wet spring, normal fall
2000 | Normal, normal spring, wet fall

2001 | Drought, drought spring, drought fall 22

2002 | Normal, normal spring, wet fall 0
Total (number days below 541.5 out of 1,244) 44
Percentage of days below 541.5 ft 3.6 %

Notes:

The climate description uses the following categories: Wet = percent exceedance of less than 25 percent, Normal = 25 to 75
percent, Dry = 75 to 90 percent, Drought = greater than 90 percent. The climate description is based on the average annual
flow, followed by the spring 7-day low flow and fall 7-day low flow.

In almost every year the reservoir would not remain within the recreational target range for the full
duration of April 15 to October 31. However, in most years, recreation would not be impacted
between Memorial Day and Labor Day. Typically, the water supply demand, in addition to the higher
Modified Agency 10(j) MIF and the foregone diversions of the MIF Compliant Diversion mitigation
element, would cause the reservoir to be involuntarily drawn down before the target date of October
31. In drought years, involuntary draw down could begin as early as the first week of August. More
typically, draw down would begin in late August to mid-September. In some years, rains would
return in September and the reservoir could refill to recreational levels. However, more typically the
drawdown would continue until fall drawdown begins November 1. In the worst cases, drawdown
would reach 3 to 4 feet below the recreational target at Labor Day and up to 10 feet below by the end
of October. But these worst cases would happen in extreme conditions, expected to occur less than 1
in ten years.

Reservoir drawdown is not limited to the summer recreation period. Drawdown also would occur
during draft, winter low pool, and refill periods constituting the remainder of the year. However,
water levels during these periods are normally below the recreational level and any additional
drawdown during these periods was not considered an impact to recreation.
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Lower White River

The effect of the WSP on flow in the lower White River in WY 1994, a drought year, under the
Baseline scenario is shown in Figure 8. Hydrographs for other years and scenarios are presented in
Aspect Consulting 2006.

In general, the impact of the WSP on flow in the lower White and Puyallup Rivers depends on
whether the Puyallup River is below the MIF. If the Puyallup River is at or above the MIF, then the
impact of the project generally would be a reduction in daily average flow in the lower White River
equal to the water supply withdrawal (modeled as either 83.3 or 150 cfs depending on the season).
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Figure 8 - Effect of the WSP on Flow in the Lower White River for the Baseline Scenario in WY 1994
(Drought).

When the Puyallup River is below the MIF, the MIF Compliant Diversion mitigation element is
triggered and the project curtails diversion from the White River to increase flows at the extent
neeessary-to-meet-the MIEPuyallup River at Puyallup gage. During winter, spring, and summer, the
project does not release any extra water from Lake Tapps specifically to meet the MIF. During
individual MIF excursions, flow in the lower White River could be higher, lower, or about the same,
but overall the project increases flow during MIF excursions. During the fall, the project would
release additional water (up to 50 cfs in October, and up to 300 cfs through fall drawdown) to avoid
causing MIF violations. The maximum increase in flow caused by the WSP was 402 cfs.

Immediately following periods of mitigation, more water would be diverted into the reservoir than

would have otherwise occurred without the WSP. This would occur if the WSP has drawn the
reservoir down and the reservoir begins to store water to return to the target reservoir elevations. The
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decrease in flow caused by the WSP can be seen in Figure 9 in November and December, and again
in early March.

The change in flows during these periods can equal up to the diversion cap plus any local inflow into
the lake plus any reduction in releases from storage. Because the Lake Tapps balance term contains
adjustments for gage error and thus varies widely, the model predicts changes in White River flow
that are greater than would be expected to occur. For example, the maximum decrease in flow in the
lower White River was modeled as 1,305 cfs. On this occasion, diversion from the White River
without the WSP was 20 cfs and the Lake Tapps balance term was 1,038 cfs so total inflow to the
lake was 1,058 cfs and the release from the Lake was 1,305 cfs. On this particular day, flows in the
Puyallup River at Puyallup are near the MIF. With the WSP, the Fall Drawdown Plan releases are in
effect, requiring a release of 27 cfs and no diversion from the White River is allowed. Since with the
WSP the reservoir would be drawn down below the target elevation, all inflows would be stored.
Thus the model predicts that the release would drop from 1,305 cfs without the WSP to 0 cfs with the
WSP for this day.

It is unlikely that local inflows to Lake Tapps would really be as high as 1,038 cfs, so the total change
in flow is overestimated. For most of the year, a reasonable upper bound for the maximum decrease
in flow in the lower White River as a result of the WSP is equal to the diversion cap plus local inflow
(100 or 200 cfs at most). During fall drawdown, the upper bound for the maximum change in flow
would be the diversion cap plus local inflow plus about 300 to 330 cfs released from storage for draw
down.

7Q10 & 70Q20. Ecology analyzed the effect of the WSP on the 10-year, 7-day low flow (7Q10) and
20-year, 7-day low flow (7Q20) by performing statistical analyses on 12 years of model output
(Aspect Consulting 2005). The limitations of this technique are that the results do not correspond
directly to the previous estimates of 7Q10 and they are statistically weak because only 12 years of
data were used to predict low flows with recurrence intervals of 10 and 20 years. Given these
limitations, the estimates of 7Q10 and 7Q20 should be viewed as an indicator of the potential impact
rather than a quantitative prediction of the impact.

Low flows were calculated for Baseline scenario with and without the WSP. In both the Lower
White River and the Puyallup River the 7Q10 and 7Q20 flows increased as a result of the WSP. In the
lower White River the 7Q10 increased from 315 cfs without the WSP to 332 cfs with the WSP.
Similarly, the 7Q20 increased from 293 cfs to 312 cfs. A similar increase, but of smaller magnitude,
also occurs for the 7Q10 and 7Q20 flows in the Puyallup River at Puyallup. The increase in low
flows with the WSP is caused by the Modified 10(j) MIFs, MIF Compliant Diversion, and Fall
drawdown mitigation elements.

Lower Puyallup River

Model results indicate that the impact on flows in the lower Puyallup River would be similar to that in
the lower White River except that the relative magnitude of change would be lower because of inflow
from the mainstem Puyallup and tributaries. The effect of the WSP on flow in the Puyallup River in
WY 1994, under the Baseline scenario is shown in Figure 9 below.

In general, flow in the lower Puyallup River would be reduced by the magnitude of the water supply
withdrawal. However, during MIF excursions, the flow could be higher, lower, or about the same as
the baseline conditions, but overall would be higher. During periods when the reservoir has been
drawn down and would be attempting to refill, the change in flow could be greater than the amount of
the water supply withdrawal. A histogram and cumulative distribution function for the change in
daily average streamflow at the Puyallup River at Puyallup is presented on Figure 10.
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1558  The WSP would increase flow in the lower Puyallup 9 percent of the time, reduce flow by between 0
1559  and 150 cfs 70 percent of the time, and reduce flow by more than 150 cfs 21 percent of the time. The
1560  model predicts that maximum reduction in flow would be 1,305 cfs. This prediction is likely an

1561  overestimate as discussed for the White River because it assumes extremely high inflows to Lake
1562  Tapps other than flows from the White River.
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1564 Figure 9 - Effect of the WSP on Flow in the Puyallup River at Puyallup for the Baseline Scenario in WY
1565 1994 (Drought).
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Figure 10 - Statistical summary of the change in Puyallup River flow as a result of the WSP for the
Baseline Scenario.

Puyallup River MIF Excursions. Model results confirm that the WSP would have a positive impact in
reducing the number and volume of Puyallup River MIF excursions (Table 11). The number of MIF
excursions would be reduced by 15 percent and the volume of MIF excursions (expressed in acre-feet
of shortfall) would be reduced by around 21 percent.

Table 11 - Effect of the WSP on the Number and Magnitude of MIF Excursions at the Puyallup River at
Puyallup.

Average Number of MIF Average Annual MIF Shortfall
Excursions per Year in acre-feet
without | with without | with
Scenario WSP | WSP Change WSP WSP Change
Baseline 35.5 30 | -55 (-15%) | 13,343 | 10,483 | 2,860 (-21%)
Upper Bound Diversion | 35.3 30 | -53 (-15%) | 13,420 | 10,466 | 2,954 (-22%)
Lower Bound Diversion | 35.8 30 | -5.8 (-16%) | 13,259 | 10,516 | 2,743 (-21%)

The project's approach for complying with the Puyallup River MIF relies on the amount of water
naturally in the river system. During a projected MIF excursion the project would activate the MIF
compliant diversion mitigation element and thus curtail diversion from the White River. Overall, this
approach reduces the number of MIF excursions and increases the flows on days with MIF
excursions. The MIF compliant diversion is particularly effective at reducing the number and
magnitude of MIF excursions in spring (Table 12). The MIF compliant diversion also improves MIF
compliance during Winter and Summer, but does little during the Fall.
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Table 12 - Seasonality of MIF Excursions at the Puyallup River at Puyallup under Baseline Scenario

Total Days of MIF Excursion
Baseline Scenario Fall Winter Spring Summer Total
without WSP 122 105 97 102 426
with WSP 120 92 55 93 360

While overall the modeling shows the WSP would reduce MIF excursions, it should be noted that it
does cause or exacerbate MIF excursions on some days because of periodic releases of flow from the
reservoir that would no longer occur with the water supply project in operation. PSE, however, is
not obligated to operate the reservoir to release water in this manner. On average, the WSP avoids
8.5 MIF excursions per year, but causes 3.0 new ones, resulting in the 5.5 net reduction shown in

Table 11. In the Baseline scenario, the largest MIF excursion that was corrected by the WSP was 402 B
cfs, the largest MIF excursion caused or exacerbated by the WSP was 204 cfs.

Water Levels in the Lower Puyallup. The effect of the WSP on water levels in the lower Puyallup
River is important for evaluating the impact on habitat restoration projects and aquatic habitat in
general. The change in stage was evaluated by using the rating curve developed by the USGS for the
Puyallup River at Puyallup gage to convert model results from flow to stage. The resulting stage time
series was examined statistically to determine magnitude and frequency of changes in stage. Figure
11 is a histogram of the change in stage at the Puyallup River as a result of the water supply.

On average, the WSP would reduce the stage in Puyallup River by 0.09 feet, or 1.08 inches. Model
results indicate that the maximum decrease in stage would be 1.5 feet. During mitigation, the project
would increase stage by up to 0.5 feet. As shown in Figure 11, increases in stage would occur 5.2
percent of the time, stage would decrease by between 0 and 0.2 feet during 74.2 percent of the time,
and decreases greater than 0.2 feet would occur the remaining 20.6 percent of the time. As with other
impacts, the change in stage in the Puyallup River would be greatest near the confluence with the
White River and would diminish downstream.

Groundwater

Under current operating conditions, the reservoir accounts for approximately 5 to 35 percent of the
average annual recharge to groundwater occurring from the Lake Tapps Uplands. The remaining 65 to 95
percent of recharge results from the infiltration of precipitation falling on the uplands outside of the
reservoir. Groundwater recharge from the reservoir is directly related to the reservoir level and the
resulting hydraulic gradient between the reservoir and points of groundwater discharge (e.g., Coal Creek
Springs, Salmon Springs, etc.). Relative to the mean reservoir level of 538 feet, a one foot drop in
reservoir level would result in an approximately 0.3 percent reduction in the gradient (and resulting
leakage) between Lake Tapps and the points of groundwater discharge. Because of the long travel time of
groundwater within the aquifer(s), a short-term drop in the elevation of the reservoir should mainly be
viewed in terms of its effect on the average water level in the lake over the long-term.

Under the proposed changes in operations associated with the WSP and the lake level agreement
between PSE and the homeowners, the average annual water level would be slightly lower, but
would, remain within one foot of average water levels under current conditions. Average water level
with and without the WSP is shown in Table 13.
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Figure 11 - Effect of the WSP on stage in the Puyallup River for the Baseline Scenario.

The average water level with the WSP (Table 13) would be only slightly less than the historical
average water level from 1990 to 2002 of 537.8 feet. Thus, on average, groundwater recharge from
Lake Tapps would be the same as has occurred historically. The WSP does cause a reduction in the
average water level, and that reduction would decrease to some degree the amount of recharge from
the lake. The reduction in average water level caused by the WSP would be about 1.0 feet. However,
this would result is an approximate decrease in recharge of less than 0.3 percent.

Table 13 - Effect of the WSP on the Average Water Level in Lake Tapps.

Water Surface Elevation in feet
Scenario without WSP | with WSP | Change
Baseline 538.6 537.6 -1.0
Upper Bound Diversion 538.7 538.0 -0.7
Lower Bound Diversion 538.5 537.0 -1.5

On a shorter time frame, there would be periods in late summer when drawdown would exceed 1 foot.
Under drought conditions, the reservoir water level may be 3 or more feet lower than current
operational levels for two or more months (typically mid-August to October). Although drawdown of
this magnitude would result in decreased recharge to the underlying aquifers and surface water
springs, the magnitude of the reduced recharge would be relatively insignificant. The predicted worst
case drawdown is an average of 4.97 feet over a period of 113 days. This would represent an
approximately 1.5 percent decline in the contribution of Lake Tapps water to recharge over the 113-
day time period. Given that leakage from Lake Tapps accounts for between 5 and 35 percent of total
recharge from the Lake Tapps Uplands, the resulting reduction in net recharge from the uplands
would be approximately 0.075 to 0.53 percent over the 113-day period, and 0.023 to 0.16 percent on
an annual basis. This minor reduction in recharge would be expected to occur less than 1 out of ten
years.
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Upper and Lower Bound Diversion Scenarios

Water Supply Availability

As in the Baseline scenario, sufficient water was available both the Upper and Lower Bound diversion
scenarios to meet water supply and source exchange needs.

White River Reservation Reach

As in the Baseline scenario, the WSP would have a beneficial impact to the Reservation Reach under

the Upper Bound diversion scenario. Under the Upper Bound diversion scenario, the WSP increased

the average flow in the Reservation Reach by 42 cfs (see Table 8). However, under the Lower Bound
diversion scenario, the WSP would reduce flow in the Reservation Reach by 51 cfs (see Table 8).

Historically, the average flow below the diversion dam was 530 cfs. As shown in Table 8, the Upper
and Lower Bound diversion scenarios result in significantly increased flows in the White River,
approximately doubling the flow. Although modeling results for the Lower Bound scenario indicate
that the WSP would cause a decrease of 51 cfs in the Reservation Reach, its worth noting that for this
scenario the average flow in that reach, both with and without the WSP, is the highest of all scenarios.

The modeled canal diversions for the Upper and Lower Bound diversion scenarios are shown in Table
9. The average canal diversion flows allowed in each scenario are defined by the operating rules (see
Sections 2.2.3 and 2.3.3) and the flushing flows allowed to maintain water quality in the lake (see
Section 3.4.1). Under the Upper Bound diversion scenario, the average diversions with and without
the WSP approach, but are less than, the 500 cfs diversion cap during spring refill and 375 cfs
diversion cap for the remainder of the year. The average diversions with the WSP are less than the
caps during all periods under this scenario.

Under the Lower Bound diversion scenario, the average diversions during the spring refill period are
303 cfs, and 340 cfs with and without the WSP, respectively. During all other periods the average
diversions are less than the other scenarios (see Table 9).

Lake Tapps Reservoir

The impacts of the WSP under the Upper and Lower Bound diversion scenarios are similar to those
presented for the Baseline scenario. Figures of lake water levels for each scenario and each year are
shown in Aspect Consulting 2005.

As with the Baseline scenario, the impact of the WSP on recreational levels was quantified by
counting the number of days between Labor Day and Memorial Day when the model predicted
reservoir levels would be below 541.5 feet. This analysis was performed for each year of the Upper
and Lower Bound diversion scenarios. The results for each scenario were identical to the Baseline
scenario presented in Table 10.

Lower White River
The impacts of the WSP under the Upper and Lower Bound diversion scenarios are similar to those
presented for the Baseline. Hydrographs for these scenarios are presented in Aspect Consulting 2005.

7Q10 & 7Q20. Low flows were calculated for the Upper and Lower Bound diversion scenarios,
without and with the WSP. In both scenarios the 7Q10 and 7Q20 flows were slightly higher with the
water WSP. For the Lower Bound Diversion, the 7Q10 and 7Q20 in the lower White River without
the WSP would be 313 and 297 cfs, respectively, and would increase to 332 and 313 cfs, respectively,
with the WSP. For the Upper Bound diversion scenario, the 7Q10 and 7Q20 in the lower White
River without the WSP would be 316 and 296 cfs, respectively and would increase to 333 and 315 cfs
with the WSP. Similar increases, but of smaller magnitudes, also occur for the 7Q10 and 7Q20 flows
in the Puyallup River at Puyallup.
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Lower Puyallup River

The impacts of the WSP under the Upper and Lower Bound diversion scenarios are similar to those
presented for the Baseline. Figures of Lower Puyallup flows for each scenario and each year are
shown in Aspect Consulting 2005.

Under the Upper Bound diversion scenario the WSP would increase flow in the lower Puyallup 8.7
percent of the time, reduce flow by between 0 and 150 cfs 73.6 percent of the time, and reduce flow
by more than 150 cfs 17.7 percent of the time. Under the Lower Bound diversion scenario the WSP
would increase flow in the lower Puyallup 6.0 percent of the time, reduce flow by between 0 and 150
cfs 72.6 percent of the time, and reduce flow by more than 150 cfs 21.4 percent of the time.

Puyallup River MIF Excursions. MIF excursion statistics for the Upper and Lower Bound diversion
scenarios are very similar to the Baseline scenario discussed above (see Table 11). The seasonality of
all three scenarios is also very similar.

Water Levels in the Lower Puyallup. On average, the WSP would reduce the stage in Puyallup River
by 0.09 feet, or 1.08 inches for both the Upper and Lower Bound diversion scenarios, which was the
same as the Baseline scenario. Under the Upper Bound diversion scenario increases in stage would
occur 5.1 percent of the time, stage would decrease by between 0 and 0.2 feet during 85.9 percent of
the time, and decreases greater than 0.2 feet would occur the remaining 9.0 percent of the time.
Under the Lower Bound diversion scenario increases in stage would occur 4.0 percent of the time,
stage would decrease by between 0 and 0.2 feet during 83.6 percent of the time, and decreases greater
than 0.2 feet would occur the remaining 12.4 percent of the time.

Groundwater

The impacts of the WSP on groundwater are tied to the Lake Tapps water elevation. Lake Tapps
water levels under the Upper and Lower Bound diversion scenarios are similar to those presented for
the Baseline scenario, as presented in Table 13.

3.4.3 Water Quality

3.4.3.1. Existing Conditions

Water quality in the White and Lower Puyallup Rivers and Lake Tapps is generally good with some
exceptions. Those exceptions include, historically, the reservation-reachReservation Reach, where
the White River has not met standards for temperature and pH, and the reach-eftheL.ower White
River-below-the-tatlrace, where dissolved oxygen levels have sagged in the past.

However, since PSE curtailed diversions to Lake Tapps, water quality in all three water bodies has
improved.

Water Quality Standards

Water quality standards are the criteria by which society determines if water is suitable for use. State
standards apply throughout the watershed except on tribal lands. On the Puyallup River, the Puyallup
Tribe’s standards apply between RM 1 and 7.3. Currently, there are no U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA)-approved water quality standards on the White River within the
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe’s reservation, although state standards apply above and below the
reservation.

Under both state and tribal standards, freshwater criteria apply throughout the watershed, except
below RM 3, where marine criteria apply at certain salinities. Where salinity exceeds 1 part per
thousand (ppt), the marine dissolved oxygen criterion applies. Where salinity exceeds 10 ppt, the
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marine fecal coliform bacteria criterion applies.3 State and Puyallup Tribe water quality criteria are
presently identical for dissolved oxygen (DO), pH, temperature and fecal eelifermscoliform (Table
14).

Table 14 - State and Puyallup Tribe Water Quality Criteria

Parameter Class A/ B Freshwater | Class A/ B Marine Waters
Temperature (maximum) 18°C/ 21°C 16°C/ 19°C

Dissolved Oxygen (minimum) 8 mg/L /6.5 mg/L 6 mg/L / 5 mg/L

pH 6.5>pH<8.5 72pH<85

Fecal Coliform 100 : 200/ 200 : 400 14 :43 /100 : 200
(Geometric mean: 90™ percentile)

Both the State and the Puyallup Tribe are in the process of revising their respective water quality
standards. In all likelihood, future standards will be more stringent than existing standards. EPA has
recommended and Ecology has proposed changes to state standards on the White and Puyallup rivers
that would lower the temperature standard to 13-16°C, depending on the time of year, and raise the
dissolved oxygen standard to 9.5 mg/L. The Puyallup Tribe of Indians has proposed temperature and
dissolved standards that are more stringent than EPA’s recommendations to the state.

Water Quality Conditions
In Ecology’s Water Quality Assessment Report for 2002-/2004, Ecology listed the following water
bodies downstream of the diversion as impaired:

e White River, for instream flow, temperature, pH, and fecal coliform;

e Puyallup River, for instream flow and mercury; and

e Lake Tapps, for invasive aquatic species. 4

Additionally, USGS monitoring in 2001 and 2002 showed that dissolved oxygen concentrations in the
White River can fall to levels near the standard during hydropower operations. Low dissolved oxygen
concentrations in the lower White River are problematic because in the mid-1990’s Ecology set new
limits for discharges to the White and Puyallup Rivers specifically to ensure that DO levels remained
above standards (Pelletier 1993 and 1994). In response to data that Ecology collected on the Puyallup
River in 2000, the agency announced that it would not allow planned increases in discharge limits that
municipalities will eventually need to serve growth (Ecology 2000). The USGS later showed that
Ecology’s 2000 data was in error, but Ecology has maintained the moratorium on accessing reserve
allocations based upon the USGS’s data that show that the White River at times is barely meeting
standards

White River Reservation Reach

Fecal coliform is probably the least problematic parameter. In monitoring at RM 8 in Auburn, there
were no violations in the past three years, and only one violation in the past five years, in 2002 (Table
15). Occasional high levels of fecal coliform in the White River are probably related to non-point
sources. Fecal coliform levels will likely go down in the future, as they have on the Puyallup River, in
response to land conversions to residential uses, the movement of the industry to the east side of the
state, and implementation of the State’s Dairy Waste Management Act and Confined Animal Feeding
Operation (CAFO) regulations and permits.

3 In the Puyallup River TMDL for BOD and Ammonia, Ecology located the 1 ppt line at RM 2.2,
roughly at the I-5 bridge. The 10 ppt line lies somewhere between RM 2.2 and the mouth of the river.

4 The listing as impaired is based upon a September 2000 survey of a boat launch area that found
Eurasian milfoil.
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Table 15 - White River Fecal Coliform Monitoring

Water Year Geometric Mean of Coliform | Percentage of Samples
Count (CFU /100 mL) > 200 CFU / 100mL

2001 13 8 %

2002 62 17 %

2003 8 0%

2004 10 8 %

2005 12 8 %

Notes: The state standards for fecal eelifermscoliform are geometric mean less than 100 CFU/100mL and less than 10
percent of samples with concentrations greater than 200 CFU/100mL. Values that exceed these thresholds are marked in
bold.

In the past, water temperature in the White River has regularly exceeded standards in summer months
(Figure 12). These violations are due in part to conditions in the upper watershed, where several
major tributaries, including the Greenwater and Clearwater Rivers, have also exceeded the standard.
In 2003, in cooperation with the U.S. Forest Service, Ecology prepared a Total Maximum Daily Load
study for temperature and sediment for the upper river, and the USFS is now implementing the
recommendations from that study. It will likely be many years before forest conditions return to a
state that allow standards to be met.
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Water diversions into Lake Tapps also affect temperature in the Reservation Reach. Diversions
reduce the amount of water available to absorb heat that sunlight and warm air impart to the river,
resulting in higher water temperatures. Data from 2001, when PSE was diverting water for
hydropower production, and 2004, the first summer after PSE curtailed such diveriensdiversions,
show that diversions for hydropower can contribute to a change in temperature of several degrees in
the Reservation Reach. In 2001, summer flows in the White River were in the range of 250 to 1000
cfs, the result of a dry water year and hydropower diversions. In 2004, with diversions for power
generation halted, flows in the river were higher, in the range 500 to 4500 cfs (Figure 13). In 2004,
with more water in the river, temperatures were 2-3°C (4-6 °F) lower than in 2001 (Figure 14). The
decrease in water temperature occurred despite summer 2004 air temperatures in Washington State
that were “much above normal...one of the 11 warmest periods on record.” Had temperatures been
similar between the two years, the decrease in water temperature in 2004 would have been greater.

pH violations occur primarily as a result of phosphorus-rich municipal wastewater dischargers from
the towns of Enumclaw and Buckley immediately below the diversion and, to a lesser extent, non-
point sources (Figure 15). Higher concentrations of phosphorus cause increased growth of algae on
the river bottom, and algae consume dissolved carbon dioxide in river water for growth. Reduced
levels of dissolved carbon dioxide, an acid in water, cause the pH to rise.

pH also changes with flow. This occurs because higher flows reduce, through dilution, the
concentration of phosphorus in the river. pH in the Reservation Reach was lower in 2004 than in
2001 as a result of increased flows in the White River in 2004 after PSE stopped diverting water for
power generation (Figure 16).

Ecology, the EPA, the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe and the Puyallup Tribe of Indians are together
preparing a Total Maximum Daily Load Study for phosphorus on the White River. Ecology expects
to require new controls on dischargers as a result of this study.>

Lake Tapps Reservoir
Lake Tapps is probably not impaired but some understanding of water quality in the lake is important
for understanding water quality in the lower White River and the Puyallup River.

Like most lakes in North America, Lake Tapps stratifies in the summer, resulting in a warmer layer of
water on top and a colder layer below. Stratification occurs because warm air and direct sun light
heat the water on the lake surface. As the water on top warms, it becomes buoyant, and it tends to
float on top of, rather than mix with, the underlying cold water. In the fall, air temperatures drop and
the lake surface water cools down. Fall, winter, and spring winds are then able to keep lake water
slowly mixed from top to bottom before the onset of stratification in the late spring.

In stratified lakes, the deeper cold water usually has lower levels of dissolved oxygen than the
overlying warmer water. Lower DO occurs at depth because algae that live near the surface
eventually die and sink to deeper water where they decompose - causing DO to drop. If a lake has an
abundant source of light (from the sun — most lakes do) and nutrients in its surface layer, algae growth
rates will be high. As a result, higher levels of nutrients and light lead to increased algae, which in
turn lead to decreased DO in deep water.

5 The level and cost of phosphorus treatment depends directly on the minimum instream flow of the
river. For the minimum instream flows recommended here, the additional treatment will consist of
biological phosphorus removal, a process similar to, but more expensive than, the biological
treatment systems the towns use now..
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What primarily determines the quality of water in a lake is the quality of its source water — in this
case, the White River. Since the White River carries a large sediment load at times, water in Lake
Tapps has been (historically) cloudy, creating a low light condition that is not favorable for algae
growth. Phosphorus levels in the lake have probably varied historically with changing phosphorus
levels in the river.

The amount of water moving through a lake (“Flushing Flow”) also influences water quality in the
lake. If a relatively small amount of water is entering a lake relative to its size, water will remain in
the lake for a long time. In the summer, lake water would have time to warm up, and sediment — and
sediment-bound pollutants like phosphorus — would have time to settle to the bottom. In contrast, if a
relatively large amount of water is moving through a lake, there would be less time for water to warm
up and for sediment to settle out. With respect to suspended sediment, a lake is in effect a large
settling basin.

When PSE stopped diverting water for power generation in 2004, a number of parties noted that a
change in flow through the lake could affect lake water quality. Some of the changes could make
water quality better for recreational and aquatic life:
e A longer lake residence time weutdshould result in warmer water in the upper levels of the
lake where most recreational activity occurs.
e A decrease in the amount of sediment delivered to the lake sewldshould result in clearer
water, a more aesthetic condition for recreation.
e A decrease in the amount of phosphorus delivered to the lake by the river swextdshould result
in a decrease of algae, clearer water, and higher levels of dissolved oxygen in the deeper lake
waters.

But some changes could counterbalance the positive changes and make water quality worse:

e A warmer surface layer wetldshould result in lower dissolved oxygen at the surface, as
warmer water holds less dissolved oxygen than cold water.

e A decrease in the amount of suspended sediment in the lake weuldshould increase light at the
lake, bringing increased algae and aquatic plant growth.

e Less dilution of any phosphorus that enters the lake from lake-side sources wewtdshould
cause increased algae levels, more turbid water, and lower levels of dissolved oxygen in the
deeper lake waters.

Both Ecology and Pierce County sampled Lake Tapps in 2004 and 2005 to characterize water quality.
The following conclusions can be drawn from the data:
1) Temperatures were higher near the surface of the lake in 2004 relative to earlier years,
reflecting increased residence time (Figure 17).6
2) The lake was clearer than in earlier years. This is the combined effect of a decrease in the
sediment loading and an increase in residence time (allowing for more settling - Figure 18).
3) Algal levels in the lake were low. Average chlorophyll-A was below EPA’s reference
condition of 3.5 pg/L in six of nine stations (Table 16).
4) Algal levels in the lake were low because phosphorus levels were low. In Lake Tapps, six of
nine stations were below the state’s action level of 20 pug/L (Table 16). The two stations

6 The 1997 data is Ecology data. Ecology collected a small amount of data on Lake Tapps between
1997 and 2000 under Ecology’s Volunteer Lakes Monitoring Program. The data are primarily secchi
disc depth (a measure of water clarity, measured as the depth to which an observer can see a dinner-
plate sized disc lowered on a rope into the lake) and depth profiles of temperature and dissolved
oxygen.

54



where phosphorus levels were highest were located near the point where the canal flows into

1903

1904 the lake and are not representative of lake conditions.

1905  In summary, lake water quality was good in 2004 and 2005 despite, or perhaps because of, the
1906  decrease in diversions those years.
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1910
1911 Figure 18 - Lake Tapps Secchi Depth 1997-1999, 2004, 2005 (August)

1912 | Table 16 - Summary of Lake Tapps Epilimneticion Water Quality Data

Station Average Total Phosphorus Average Chlorophyll-A
in pg/L in pg/L
Aug - Nov 2004 | Mar - Aug 2005 | Aug-Nov 2004 | Mar - Aug 2005
1 49 28 1.8 2.2
2 42 21 2.2 3.5
3 14 10 1.7 2.1
4 10 12 1.9 3.5
5 9 14 2.6 4.2
6 12 1.7 33
7 22 18 5.7 3.9
8 11 15 2.1 2.7
9 8 11 1.7 43

1913 Note: The state action level for total phosphorus is 20 pg/L. The EPA reference condition for Chlorophyll-A is 3.5 pg/L.
1914 Values that exceed these thresholds are marked in bold.
1915

1916  Lower White River

1917 | Water quality in the lewerLower White River is dependent on the amount and quality of water

1918  coming from the upstream White River and that coming from Lake Tapps. For example, during

1919  hydropower operations in 2001, flows in the Reservation Reach were relatively low (see Figure 13),
1920 | while dischargesoutflows from Lake Tapps were relatively high (Figure 19). As a result, 2001 flows
1921 in the lewerriverLower White River primarily consisted of disehargesoutflows from Lake Tapps, and
1922 lake water quality strongly influenced lower river water quality.
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In contrast, in 2004, absent hydropower operations, flows in the Reservation Reach were relatively
high, while disehargesoutflows from Lake Tapps were relatively low. As a result, 2004 flows in the
lower river primarily consisted of water from the upstream White River.

During August through October 2001, when PSE was diverting water for hydropower, HDR (PSE’s
consultant) collected continuous water quality monitoring data from the Lake Tapps tailrace and from
the White River at RM 4.9 (above the tailrace). At the same time, the USGS collected data from the
White River at RM 1.8 (below the tailrace), and from the Puyallup River at RM 2.9 and 5.8. The
USGS and HDR recorded dissolved oxygen, temperature, pH, and specific conductance continuously,
resulting in a record of the variation of these parameters throughout the day.

Dissolved oxygen, temperature, and pH were in violation of state water quality standards on one or
more occasions during the monitoring period. Dissolved oxygen was below the standard of 8 mg/L
on two occasions in the White River at RM 1.8. Temperature violations occurred in the White River
at locations upstream (RM 4.9) and downstream (RM 1.8) of the tailrace. pH was above the standard
(8.5) in the White River at RM 4.9 (above the tailrace). Monitoring results are described more
completely in TM 19 and Ebbert (2002).
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Figure 19 - Lake Tapps Tailrace Average Daily Flow, Summer 2001 and 2004

Historically, when PSE was operating Lake Tapps for hydropower production, water in the Lake
Tapps tailrace had higher temperatures, lower DO, and a lower pH than the White River above the
tailrace. The differences between Lake Tapps and the White River for specific parameters varied
considerably in the 2001 monitoring, with the average temperature of tailrace releases 1.7 °C higher,
average DO was 0.7 mg/L lower, and average pH was 0.62 units higher than the White River
upstream of the tailrace at RM 4.9.
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1951 Comparing temperatures in 2001 (hydropower diversions) and 2004 (no hydropower diversions) it is
1952 not readily apparently that hydropower affected temperature in the lower river (Figure 20).
1953  However, the additional flow in the river in 2004 probably did have an effect on temperature.
1954  Without higher flows, river water temperature would have been higher given the very warm summer
1955  air temperatures in 2004.
1956
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1958  Figure 20 - White River Daily Maximum Temperature, 2001 and 2004, (RM 1.8)
1959 | After reviewing the 2001 data, Ecology modeled the effects of the tailrace disehargeflows on
1960  dissolved oxygen in the White and Puyallup Rivers. The model runs examined several scenarios
1961  based on the observed 2001 tailrace flow and water quality data, and compared results from these
1962  model runs to the May-October 7Q10 model run that was the basis of the TMDL allocations (Table
1963 17). All of the model runs assume historic low-flow conditions in the river system — 132 cfs in the
1964  Reservation Reach, and 335 cfs in the Puyallup at the confluence.
1965
1966  Table 17- Lower White River Dissolved Oxygen Model Input Data
Scenario Name Tailrace DisehargeFlow Tailrace DO in mg/L
in cfs
May-Oct 300 8.0
2000-78 2000 7.8
1500-76 1500 7.6
1000-72 1000 7.2
500-72 500 7.2
178-62 178 6.2
1967
1968 | The model predicts that disehargesoutiflows from Lake Tapps during hydropower generation in low
1969 | flow conditions would reduce dissolved oxygen in the lewerLower White River by roughly 2 mg/L
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(Figure 21). Below the tailrace, the model predicts that DO would be in the range of 7.5-8 mg/L
(below the standard), and about 1 mg/L lower than predicted in the TMDL analysis. Upstream of the
tailrace, the model predicts that DO in the White River will be roughly 9.7 mg/L (almost 2 mg/L
above the standard).
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Figure 21 - Model-Predicted Dissolved Oxygen in the White River during Critical Conditions

Lower Puyallup River

The Puyallup River below the confluence generally meets water quality standards. Summer
temperatures in 2001, when PSE was generating hydropower, met standards and were similar to
temperature in 2004, when they were not generating power (Figure 22). The additional flow in the
White River in 2004 probably helped keep Puyallup River temperatures down despite the heat of that
summer. Dissolved oxygen levels also met standards both years (Figure 23).

Although the Puyallup River meets water quality standards, it is likely affected by the
disehargesoutflows from Lake Tapps. Ecology’s TMDL model runs predict that at the confluence,
Puyallup River dissolved oxygen drops about 1 mg/L from near 11 mg/L to near 10 mg/L (Figure 24).
The decrease is the result of the Puyallup River’s merger with the White River that contains the Lake
Tapps outflows. When the TMDL model was run using 2001 data, DO levels fell further, to the range
of 8.5t0 9.5 mg/L. The model-predicted decrease near RM 2.0 (Figure 24) results from mixing of
river water with naturally-occurring, lower-DO saltwater in Commencement Bay that intrudes into
the river estuary at high tide.
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Figure 24 - Model-Predicted Dissolved Oxygen in the Puyallup River during Critical Conditions

3.4.3.2 Methodology
Beginning in January 2004, PSE reduced diversions to Lake Tapps and as a result lake and river
water quality changed, generally for the better.

When the WSP comes on line, new instream flow requirements will again increase flows in the White
River, and again reduce flows through Lake Tapps, although the change in flows will be much
smaller than in 2004. Water quality should remain good in the lake and improve in the river. In the
lake, low phosphorus levels should continue to restrict algae growth despite longer water residence
times that promote that growth. In the river, increased flow will result in cooler water temperatures
when flows are lowest in the late summer.

To assess changes in water quality, we examined the Baseline and Upper and Lower Bound Diversion
scenarios for the water quality parameters of primary interest (see Section 3.4.3.1). In the lake,
nuisance algae are the primary (potential) water quality concern. In the river, temperature is the
primary concern. For each of the three scenarios, we used the hydrologic model to predict flow
through the lake and in the river during the 1991-2002 water years and used the resulting predicted
flows to assess changes in water quality as described in the following sections.

Lake Tapps Reservoir Water Quality

To evaluate lake water quality, we used the model-predicted flows from the tailrace to calculate
flushing rates and residence times during the summer. The predicted residence times were compared
with the residence time that is necessary to control algae through flushing, about 1 month. We also
reviewed annual flushing rates.

To calculate the percent of the lake that flushes we used monthly theoretical residence times (0)
calculated as the lake volume (V) divided by the flow-rate through the lake (Q), 8 = V/Q. This
calculation provides an estimate of the theoretical flushing rate, or the upper bound on flushing.
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2029

2030  The goal of “flushing” a lake (diverting more water through a lake to reduce the hydraulic residence
2031  time) is to move algae through the lake fast enough that population levels don’t have time to increase
2032  to nuisance levels.” In effect, water moving through a lake is like a conveyor belt carrying a growing
2033 algae population. If the belt moves fast enough, algae do not have time to grow to nuisance levels
2034  before reaching the lake exit.

2035

2036  For Lake Tapps, with or without the WSP, flushing rates are low, residence times are high, and algae
2037  have time to grow to nuisance levels. The reason they do not is that there is not enough phosphorus
2038  in the lake to support their growth. PSE’s existing lake operations such as the annual drawdown of
2039  lake levels and the use of settling basins in the diversion canal, are important factors in keeping
2040  phosphorus levels low. The settling basins remove a high percentage of the phosphorus that enters
2041  the diversion canal from the river.

2042

2043  When water supply operations commence, phosphorus loadings to the lake will decrease. The

2044  reduction will occur because a) lower diversion rates result in a lower total phosphorus load diverted
2045  out of the river and b) lower diversion rates improve the removal efficiency of the settling basins.
2046  Hence, a 50 percent reduction in diversions should reduce phosphorus loadings to the lake from the
2047  river by more than half.

2048

2049  Finally, although lake flows are not currently enough to “flush” the lake in the summer, lake level
2050 | drawdown in the fall and winter flows together aremaybe sufficient to do so annually. Winter

2051 | drawdown resultsshould result in water moving out of the side-basins and into the central basin where
2052  the water can be eventually pushed out of the lake by inflowing water.

2053

2054  White and Puyallup River Water Quality

2055 | To evaluate the potential effects of the WSP on water quality in the ReserveirReservation Reach of
2056  the White River, we used the flows predicted by the water quantity model to calculate changes in
2057  temperature at White River RM 15.5 and RM 4.9 using ‘a flow/temperature regression analysis

2058  developed by the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, - ‘{Comment [A24]: Add to reference }
2059 section.

2060  3.4.3.3 Potential Effects of the WSP

2061  Baseline Scenario

2062  White River Reservation Reach

2063  Under the Baseline scenario, water supply operations would primarily either increase or not change

2064  summer flow in the White River. About 40 percent of the time there would be little change in

2065 summer flow in the river - that is, the change would be no more than plus or minus 5 cfs (Figure 25),

2066  or 1 percent of the flow in the river (Figure 26). Another 40 percent of the time, flows would increase

2067  inthe river. About 20 percent of the time, summer flow would decrease. 8 It is important to note that

2068  decreases in flow in the White and Puyallup Rivers only occur when MIFs are met.

2069

2070  There is a difference in the magnitude of flow increases and flow decreases. The increased flows are

2071  comparatively large; more than one-half are greater than 100 cfs. In contrast, the decreased flows are

2072 relatively small; only about one-quarter are greater than 100 cfs..

7 Another “flushing” concept is to bring in a higher quality source of water to dilute or displace lower
quality lake water. In this case, there is no alternative water source and lake water quality is already
good.

8 Figures 25 and 26 were modeled using data from 1991- 2002
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2074  Figure 25 - Change in Summer Flow in the Reservation Reach of the White River — Baseline Scenario
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2076 Figure 26 - Percent Change in Summer Flow in the Reservation Reach of the White River — Baseline
2077 Scenario
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2078  Changes in summer water quality track changes in flow. At RM 15.5 the highest temperatures would
2079  be reduced from a range of 17-18°C, to a range of 16-17°C (Figure 27).° Forty percent of the time,
2080  water quality in the river would improve — temperatures would drop slightly. Another 40 percent of
2081  the time, there would be little change in temperature — corresponding to the 40 percent of the time that
2082  there is little change in flow (Figure 28 and Figure 29). And about 20 percent of the time, water

2083  quality in the river would be adversely affected under this scenario.

2084

2085  As with flow changes, there is a difference in magnitude in water quality improvements. More than
2086  one-half of the decreases in temperature are between 0.3 and 0.5°C, while only about one-tenth of the
2087  temperature increases are in that range. Temperatures do not exceed the state standard (18°C) at RM
2088  15.5(18°C), but do exceed the standard at RM 4.9.

2089

2090  With respect to DO, Ecology set current discharge limits in the Puyallup River basin to achieve the
2091  dissolved oxygen standard of 8 mg/L using a minimum instream flow of roughly 130 cfs in the White
2092  River. Higher minimum instream flows as a part of the WSP would raise DO levels in the White
2093  River such that DO levels will remain substantially above 8 mg/L above the tailrace under all

2094  scenarios.
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2097 Figure 27 - Summer Temperature at White River RM 15.5 and RM 4.9, with and without WSP

9 All temperatures reported in the text and figures are daily maximum temperatures.
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Figure 28 - Change in Summer Temperature at White River RM 15.5 and RM 4.9 — Baseline Scenario
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Lake Tapps Reservoir

Without the WSP, up to 55 percent of the lake’s water would be replaced by fresh inflow each
summer, on average (Table 18). With only about 18 percent of the lake replaced by fresh water each
month during summer, water in the lake would have a residence time of several months. With the
WSP, about 60 percent of the lake’s water or less would be replaced by fresh inflow every summer —
about 20 percent each summer month, on average.

Table 18 - Maximum Possible Lake Flushing with and without the WSP

Summer Lake Flushing (%) Annual Lake Flushing (%)
Scenario without WSP | with WSP without WSP with WSP
Baseline 55 60 430 425
Lower Bound Diversion | 10 55 320 375
Upper Bound Diversion | 105 90 940 865

The small increase in flushing likely would have little effect on nuisance algae growth. To control
nuisance algae through flushing, residence time in the summer would need to be about a month; that
is, the lake would have to be entirely (100 percent) flushed every month, or 3 times (300 percent)
over the summer.

With or without the WSP, there would not be enough water flowing through the lake to control
nuisance algae. In practice, very few lakes have sufficient flow to control algae through flushing —
the amount of water required is too great. As a result, Lake Tapps managers will likely control algae
the way lake managers control algae at most if not nearly all other lakes - by controlling phosphorus
loadings.

Lower White River

Water quality in the Lower White River is dependent on the amount and quality of water coming
from the White River Reservation Reach and tailrace-disehargesoutflows from Lake Tapps. Failrace
disehargesOutflows from Lake Tapps typically represent a small percentage of total White River
flow. Therefore, water quality in the Lower White River is controlled primarily by water quality in
the Reservation Reach. Water quality impacts of the WSP on the Reservation Reach are discussed
above. Impacts of the WSP on the Lower White River are discussed in terms of tailrace

dischargesflows.

Data collected in 2001 under hydropower operations indicate that water in the tailrace
disehargescanal typically havehad higher temperature and lower dissolved oxygen values than the
White River (Section 3.4.3.1). Temperature data collected after hydropower operations ceased in
2004 were similar to that collected in 2001 suggesting that tailrace water quality may not vary much
based on operations. Therefore, tailrace water quality under post-hydropower operations is likely
similar to that measured in 2001.

Based on the assumption that tailrace disehargesflows may contribute higher temperature and lower
dissolved oxygen water to the Lower White River, the WSP will improve water quality over the
baseline condition by Hmitingreducing tailrace disehargeflows to the river. Figure 30 shows the
simulated magnitude of change in tailrace disehargeflow due to the WSP. Typically tailrace
disehargesflows are reduced by the WSP by 50 to 100 cfs. This range corresponds to the WSP
withdrawal of 83.3 cfs from most of the year. Tailrace disehargesflows without the WSP are rarely
greater than with the WSP.
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Figure 30 - Change in Tailrace Discharge- Baseline Scenario

Lower Puyallup River

Water quality impacts of the WSP are expected to be minimal in the Lower Puyallup River. Water
quality in the Lower Puyallup corresponds to the Lower White River as discussed above. No project
impacts occur between the Lower White and Puyallup Rivers, therefore any effect the WSP has on
water quality in the White River will be lessened by additional flow volume in the Puyallup River.

Upper and Lower Bound Diversion Scenarios

White River Reservation Reach

The higher instream flow requirements associated with the WSP will change diversions and water
quality under all of the scenarios. These new requirements will decrease diversions when flows are
lowest, resulting in improved water quality at critical periods — those periods of low flow when the
river is most susceptible to violations of water quality standards. However, under the Lower Bound
diversion scenario, water supply operations would decrease summer flow in the White River about 70
percent of the time. But in this scenario there is more water in the river to begin with, so flows in the
river with the WSP would be about the same as for the Baseline scenario.

As previously discussed, changes in summer water quality correspond with changes in flow. The new
minimum instream flows included as part of the project would reduce the highest daily maximum
temperatures, from a range of 17-18°C, to a range of 16-17°C. Under the Lower Bound diversion
scenario about 70 percent of the time, temperatures would increase as a result of the decrease in flow.
However, most of these changes are relatively small; about 70 percent of the changes in temperature
are in the range of plus or minus 1 percent.
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Under the Upper Bound diversion scenario, water supply operations would increase summer flow in
the White River about half of the time. However, flows in the river with the WSP would be generally
lower than flows under Baseline and Lower Bound diversion scenarios as a result of sustained, higher
flushing rates, except during very low flow, when new instream flow requirements would maintain
higher flows in the river.

As with the Lower Bound diversion scenario, the new minimum instream flows would reduce the
highest daily maximum temperatures, from a range of 17-18°C, to a range of 16-17°C. Again, most
of these changes are relatively small, with about 70% of the changes in temperature in the range of
plus or minus 1 percent.

Under the Baseline scenario, the water supply project either improves or does not change flow in the
White River roughly 70 percent of the time. As a result, water quality largely improves or remains
unchanged. The reason that the water supply project would not change flows in the White River —
under either the Baseline or Upper Bound diversion scenarios - is that normally there would be
enough water diverted into the lake under baseline operations to satisfy the WSP. As a result, water
supply needs would, for the most part, not increase diversions above the baseline and water quality in
the river would not change.

On the other hand, under the Lower Bound diversion scenario, diversions during the summer will not
be enough to meet the WSP demand. Diversions would increase and thus would have the greatest
relative impact on flow and water quality. However the impact to flow and water quality are largely
offset under the new minimum flow requirements with the WSP by virtue of the fact that there is
more water in the river when compared to the Baseline scenario.

The frequency and direction of the change in water quality are probably more certain than the
magnitude. The former are driven by changes in hydrology; when flows in the river improve, water
quality improves. Changes in magnitude are less certain, for two reasons. First, models provide
estimates of conditions and there is inherent uncertainty in these estimates. Second, Massmann ‘
developed his temperature regression using 2004 summer data, when river flows were generally
below 1000 cfs. Over the 1991-2002 period of record, summer flows are above 1000 cfs about 30
percent of the time, usually in July. The uncertainty in model results increases when one uses it to
make predictions outside of the original data range. Nonetheless, with few exceptions, more flow in
the summer improves water quality in the river, and less flow degrades water quality — although in
this case, all of the changes are relatively small.

Lake Tapps Reservoir

The hydrologic model results for the Lower Bound Scenario indicate that the WSP would increase
summer lake flushing by a factor of 5 (Table 18). The increase in flushing is caused by increased
diversion from the White River for the water supply withdrawal. Results for the Upper Bound
Scenario indicate that the WSP would result in a 15 percent reduction in flushing. The decrease
results from implementation of the higher MIF and the MIF compliant diversion mitigation element.
In both cases, residence times with and without the WSP would not be sufficient to control nuisance
algae blooms. Controlling algae likely would occur through control of phosphorus.

A future issue for lake managers will be the effect (if any) of changes in annual flushing rates, due to
the variation in residence time in different parts of the lake. The central basin of Lake Tapps, located
on a more-or-less direct route between the inflow and exit points, probably flushes more quickly than
other parts of the lake. Under the Baseline scenario, about 4 times the lake volume (423 percent) will
move out through the tail-race in any year, on average. Even with variable flushing rates within the
lake, that volume of water is probably enough to completely flush the lake, including the peripheral
lake basins, every year, assuming 2-3 lake volumes are sufficient to completely flush the lake. If
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average annual through-flow is reduced by half ( i.e. 200 percent of lake volume) the lake may not
completely flush in as many years as it now does. The affect of changes in annual flushing rates, if
any, is not clear at this time. Ecology is requiring leng-term-meniteringthe permit holder to conduct a
three year water quality study in the lake partly in consideration of this uncertainty.

Lower White River

As discussed with the Baseline scenario, tailrace dischargesflows are reduced with the WSP under
both Upper and Lower Bound diversion scenarios, reducing water quality impacts in the Lower White
River. Under the Upper Bound diversion scenario, tailrace disehargesflows with the WSP are
reduced 50 to 100 cfs, 54% of the time. This reduction is similar to the results of the Baseline
diversion (50-100 cfs 48% of the time, Figure 30). Under the Lower Bound Diversion scenario,
tatlrace-dischargestalraceflowstailrace flows are very similar with and without the WSP. Tailrace
disehargesFlows in the tailrace canal are within 5 cfs 54% of the time.

Lower Puyallup River

As discussed with the Baseline scenario, water quality impacts of the WSP are expected to be
minimal in the Lower Puyallup River for the Upper and Lower Bound Diversion scenarios. Under all
scenarios, the water quality impacts of the WSP are lessened as you move downstream.

3.4.4 Fisheries and Biology

The following assessment is based on the descriptions of the effects of the proposed WSP on the
hydrology and water quality characteristics of the White River and Puyallup River systems described
in the previous two sections of this ROE. Effects of the WSP are defined as those effects that result
from flow and water quality changes to Baseline scenarios. Background information on the fish and
aquatic resources of the White and Puyallup Rivers is drawn from TM 26 (HDR 2002) and from
other, readily available sources.

3.4.4.1 Existing Conditions

The Puyallup/White River system supports up to eight species of salmonid fishes and has significant
anadromous runs of chinook, coho, pink, and chum salmon as well as steelhead and cutthroat trout.
Native char (bull trout and/or Dolly Varden) are also reported in the upper reaches of the watershed,
although very few char have been captured in extensive beach seining in Commencement Bay (PIE
1998), indicating that few, if any, char move through lower river areas that would be affected by the
WSP.

Adult salmonids use habitats in the lower Puyallup River and in the lower White River for upstream
migration, including holding during those migrations. The channelized low-gradient nature of both
reaches limits the amount of spawning. Juvenile salmonids use the lower Puyallup River and the
Reservation Reach for downstream migration and rearing, as well as making the osmoregulatory
adjustment necessary for life in salt water.

White River chinook populations include spring and summer/fall runs. Migrating fish enter the river
from May to mid-September, as illustrated in Figure 31.
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Figure 31 - Chinook Return Timing, White River Fish Facility, 1965-1977 (J. Dillon, USACE).

Hatchery and natural populations of White River chinook spawn in September and October.

Spawning is known to occur in the upper White River basin and in the Reservation Reach. Chinook
fry emerge from January through March. Studies indicate that a significant portion of spring chinook
smolt (up to 80%) and migrate downstream in April and May as subyearlings (WDFW 1996; Dunston

1955). Wild smolts from the White River typically outmigrate as subyearlings and are probably

resident in the estuary from April to May (Kerwin 1999). A relatively small portion (20%) of White
River chinook outmigrate as yearlings and are not believed to spend significant time in the estuary

before migrating offshore. Very little data is available on the oceanic phase of the White River

chinook life cycle. White River chinook return to spawn at ages of 2-5 years, with the majority of
spawners 3-4 years old \(WDFW 1996%)L 7777777777777777777777777777777777777777 - {

Chinook populations in the White River have experienced several manmade alterations of natural
hydrology, most significantly:

1) The White River flowed into the Green River until 1889, when a new channel was dynamited
(perhaps accidentally) directing it to the Stuck River, a tributary to the Puyallup. After that

the White River periodically switched channels between the Green and Stuck Rivers until

1906, when a flood changed the course of the river, directing it again into the Stuck River.
By 1914 channelization efforts permanently diverted the White River into its present course.
2) The White River Hydropower Project was constructed in 1911, blocking fish passage to the
upper reaches of the White River. Operation of the hydropower project from 1911 to 2004
significantly altered the hydrology of the White River and the lower reaches of the Puyallup

River.

3) Mud Mountain Dam was completed in 1948 and is an impassable barrier to fish.

Over the last century, anadromous salmonid populations (hereafter generalized as "salmonids")

indigenous to the system have adapted in varying degrees to these altered conditions. The primary
impact during the period of project operation has been the diversion of water into Lake Tapps and the
reduced habitat available in the White River between the diversion dam and the tailrace (RM 24.3 to

RM 3.6) for salmonid migration, spawning (White River only) and rearing. Past actions of the
project, in the form of river dewatering, sediment sluicing, and deficient bypass screens were
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significant factors for decline of the stock that led to the environmental baseline condition of a
population reduced significantly enough that it became listed as threatened under the ESA.

The most dependable source of information for Chinook population started in 1941 with the
construction of Mud Mountain Dam; nearly 30 years after the White River Hydropower Project began
operation. All past and current estimates of population size are based on trap counts from the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) facility (Figure 32). The available trap counts indicate a steady
decline in abundance of White River chinook from 1942 through the mid-1980s. In addition to
effects from the hydropower project, decreases in abundance were likely associated with increasing
anthropogenic actions, including construction of Mud Mountain Dam, intensive logging of the upper
watershed, and continuing development and flood control efforts in the valley.

White River chinook were cultured at both NOAA Fisheries facilities in Manchester and WDFW
facilities at Minter Creek beginning in 1977 to preserve the population from extinction. These actions
were undertaken in direct response to the population decline that resulted, in large part, from effects
of the hydropower project. Since the early 1980°s, when minimal chinook were observed, increasing
trap counts have been observed associated with efforts to improve fish passage and survival,
including increasing the minimum flows in the Reservation Reach, improving fish passage at Mud
Mountain Dam in 1995, installing new fish screens at the White River Hydropower Project in 1996,
and releasing White River chinook raised in captive broodstock and conventional hatchery programs
in the 1990s. In recent years, substantial recovery of the fishery has been acknowledged by WDFW.

Buckley Trap Counts
Chinook Transported above Mud Mountain Dam
(1941-2001)
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Figure 32 - Buckley Trap Counts, Chinook Transported Above Mud Mountain Dam (1941-2001; J.
Dillon, Corps)
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The 1986 settlement agreement between PSE (then Puget Power) and the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe
increased the required minimum flow below the diversion dam from 30 to 130 cfs, significantly
improving habitat in that reach. Increasing trap counts in the 1990s have likely been influenced by
the release of over 2,000,000 unmarked, hatchery-reared White River spring chinook between 1992
and 1999. The Muckleshoot Indian Tribe opened a hatchery near the site of the PSE Diversion Dam
in 1989 using eggs from the conventional and captive broodstock programs. The first releases were
in 1991 and the first adults returned in 1992. Off-site rearing is planned to be phased out when
recovery goals are reached. The White River spring chinook hatchery stock is considered part of the
Puget Sound chinook Evolutionarily Significant Unit, is listed as threatened, and has been determined
to be essential for recovery (64 FR 14308).

In January 2004, PSE ceased operating the hydroelectric project, and average diversions since that
date have declined significantly, with flows diverted primarily for refilling of Lake Tapps and
maintenance of lake levels. A hydrograph illustrating the differences in Lake Tapps releases during
hydropower operations (based on 2001 data) and since the hydropower operation ceased (2004) is
presented in Figure 19. The reductions in diversion associated with the cessation of the hydropower
project are expected to have significant positive impacts on the local fishery.

3.4.4.2 Methodology

The analyses discussed in the following section are based on Instream Flow Incremental
Methodology (IFIM) modeling previously reported on by the USGS, recent IFIM/Weighted Useable
Area (WUA) analysis conducted by Ecology, wetted width studies conducted by PSE's consultants
(R2 Resource Consultants), stage/discharge relationships analyzed by PSE's consultants, and
computer flow modeling conducted by Ecology's consultants (Aspect Consulting) as described in
Section 3.4.2.2.

In 1991, the USGS reported on IFIM studies at 3 sites on the Puyallup River (RM 7, 14, and 20), and
2 sites on the White River (RM 3 and 5) to evaluate optimal flow to provide fish habitat based on
water depth, velocity, substrate, and cover (Embrey 1991). The White River RM 3 study area is
downstream of the Lake Tapps tailrace, and the White River joins the Puyallup River at RM 10.4, just
upstream of the Puyallup River RM 7 study area.

The results of the IFIM studies were used in conjunction with water quality data and updated fish
preference curves developed by Ecology and WDFW to establish minimum flows in the White River
that are protective of the fishery and a condition of the Water Supply Project.

The wetted width and stage height comparisons were conducted for the lower White River and
Puyallup River in order to assess the impacts of the WSP on habitat downstream of the
WSP.

Water quantity modeling analysis of the effects of the WSP on streamflows is described in Section
3.4.2.3. For consideration of habitat impacts, flow variability as a result of the WSP was assessed
during the critical summer low flow period in the Reservation Reach, the lower White River, and the
lower Puyallup River. In addition, impact of decreases in flow in the White River following periods
when diversion were reduced because the Puyallup River MIF was not being met (i.e. the MIF
compliant diversion mitigation element was in effect) was assessed.

The analysis of potential habitat/biological impacts from the flow modeling of the WSP focuses on
the most likely diversion conditions, referred to as the Baseline scenario, determined from the
diversion history since hydropower production ceased in January 2004, as outlined in Section 3.4.1
and in Table 7. In order to consider a range of potential diversion scenarios, biological effects were
also evaluated for Upper Bound and Lower Bound diverstonDiversion scenarios (see section 3.4.1).
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3.4.4.3 Potential Effects of the Water Supply Project
Certain elements of the WSP would provide a direct benefit to biological aspects of the White and
Puyallup river system and other watersheds as well through the source exchange component:

Modified 10(j) flows. The Modified 10(j) flows included in the WSP are higher than the required
Agency 10(j) flows and would serve as an enhancement to the Reservation Reach of the White River
during critical low flow periods, particularly in the fall, as discussed in detail in Section 3.4.2.3.

MIF Compliant Diversion Mitigation Element. Conducting the diversions in conformance with
Puyallup MIFs established by WAC 173-510-030 would support fish habitat maintenance goals
intended by the WAC during low flow periods in the Puyallup River.

FaHlFall Drawdown Enhancement Plan. When the Puyallup River flow is below the MIF in October,
the project would release up to 50 cfs from Lake Tapps in order to improve flows. Also, during the
fall drawdown period, the release from Lake Tapps would be at least 300 cfs or the amount necessary
to meet the MIF. This augmentation plan has been formulated to remedy the potential for the WSP to
increase MIF violations at the Puyallup gage during this period, based on the changes in the timing of
tailrace releases from those that historically occurred during the hydropower project.

Land Conservation. PSE’s agreement to place 2500 acres of land for riparian and wildlife habitat
under a conservation easement would provide a direct and long-term benefit to biological aspects of
the area.

Source Exchange. Source exchange has been proposed by the applicant (Section 2.3.4.4) as an
approach to benefit fisheries in Central Puget Sound watersheds other than the Puyallup-White, by
replacing existing water sources that directly impact salmon critical streams with water from the Lake
Tapps WSP. The applicant has cited the City of Kent’s current voluntary releases (non-diversion by a
senior water right) to Clarks Creek, and Covington’s current peak day withdrawal of over 13.0 MGD
from wells in the Soos Creek Basin, as examples of the order of magnitude that the source exchange
program could have. The applicant has stated that specific source exchange scenarios are difficult to
quantify at this stage as specific agreements are not yet in place to target areas of need. There are,
however, numerous areas that WDFW has identified where low flow issues did arise during the 2001
drought.

During limited periods, diversion from the WSP would result in decreased White River flows relative
to baseline scenarios, as noted previously, but most of these occurrences are during high flow periods,
and all occur when Modified 10(j) flows and Puyallup MIFs are being met. These decreased flows
are not expected to cause a detrimental impact to biological aspects of the river system. Additional
discussion of biological effects of the WSP follows:

Baseline Scenario

lThe wetted width and stage height analysis indicate that the WSP would improve habitat conditions
because of the higher MIF relative to baseline, which results in more flow during the critical low flow
periods in the Reservation Reach, the lower White River and the Puyallup River. But, the analysis
also demonstrates that when MIFs are being met there would be slightly less wetted habitat in the
lower White River and lower Puyallup River as a result of the WSP.| - ‘{Comment [A27]: These two

sentences are very confusing and seem to
contradict each other.

The variability of flows caused by the WSP during the critical summer low period has been evaluated.
The magnitude of the variability of flows caused by the WSP is relatively small and occurs after MIFs
are met in the White and Puyallup Rivers. Similarly the analysis demonstrates that most of the
decrease in stream flows following periods when diversions are reduced to avoid MIF excursions are
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relatively small and infrequent and more than balanced out by the improved flows during critical low
flow periods.

The results discussed in Section 3.4.2.3 indicate that negative effects on the surface water hydrology
from the WSP under the Baseline scenario are minimal in both the lower White and Puyallup Rivers.
Given the differences between streamflows with and without the WSP relative to total streamflows,
no significant negative impact on the salmon fishery is expected from these small and limited losses
of flow at non-critical times. Moreover, the minimum instream flows state and federal agencies have
identified as needed to protect the salmon and steelhead spawning, rearing, and migration (10[j] flows
and NOAA recommended flows) would be maintained or exceeded by the WSP, based on the
Modified 10(j) flows included as a condition of this permit. Model results confirm that the WSP
would have a positive impact in reducing the net number and volume of MIF excursions.

The net effect of the WSP under the Baseline scenario would be expected to be very limited, given
that the main impacts of the WSP would be some reduction in White River flows during rare
occurrences where the White River and Puyallup River MIFs are met, but local inflows plus the
baseline diversion are insufficient to provide water supply and maintain the reservoir level, resulting
in relatively high diversion levels.

Little spawning occurs in affected reaches because of the nature of the river morphology and
geomorphology. Any spawning that does occur in affected reaches is already occurring in adverse
conditions (e.g., high sand content and embeddedness; high variation between daily flow maxima and
minima) that would only be slightly altered by the proposed WSP.

Changes in water quality (see Section 3.4.3.3) (temperature and DO) would generally be slight and
typically in a direction (lower maximum temperatures and higher minimum DO) that are more
favorable for cold water species and for salmonid swimming performance and predator evasion. In
the White River, the decreases in flow caused in some circumstances by the WSP would have the net
result of increasing temperature slightly, but temperatures would not exceed the state standard of 18°
C, and DO violations are also not expected. Based on these findings, biological effects are expected
to be insignificant. When the Fall Drawdown Plan is implemented, increased relative flow from Lake
Tapps may slightly increase temperature and decrease DO below the tailrace, but significant
biological effects are not anticipated.

Off-channel habitat restoration in the lower Puyallup River has been deemed of the utmost
importance to the recovery of salmon runs in the system (Simenstad 2000). Water levels in the lower
Puyallup River are reduced slightly during certain times by the WSP, with average stage reductions of
0.09 feet, and maximum decreases of 1.5 feet. However, during some MIF excursions, up to a 0.5
foot increase in stage can be expected. It is expected that most existing and newly-constructed off-
channel habitat would be accessible over a wide range of flows and that access into the habitat areas
would not be a significant problem for well designed restoration projects.

Weighted Useable Area/I[FIM Analysis

The USGS IFIM study concluded that fish habitat peaks at flows in the White River at RM 3 from
300 to 900 cfs for salmon and steelhead spawning and from 180 to 300 cfs for salmon and steelhead
rearing. The study also estimated a chinook spawning peak of 900 cfs. This reach of the river is
known by Ecology to be a low use spawning area for chinook, given the tendency for spawning to
occur higher in the watershed.

A spawning habitat flow at 500 cfs, equal to the fall Modified 10(j) MIF would be a benefit of the
WSP. A flow of 500 cfs would be about 90 percent of the peak habitat flow, and could be expected to
allow more than adequate habitat given the limited documented spawning use in the area. This flow
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requirement is significantly higher during the fall than the Agency 10(j) flow range of 339 to 490 cfs,
and would be expected to result in a direct benefit to the fishery during this time period. As
illustrated by Figure 6, flows in the White River are predicted to be higher during the fall as a result
of the WSP for a drought scenario with the requirement for the Modified 10(j) MIF implemented.

The USGS study concluded that the IFIM optimum flows for the Puyallup River at RM 7 (3.4 miles
downstream of the White River confluence) are 1500 cfs for pink and chum spawning and 390 to 600
cfs for salmon and steelhead rearing. Substantial spawning activity in the lower Puyallup River is not
currently supported as there are only a few shallow spawning bars in this area, and they typically are
inundated with people standing and fishing on the bars during low stream flows associated with
salmon migration and spawning in September and October.

The Department of Ecology used the data available in the USGS report and updated default
preference curves to run the IFIM model for the Puyallup River at RM 7. The Weighted Useable
Area (WUA) results for the Puyallup River for salmonid juveniles showed peak fish habitat values at
streamflows similar to the 1991 USGS results (Figure 33). This recent IFIM modeling found coho
and chinook WUA values peaked at 400 cfs, while steelhead juveniles peaked at 700 cfs. In
comparison, the USGS study indicated similar results, with coho and chinook juvenile WUA values
peaking at 390 cfs and steelhead juveniles peaking at 600 cfs. As part of WSP mitigation measures,
no diversions would occur for any purpose when flows are below the Puyallup River MIF. Fall MIFs
at the gage are at least 1000 cfs, significantly above estimated peak fish habitat values based on WUA
results. Since diversions would not occur when flows are below MIFs, the WUA studies suggest that
the WSP would not significantly affect habitat in the lower Puyallup.
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Figure 33 - Fish Habitat (WUA) vs. Flow: Puyallup River near Puyallup

Wetted Width Studies

R2 Resource Consultants conducted a study on wetted width for the lower White River and the lower
Puyallup River (Ramey 2004). As a result of the WSP, wetted width for the lower White typically
increases with the WSP during low flow periods because of the Modified 10(j) MIF requirements.
The Baseline scenario simulations indicate the increase in flow during low flow periods (August,
September and October) can be up to 300 cfs in the lower White River (e.g., from 400 cfs without the
WSP to 700 cfs with the WSP). The corresponding increase in wetted width of approximately 4.9
percent would be a direct benefit of the WSP. However, when MIFs are met the WSP would
decrease flows downstream of the project relative to baseline.

When flows are above MIF, the change in wetted width becomes less significant because of the
higher flows. As an example, simulations indicate the average flows in the lower White River during
the August to October low flow period would decrease from 877 cfs without the WSP to 731 cfs with
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the WSP. This reduction of 146 cfs because of the WSP would result in a loss of approximately 1.9
feet of width or 1.8 percent of the wetted width.

With respect to the Puyallup River, as noted in Section 3.4.2.3, any reductions in flow volumes
associated with the WSP in the lower Puyallup River are predicted to be similar to those in the White
River, but the relative magnitude of the effects is significantly less, because of the much higher
streamflows associated with the Puyallup River. Consequently, there are improvements in wetted
width during critical low flow periods as a result of the higher White River MIF associated with the
WSP and slightly less wetted width the rest of the time as a result of the water supply withdrawal.
Simulations indicate the average flows in the Puyallup River during August through October would
decrease from 1878 cfs without the WSP to 1732 cfs with the WSP. This loss of 146 cfs would result
in a loss of approximately 1.3 feet of wetted width, or approximately 0.7 percent of the wetted width.
As is the case in the lower White River, the periods of slight decrease in wetted width primarily occur
when minimum instream flows have been met.

Wetted widths are also improved in the Reservation Reach of the White River during low flow
periods because of the higher MIFs included in the WSP. The slight decrease in wetted width relative
to baseline when MIFs are met does not occur in the Reservation Reach as it does in the lower White
and Puyallup Rivers which are downstream of the water supply withdrawal.

Stage Elevation Studies

The results of the stage elevation study mimic the wetted width studies in that there would be slight
increases in stage elevation when MIFs are not met in the White and Puyallup Rivers and slight
decreases when MIFs are met. During the fall low flow period (August through October), the average
flow in the lower White River would be reduced from 877 to 731 cfs, which corresponds to a
decrease in stage of 4.6 inches (0.38 feet, from 30.81 feet to 30.43 feet). In the Puyallup, the average
flow in August through October would decrease from 1878 to 1732 cfs, which corresponds to a
decrease in stage of 1.92 inches (0.16 feet, from 10.53 feet to 10.37 feet).

Looking at annual average flows reveals even smaller changes in stage. The annual average flow in
the lower White River would be reduced by 100 cfs (from 1648 cfs to 1548 cfs), and would result in a
decrease in stage of 2.75 inches (0.23 feet, from 32.63 feet to 32.40 feet). In the Puyallup River, a
decrease in average flow of 100 cfs (from 3282 cfs to 3182 cfs) would cause a decrease in stage of
1.08 inches (0.09 feet, from 11.88 feet to 11.79 feet).

Flow Changes
As noted in Section 3.4.2.3, the WSP decreases flows in the Reservation Reach during rare

occurrences where the White River MIFs are met but local inflows combined with baseline diversions
are insufficient to provide water supply and maintain the reservoir level leading to increased
diversions relative to baseline. Figure 25 and Figure 26 demonstrate this variability for the low flow
summer period in the Reservation Reach of the White River. The WSP would cause some increases
and some decreases of flow in the river, but most of the changes are small and on balance tend toward
increasing flows because of the higher MIFs associated with the project. The magnitude of changes
in Figure 25 and Figure 26 would be relatively smaller in the lower White and lower Puyallup River
because of the increased volume of flow in these reaches.

Following periods when MIFs are not met on the White or Puyallup River and diversion to Lake
Tapps has stopped, the WSP would divert additional water to refill the reservoir. This diversion
would cause a reduction in flow in the River compared with the previous day when the project. This
creates potential impacts to habitat during low flow periods when diversions begin and flows in the
White River are potentially reduced suddenly. Sudden reductions in flow in the White River during
low flow periods can strand juvenile salmon in side channels away from the river. To assess this
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potential impact, the reduction in flow in the White River after the MIF related cessation of diversion
was evaluated. Table 19 counts the number of monthly occurrences where flow in the White River is
reduced during low flow periods (250-500 cfs, 500-1000 cfs, and 1000-1500 cfs). The data in Table
19 show that over 71.2% of these flow decreases would be less the 50 cfs, and unlikely to have a
negative impact on habitat. The magnitude of changes from post-MIF diversions would be relatively
smaller in the Puyallup River because of the increased volume of flow in this reach.

Table 19 - Number and Magnitude of White River Reductions in White River Flow

Number of Occurances of White River Flow Reductions due to MIF Diversions by White River Flow and Magnitude of Flow Change
Decrease in White River Flow after MIF Compliannce (cfs)
Month | White River Flow| 0to25 | 25t0 50 | 50 to 75 | 75 to 100|100 to 125|125 to 150|150 to 175|175 to 200,200 to 225|225 to 250 >250
250 to 500 2 1
1 500 to 1000 1
1000 to 1500
250 to 500
2 500 to 1000 3
1000 to 1500
250 to 500 1 1 1
3 500 to 1000 6 3 4 2
1000 to 1500 2 4 1 2 3
250 to 500
4 500 to 1000 4 3 2
1000 to 1500 2 3 1
250 to 500
5 500 to 1000 1
1000 to 1500 2 3 1
250 to 500 1
6 500 to 1000
1000 to 1500 2 2 3 1 2 1 1
250 to 500 1
7 500 to 1000 4 2 3
1000 to 1500 2 1 2 1 1 2
250 to 500 3 1 1 1 1
8 500 to 1000 14 5 1 1 1 1
1000 to 1500 1 1 1
250 to 500 9 6 3 1 1 1
9 500 to 1000 4
1000 to 1500
250 to 500 5 5 1
10 500 to 1000 55 2 1 2 2 1 1
1000 to 1500
250 to 500 1
11 500 to 1000
1000 to 1500
250 to 500 1
12 500 to 1000
1000 to 1500
Total 126 35 27 10 2 5 7 2 1 0 11
% 55.8% 15.5% 11.9% 4.4% 0.9% 2.2% 3.1% 0.9% 0.4% 0.0% 4.9%

Upper and Lower Bound Diversion Scenarios

The biological effects of the Upper and Lower Bound diversion scenarios are generally similar to that
for the Baseline scenario. As noted in Section 3.4.2.3., the Upper Bound diversion scenario increases
the average flow in the Reservation Reach by 42 cfs. Under the Lower Bound diversion scenario, a
net loss of 51 cfs is predicted for the Reservation Reach, but in terms of biological effects, it has the
highest flows of all the diversion scenarios, and the net biological effect of the 51cfs loss is expected
to be minimal because minimum flows have to be met before water is diverted into Lake Tapps.
Effects on the lower White and lower Puyallup Rivers are consistent with those expected under the
Baseline scenario.
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4.0 FOUR PART TEST
To approve these applications, Ecology must find each of the following four requirements of RCW
90.03.290 have been satisfied:

1. Water is available for appropriation;

2. The proposed use would be a beneficial use;

3. The proposed appropriation would not impair existing water rights; and

4. The proposed appropriation would not be detrimental to the public interest.

4.1 Availability of Water
In March 1980, Ecology promulgated rules that set forth the provisions for future allocation of water
from the Puyallup River Basin (Chapter 173-510 WAC). The stated purpose of the rules is to:

Retain perennial rivers, stream, and lakes in the Puyallup River basin within stream
flows and levels necessary to provide protection for wildlife, fish, scenic-aesthetic,
environmental values, recreation, navigation, and to preserve high quality standards
(WAC 173-510-020).

Relevant to this application are the provisions in the rule that close the White River and all tributaries
"to further consumptive appropriations" WAC 173-510-040(3). The rules also establish specific
instream flows on the lower Puyallup River which is defined as "from the influence of the mean
annual high tide at low base flow levels to the confluence with the White River." WAC 173-510-
030(1). The specific instream flows for the lower Puyallup River are provided for in WAC 173-510-
030(2). These flows range from 1,000 cfs in the fall to 2,000 cfs in May to July.

The applicant has proposed to use water for municipal supply purposes in a manner that would not
reduce the number of days of non-attainment of the minimum flows for the lower Puyallup River.
However, the applicant's proposed use of water would impact the lower White River from the tailrace
of former PSE hydropower plant to the confluence with the Puyallup River, since the water proposed
to be withdrawn for water supply would otherwise be flowing in the lower river. Further, the WSP
diversions from the White River have the potential to affect the Reservation Reach, insofar as the
timing and the amount of those diversions may vary from that of the baseline condition. Under
Chapter 173-510 WAC, the White River is closed from further consumptive appropriations. Stream
"closures" are determinations by the Department under RCW 90.54.020 that water is not available for
further appropriations. See Postema v. PCHB, 142 Wn.2d 68, 95, 11 P.2d 726 (2000).

However, a stream closure under the authority of RCW 90.54.020(3)(a) may in certain circumstances
be overridden under an exception in that statute. That exception states that a new appropriation from
a closed stream may be authorized

"in situations where it is clear that overriding considerations of the public interest [hereinafter
OCPI] will be served."

In making a statutory determination of OCPI under RCW 90.54.020(2)(a), the analysis here uses three
steps:

1. Determine whether and to what extent important public interests would be served by the
proposed appropriation. The public interests served may include benefits to the community
at large as well as benefits to the river or other environmental resources.

2. Determine whether and to what extent the proposed appropriation would harm any of the
public interests (fish, wildlife, scenic, aesthetic, and other environmental and navigational
values) protected by the closure and/or any other public interests.

3. Determine whether the public interests served (as determined in step 1) clearly override any
harm (as determined in step 2).
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The following section of this report presents this three-step OCPI analysis:

Step 1: Analysis of Public Interests Potentially Benefited by the WSP

80

Public Water Supply Benefits. The WSP would provide a significant source of public water
supply for addressing future needs of customers and businesses served by the cities and water
utilities that comprise the CWA. Further, because of its scale and the central location of the
contemplated transmission system, the WSP would provide a potential source to meet other
public water supply needs within the Central Puget Sound region and thereby increase
reliability of meeting future demands. Providing reliable public water supplies that meet the
needs of population and economic growth is an important state policy recognized in RCW
90.54.010 & 020. As discussed in Section 3.3.1, the supply and demand analysis predicts that
without the Lake Tapps supply CWA members would have an average unmet demand of
22.42 MGD by 2034 and of 54.41 MGD by 2054 (see Table 4). The level of unmet demand
would increase if other utilities use project water to address future needs.

Improved Flows in Flow-Impaired Streams in Watersheds Where Lake Tapps Water
Would Be Used. The WSP commits to a Source Exchange Program that will use project
water to displace wells and surface water diversions that impact flow-impaired salmon
streams during critical periods. The objective of the program is to use source exchange water
in a manner that will provide the greatest biological benefit to flow-impaired streams in
watersheds served by project water. Currently this would include watersheds in both King
and Pierce Counties. The WSP commitments to source exchange are as follows: during
Phase I the permit holder will provide a minimum of 4 MGD source exchange water, capped
at 4,500 af/yr, to address source exchange needs identified to exist among any utility
receiving water from the WSP. After Phase II commences, the commitment increases to 8
MGD, capped at 11,000 af/yr.

Protection of Riparian or Adjacent Wildlife Lands. As part of its public interest proposal
for this application, PSE has agreed to place 2500 acres of riparian and adjacent wildlife land
in the White River Basin under a conservation easement. This will secure the continued
protection of this habitat for fish and other wildlife as well as provide opportunities for other
recreation and environmental education.

Increased Likelihood of Maintaining Lake Tapps as a Recreational, Aesthetic,
Groundwater Recharge and Wildlife Resource. Lake Tapps was created as the reservoir
for the White River Hydropower Project. Continuing diversion of water from the White
River into Lake Tapps is an expensive and resource intensive effort, since it involves the
maintenance (and periodic replacement) of the diversion dam, canal, flume, fish bypass
structure, sediment traps, levees and dikes that retain waters of the lake, the project intake, the
project structure, and the tailrace. Because the hydropower project is no longer operating it
can no longer be assumed that PSE or another owner will be willing or able to pay the costs
of providing this benefit. At present, the WSP is the only viable proposal that appears to have
the financial and organizational resources to continue to maintain Lake Tapps and the
benefits it provides. The Lake is heavily used during the recreation season for boating and
swimming, and the County Park is among the most popular swimming areas in Pierce
County. The lake, covering 2,700 acres, also provides wildlife habitat to significant number
of species, including fish, waterfowl, and terrestrial wildlife that depend on the lake for food,
habitat, or water. Further, the lake provides recharge to local aquifers that provide water to
surrounding communities including the Cities of Auburn, Pacific, Sumner, Puyallup, and
Bonney Lake.
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Improved Aquatic Habitat and Water Quality in the 21-Mile Reservation Reach of the
White River as a Result of Improved Instream Flows. As a condition of WSP, diversions
from the White River for the WSP will be required to comply with a new and more protective
instream flow regime for the Reservation Reach of the White River. These flows are set forth
in condition 5.3.3a (see Table 20). Recommended by NOAA Fisheries, these flows are the
highest flow levels that a federal or state governmental agency has recommended to date.

The existing PSE water right for the former hydropower use does not require compliance
with such flows, and thus, the WSP would result in a flow enhancement. The water quality
analysis (Section 3.4.3.3) indicates that these flows will improve temperature in the
Reservation Reach, particularly during critical low-flow periods. The fishery impact analysis
(Section 3.4.4.3) indicates that these flows will also improve fish habitat in the Reservation
Reach, especially during the critical summer and fall months.

Improved Aquatic Habitat in the Lower White/Puyallup Rivers from the Minimum
Instream Flow Compliant Diversion. The WSP will be required to implement the MIF
Compliant Diversion mitigation element (see condition5.3.4). This mitigation element
requires that all diversions (except for necessary fish bypass flow) from the White River
cease to the extent necessary to comply with the MIFs established for the lower Puyallup
River. Comparing the WSP to the no-WSP under the Baseline diversion scenario, the
modeling results (see Section 3.4.2.3) estimate the number of instances of noncompliance
with Puyallup MIFs would be reduced by 15 percent and the volume of Puyallup MIF
shortfall reduced by 21 percent.

Step 2: Analysis of Potential Public Interests Potentially Harmed by the WSP
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Impacts to Habitat in the Lower White and Puyallup Rivers Resulting from Reduction
of Daily Average Flow. The WSP would reduce flow in the lower White and Puyallup
Rivers by 100 cfs on average. This reduction in flow would result in a loss of fish habitat.
Because of the higher MIFs and compliance with the MIF at the diversion dam included in
the WSP, these decreases in flow would primarily occur when flows were above the Puyallup
River MIF. During low flow periods, the WSP would increase flows in the rivers, improving
aquatic habitat. The loss of aquatic habitat was quantified using WUA, wetted width, and
change in stage approaches. In low flow months, the wetted width would reduce an average
of 1.8 percent in the lower White River and 0.7 percent in the Puyallup River. The loss of
habitat is smaller during higher flow periods of the year. Thus, the loss of habitat is small
and does not occur during the most critical periods.

Impacts to Habitat and Water Quality in the Reservation Reach of the White Rivers
Resulting from Refill after MIF Excursions. The mitigation elements included in the WSP
would be effective in reducing the number of Puyallup River MIF excursions, and increasing
flows in the White River during critical low flow periods. However, while the project is not
diverting water in order to increase low flows in the river, the reservoir would be drawn down
by the water supply withdrawals. After the low flow period has passed and flows are once
again above MIFs, diversions would increase in order to recover recreational levels in the
reservoir.

Overall, flow in the Reservation Reach would be unchanged or increased 87 percent of the
time. The decreases occurring the remaining 13 percent of the time would typically be less
than 200 cfs and would last for less than 7 days. During these periods there would be minor
reductions in water quality and availability of fish habitat. The magnitude of these changes is
small and does not occur during the most critical periods.
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Potential Impact to Lake Recreation during Drought Years. As indicated above, it is
entirely possible given the large cost of maintaining Lake Tapps, that if the WSP does not go
forward that the diversion which feeds the lake will be closed down resulting in the eventual
drainage of the lake. However if Lake Tapps would otherwise continue absent the WSP,
during some years the project would, during some low water periods, impact on-lake summer
recreation by drawing down Lake Tapps below recreational lake levels. This impact is
caused by the water supply withdrawals. The model results suggest that in drought scenarios,
the lake would be drawn down below recreational levels during late summer. During the 12
year period simulated, the lake was below recreational levels for only 44 days, or 3.6 percent
of days between Memorial Day and Labor Day. Drawdown below recreational levels
occurred during only 3 of the twelve years. (see Table 10). Given that it is unknown whether
the Lake would continue to exist absent the WSP (as no other viable proposal with adequate
financial means to maintain the lake has been advanced), this potential impact is somewhat
speculative.

Step 3: Conclusion of OCPI Analysis

We conclude that the public interest benefits of the WSP taken as a whole clearly override any public
interest detriments associated with the WSP. We find the overriding public interest benefits to be as
follows:

1. The WSP will provide a significant new water supply to address reasonably foreseeable needs
of CWA members and the region;

2. The WSP will provide relief to flow-impaired streams through source exchange;

3. The WSP will increase minimum flows in the White River during summer and fall which will
improve water quality and enhance salmonid habitat in the Reservation Reach, lower White
and lower Puyallup Rivers

4. The WSP will improve critical fish habitat in the lower Puyallup River by reducing MIF
excursions; and

5. The WSP will result in securing protection for 2500 acres of riparian and adjacent wildlife
land in the White River Basin for the benfitbenefit of fish and wildlife through the
establishment of a conservation easement..

We considered the reduction of flows in the lower White and Puyallup rivers in our analysis. That
reduction, especially in the lower Puyallup is relatively minor, and also does not occur during times
when flows are below the required MIFs. The effects on water quality and fish habitat are minor,
especially in light of the improvement to water quality and fish habitat that will result from the higher
Reservation Reach instream flows and reduction in the number of days that Puyallup River minimum
flows would otherwise not be met. Finally, we considered the effect on lake levels from the WSP.
As indicated above, the WSP increases the likelihood of the lake being continued so that it will
continue to provide recreational, wildlife, and recharge benefits. Even assuming that the lake would
otherwise continue as it is now operated, the reduction in lake levels during the primary recreation
season would be relatively small. For the reasons stated above, we conclude that an OCPI exception
to the closure of the White River is clearly warranted, and therefore that water is available for this
new appropriation.

4.2 Beneficial Use

The beneficial use analysis involves answering two questions:
1. Is the proposed use a beneficial use?

2. [If so, does a reasonable basis exists to conclude that the project proposed in the application _{ Comment [A28]: This is not a part of

will beneficially use the water quantity sought within a reasonable period of time? | - a beneficial use test. Request deletion
along with deletion of corresponding text
in next section.
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2826 | As-to-the-firstquestionstThe proposed use is for public water supply and municipal water supply,
2827  including industrial and commercial supply. These purposes are all recognized under RCW

2828  90.54.020 as beneficial uses of water. Under the recently enacted statutory provisions, PSE as a

2829  deliverer of water for municipal supply that provides water for more than 15 residential units or CWA
2830  as an assignee of this permit would be a municipal water supplier (RCW 90.03.015).

2831
2832 | |As-to-the second-question—the reasonable-ba or-theprojected-beneficialuse—tThe supply and
2833  demand analysis projects that the supply deficit for CWA Members in 2034 and 2054 will be 22.42

2834  MGD and 54.41 MGD, respectively. In addition to the projected supply deficit, the source exchange
2835  program included in PSE’s application would use up to 9.8 MGD. The deficit would increase if a
2836  higher level of demand occurs, other utilities in the region purchase project water, or source exchange
2837  exceeds minimum levels or estimated use. We conclude that the average annual amount of

2838  64.6 MGD that PSE has applied for is reasonable in light of this analysis. However, because the
2839  analysis is predicated upon projections of demands and supplies 48 years in the future, it is

2840  appropriate to provide a mechanism to true up the quantity permitted with the need projected at a time
2841  closer to the time when full use would occur. Thus, this permit provides that in 2036 Ecology will
2842  reassess the level of need projected for 2054, and if the reasonably projected need (including source
2843  exchange requirements) is less than 64.6 MGD, the amount of the permit will accordingly be reduced
2844  in a superseding permit.

2845

2846  Having found a reasonable basis for the annual quantity projections, we now turn to the instantaneous
2847  quantities sought. PSE has filed two separate applications involving two appropriations, a primary
2848  one of 2,000 cfs (QI) and 72,400 af/y (QA) from the White River, and a secondary one of 150 cfs
2849  (QI) and an average annual average of 100 cfs (QA) from the Lake Tapps reservoir. However, the
2850  hydropower project has ceased operations so that the project is no longer diverting flows up to 2,000
2851  cfs. Under the change decision to PSE’s existing claim made contemporaneously with this decision,
2852  the maximum diversion is 500 cfs during the refill period and 375 cfs at other times (subject to other
2853 | limitations)- for all authorized purposes except the hydropower purpose. Ecology’s hydrologic

2854  modeling has shown the WSP can be fully operated to meet all water supply needs with a

2855  considerable margin of safety within these limits. As set forth below, this decision provides that the
2856  diversion from the White River shall not exceed 500 cfs during refill and 375 cfs at other times, and
2857  further that such diversions shall be reduced by any limitations imposed by the diversion

2858  minimization plan condition required herein.

2859

2860  The conclusion that the amount of water applied for and the time to develop the right is reasonable
2861  and not speculative is further reinforced by the fact that water availability for meeting future

2862  population and economic growth in central Puget Sound is becoming increasingly scarce and the
2863  planning horizon for locating and permitting new public water supply sources and needed

2864 infrastructure has considerably lengthened. Thus, a longer time horizon for assessing the need for
2865  future municipal supplies under these circumstances is appropriate. =~ - ‘{Comment [A29]: This should be

2866 deleted or moved to the OCPI or

2867 ]In summary, the reasonable basis for beneficial use on an annual basis is supported here in three B S
2868  ways. First, supply and demand data and source exchange commitments indicate a reasonable need
2869  for the water sought over the time period in question. Second, the permit places a mid-course check
2870  on the amount permitted to correct any overestimation of need that may exist due to the 50-year term
2871  of the permit. Finally, in the central Puget Sound region it is appropriate to assess need on a longer
2872  timeframe for new large public water supplies which require increasingly longer periods of time to
2873  permit and develop. L 77777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777 - ‘{Comment [A30]: This section should }
2874 be deleted.

2875 4.3 Impairment

2876  To grant a permit Ecology must find that the third test of RCW 90.03.290 is met, that the

2877  appropriation will not impair any existing water rights. PSE has filed two separate applications
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involving two appropriations, a primary diversion of 2,000 cfs (QI) and 72,400 af/y (QA) from the
White River, and a secondary diversion of 150 cfs (QI) and a average annual average of 100 cfs (QA)
from the Lake Tapps reservoir. Each application must be examined separately for purposes of
impairment.

4.3.1 Primary appropriation of 2,000 cfs, 72,400 af/y from the White River

Until January 2004, PSE diverted 2,000 cfs from the White River for hydropower generation at the
same point of diversion that would be used for the public water supply diversion. This diversion was
made pursuant to a pre-code water right for which PSE filed a claim on June 10, 1974, asserting a
right to divert 2,000 cfs for hydropower production. Since January 2004, PSE ceased generating
hydropower and continued to divert water to maintain the fish bypass flows, and water levels and
water quality in Lake Tapps.

On November 22, 2005, PSE filed an application to change to their claim to add additional purposes
of use, specifically, fish and wildlife enhancement, and to maintain the water levels and water quality
of Lake Tapps.!? The application also voluntarily agrees to make these uses subject to the original
Agency 10(j) flows (see Table 2). Concurrent with this ROE, Ecology is approving the change
application for the sought purposes in the following quantities: diversions up to 500 cfs are permitted
only during the Spring Refill period (March 1% to May 15™), during the Lake Tapps water quality
study (see condition 5.3.8 below ), and as may be approved by Ecology under the Diversion
Minimization Plan (see condition 5.3.11); at all other times diversions shall be no greater than 375
cfs; all diversions shall be in accordance with the Diversion Minimization Plan and the agency 10(j)
flows.

PSE has proposed that the new appropriation for public water supply be conditioned so that the
combined diversion from the river under the claim and the WSP will not exceed the instantaneous
quantities authorized in the change of the PSE claim.

The water quantity model suggests that the annual quantities diverted from the White River would be
reduced approximately 2 percent by the WSP under the Baseline Diversion scenario. Under the
Upper Bound scenario, diversions would be reduced 12 percent. Under the Lower Bound scenario
diversions would be increased up to 70 percent, but the higher instream flows required by the WSP
ensure that this reduction would not be harmful and average diversions under the WSP would still be
only 1/9 of the historical average diversions. (See Table 8)

4.3.2. Secondary Appropriation of 150 cfs (QI) and an Average of 100 cfs/yr (QA)

The secondary appropriation is for public water supply withdrawals from Lake Tapps. During regular
operations of the WSP, a reduction in daily average flows of up to 150 cfs would occur in the lower
White River and downstream in the Puyallup River.

4.3.3 Review of Potential Impairment

The WSP contains a number of provisions intended to prevent any reduction or alteration in flow
from impairing other existing water rights and in particular the water right established under WAC
173-510-030 to provide MIFs on the Puyallup River. MIFs may be impaired if a new appropriation
will increase the duration or extent of shortfall below MIF levels.

During times the MIFs are not met at the Puyallup River gage, PSE has committed under the MIF
Compliant Diversion mitigation element not to divert water under the claim or the WSP right, and

10 Tn the application PSE asserts that its existing claim already permits these uses, but because of the
legal uncertainty, it is requesting acknowledgement in a formal change decision.
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that provision is a condition of the decision. This mitigation element has not only the effect of
preventing any MIF excursion caused by the WSP but also of eliminating any MIF excursion that
might be caused by the claim that is senior to the MIF. In essence, PSE’s commitment provides an
enhancement to the lower White and Puyallup rivers.

Turning now to the question of potential impairment of any existing water rights other than the MIF,
we are unaware of any past incidence where any existing right has been unable to be fully utilized due
to flow issues in the lower rivers. We are unaware of any basis for concluding that the anticipated
reduction in flow conditions in the lower White River is likely to adversely impact any of these
existing rights.

The Puyallup Tribe of Indians and the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe assert that the WSP would impair
water rights they claim under treaties, federal reservations, and aboriginal rights. Under the treaties
of Medicine Creek (1854) and Point Elliott (1855), the Puyallup Tribe of Indians and the
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe retain the right to take fish in their "usual and accustomed" areas, inclusive
of the Puyallup/Carbon/White River Basins. The White and Puyallup Rivers and their tributaries are
among the Tribes’ usual and accustomed fishing places and the Tribe relies upon fish runs that use the
habitat of these rivers in exercising its protected treaty fishing rights. The Puyallup and Muckleshoot
Tribes utilize fish from these basins for commercial, subsistence, and cultural purposes. Several
courts have recognized reserved treaty rights for water to preserve fishing rights. United States v.
Adair, 723 F.2d 1394 (9™ Cir.), cert. denied, 467 U.S. 1252 (1984); Ecology v. Yakima Res. Irr. Dist.,
850 P.2d 1306 (Wash. 1993).

In addition to water quantity issues, the Puyallup Tribe of Indians, with authority delegated from
EPA, has adopted water quality standards for the Puyallup River within the Puyallup Tribe's historic
reservation. The White River runs through the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe's Reservation, and EPA has
retained its authority for setting water quality standards in the Reservation Reach of the White River,
until such time as the Tribe applies for, and the EPA delegates, standard setting authority.

A court has not adjudicated the validity and quantity of tribal water rights to water of the White and
Puyallup Rivers. Nor have the Tribes identified a specific quantity for purposes of their impairment
claim. Our earlier conclusions that the WSP will improve instream flows, fish habitat, and water
quality in the reservation-passreachReservation Reach, cause no significant negative impact on water
quality in the lower White and Puyallup rivers, cause no excursions of MIFs in the Puyallup, and
eliminate a number of the Puyallup MIF excursions that would have otherwise occurred lead us in
turn to conclude that the WSP will not impair any tribal rights to flows that are necessary to support
the fisheries. h e -+ idenee tkely-impairmesn i

4.4 Public Interest

The fourth and final test for issuance of a water right permit is the requirement that the appropriation
not be detrimental to the public interest. The effects of the WSP on the public interest were already
analyzed above in Section 4.1 above, where it was concluded that overriding considerations of public
interest clearly support the granting of the applications.

5.0 RECOMMENDED DECISION

Based upon our findings that the applications meet each of the four tests for approval under RCW
90.03.290, we recommend that the applications be approved pursuant to the following development
schedule and conditions:
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5.1 Quantities Approved
e Surface Water Permit S2-29920 in the amount of 500 cfs not to exceed a withdrawal of

reerea&enal—and—watenq&ahty—parpeses ﬁ)lversrons up to the 500 cfs cap are permitted only
during the Spring Refill period (March 1% to May 15™), during the Lake Tapps water quality
study set forth in 5.3.8, and as may be approved by Ecology under the Diversion
Minimization Plan set forth in 5.3.11. Otherwise, the diversion cap shall be 375 cfs. \ 777777
e Reservoir permit R2-29935 to store the waters of the White River in Lake Tapps-that-weuld

be-diverted-fromtheriver(up-te-500-efs-ofwater;- (not to exceed a withdrawal of 72,400
af/y) pursuant to application S2-29920 for municipal water supply-and-relatedreereational
and-water-quality-purpeses:.

eSurface Water Permit S2-29934 to divert a daily peak rate of 150 cfs and a daily average per
year of 100 cfs, not to exceed a withdrawal of 72,400 af/y for municipal water supply-and

o Ll {

The permit holder is advised that the quantity of water allocated by this permit is subject to all of the
conditions provided herein including the development schedule as provided in 5.2, which provides in
part that the quantity of water allocated by this permit may be reduced at the time of final certification
to reflect system capacity and actual usage. This water right authorization contains a daalphased
construction schedule and provides that byDeeember3+,-2036,-within 45 years of the issuance of this
permit, Ecology may issue a water right certificate for the quantity of water that has been perfected
under the permit for public water supply and a superseding permit for the remaining quantity of water
that is reasonably projected to be perfected in the future as public water supply as provided in
development schedule.

5.2 Development Schedule

The Development Schedule for the Lake Tapps Water Supply Project sets forth the dates and
corresponding conditions that the permit holder must meet for the development of water for public
water supply purposes.

We recognize that the-permithelder{PSE} has an agreement with CWA under which the parties have
agreed that CWA shall have the option to acquire the water right issued under this application, and
use it to provide water supply to CWA’s members and potentially to other users within the place of
use identified in the water right application. Pursuant to that agreement, PSE may have CWA
perform the requirements as outlined in this section, in which case CWA shall be bound by the same
provisions as are outlined here.

5.2.1 Public Water Supply

The permit holder is required to enter into a binding agreement with CWA, (or another entity that
would supply the same entities that comprise the CWA) for purchase of the water or water right
associated with this permit—DBue, within one year from date that the permit becomes a final order no
longer subject to appeal.

Wrthm—en&yea%&ﬁer—theperm}t—ls—rssued— CWA has prepared and fel}ewmg—reeelpt—ef—a—bmd-mg

ne-presentpresented a
Water System Plan (the TSP) to WDOH ina format and content con51stent w1th State criteria for such

plans. The initial- Water SystemPlan;-and-its-updates;shall-be TSP was consistent with both other
state planning requlrements and any local or regional planning requirements;inetading-the Publie

A h - ) A val-andThe permit
holder shall mamtam a current Water System Plan consistent wrth the WDOH update cycle.
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Comment [A31]: How does the
hydropower right fit into this section?

Comment [A32]: The 72,400 AF is
just for the consumptive use. Other uses,
including the refill and other flushing
flows MUST be in addition to the AF
limit. Either increase the annual limit or
assign non-consumptive use requirements
above the Lake Tapps WSP diversion to
the hydropower right.

|

Comment [A33]: Does this apply to

the hydropower right or to the WSP water
rights? See comment no. 1 in Cascade’s
comment letter.

Comment [A34]: Water diverted for
supply is for consumptive use only.
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Phase |

The EWAWater SystemrPlan TSP shall be approved by the WDOH prior to EW-Asthe
permit holder proceeding te-ecenstraetwith the construction of the facilities intended to
transmit and use waters from Lake Tapps.

The plan shall include current and projected demand forecast, adjusted by a current
conservation plan that meets adopted State criteria for CWA members, and a supply plan that
utilizes both existing sources of supplies, and the projected use of Lake Tapps. In assessing
water demand, the plan needs to evaluate other planning processes (such as Growth
Management Act [GMA] plans and salmon recovery plans) and regional conservation
guidelines (i.e., those developed under the Central Puget Sound Regional Water Resource
Management Program), and adjust the demand for water available under other water rights
and water that may be available to the permit holder through additional conservation and
reuse programs.

The Water Supply Plan shall outline the potential use of and allocate the supply in the source
exchange program as defined in the ROE for the Phase I development. A specific source
exchange program consistent with the ROE and Ecology’s designations of Priority Surface
Waters shall be implemented prior to proceeding with the final design of Phase II.

The results of the Source Exchange Program, including revisions to the list of Eligible
Utilities and Targeted/Priority Surface Waters, and the success of the Program in meeting the
goals for improving stream flows for fish and for recovery of various fish populations as
described in watershed and regional salmon recovery plans and programs, may be included in
the Water Supply Plan or provided as a separate document.

EWAThe permit holder shall cooperate with and participate in King and Pierce @ounties\ o

initiated updates to their Coordinated Water System Plans in which use of Lake Tapps is a
planned regional supply to meet local government growth plans.

Fhe-It is anticipated that the water supply project for Lake Tapps Reservoir (the project) shall
be developed in at least two phases. The development schedule outlined below is the target
schedule assuming a two-phase development of the project. If the project will be developed
in more than two phases, the permit holder will submit an appropriate schedule to Ecology
for review and approval within 15 years from issuance of this permit. Phase I of the project
shall be implemented as follows:

= Begin construction within 25 years from issuance of the permit

= Complete construction within 5 years from initiation of construction

= Proof of appropriation within 15 years from completion of construction

After the proof of appropriation form has been received for Phase I, Ecology will issue a
Certificate of Water Right for the perfected portion of the water right, and a superseding
permit for the second phase. Phase II of the project shall be implemented as follows:
= Begin construction within 25 years from issuance of permit
= Complete construction within 18 years from completion of construction of
Phase I
=  Proof of appropriation; Beeember 312053 within 15 years from completion of
construction of Phase II

Begin Construction Date — within 25 years from issuance of permit. Conceptual design of the water

treatment plant and transmission facilities for Phase I shall be submitted to Ecology five years prior to
beginning the design and site work for the construction of the facilities necessary for the water

&7

-

Comment [A35]: Have these been
completed?
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treatment plant and transmission ‘systemL The Construction Date is the date when the permit holder - {
has received all necessary major permits for the construction of the water treatment plant and

Comment [A36]: Need construction
definition.

J

transmission system and commenced work on facilities considered to be significant permanent
elements of the project (e.g., intake) or excavation for WSP foundations or pipelines.:

Pre-Diversion Requirements. Prior to the diversion of water from Lake Tapps for water supply, the
permit holder is responsible for completion of the following tasks:
e Development of schedule and procedures for the implementation of the Source Exchange
Program. Due within one (1) year of state designation of Priority Surface Waters;
e Execute preliminary agreements as necessary with other utilities and any regional water
providers on the shared use of regional transmission facilities. Due withinnot later than 2
years prior to completion of permitissuaneeconstruction of Phase I;
. ‘Submlt decumentationto Ecology-that-the-toel, for predietingreview and approval, the

protocol for compliance with the MIF wielations-at-the PayallupRiverat Puyallup
asComphant Diversion descrlbed in Sectlon 2.34.1 h&s—beeﬂ—tested—aﬂd—the—peffemanee

pereent—ean—b%met—and536 and[ 777777777777777777777777777777777777777 B
e Construct a tailrace barrier dam designed-asreguiredinif hydropower generation is resumed
at Lake Tapps and if a barrier is warranted based on the EERCHeense{See-3-#2jresult of

scientific studies| -

-
Comment [A37]: Alternative: Submit

to Ecology, for review and approval, the
protocol for compliance with the MIF
Compliant Diversion described in Section
2.3.4.1 and 5.3.6; and

J

Complete Construction Requirements. Within five years of starting construction, the permit holder
shall complete construction of the Phase I treatment and transmission facilities for the use of public

Comment [A38]: Does this apply to
the hydropower right or to the WSP water
rights? See comment no. 1 in Cascade’s
comment letter.

water supply and source exchange required in Phase I. The Completion of Construction Form may be
filed once:
e The water treatment plant is completed and the system is physically equipped to treat full
Phase I capacity; and
e A transmission system is available in accordance with the Water System Plan, including
appropriate agreements to use other entities' transmission systems, is in place, and water may
be physically moved.

Proof of Appropriation Requirements. Within 15 years from completion of construction of Phase I,
the permit holder shall submit to Ecology all pertinent information regarding actual use of public
water supply and anticipated future use of public water from Lake Tapps Reservoir under this permit.
Ecology may issue a water right certificate for the quantity of water that has been perfected under the
permit for public water supply and a superseding permit for the remaining quantity of water that is
reasonably projected to be perfected by 2053the date for proof of appropriation for Phase II as public
water supply as provided in the initial permit.

If Ecology finds the projections show that the total quantity of water authorized in the permit for
public water supply will not be perfected by 20653the date for proof of appropriation for Phase II and
good cause is shown to extend the development of the permit-beyond 2053, Ecology shall issue the
superseding permit for a period beyond-2053-not to exceed growth and water use projections te
2063through the end of the two-phase development period or other development schedule approved
by Ecology.

Issuance of a superseding permit will be contingent on the permit holder providing Ecology with
evidence that:
o Entities utilizing project water are in compliance with conservation standards consistent with
the most current state guidelines.
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The permit holder has complied with the conditions and terms of the permit including but not
limited to not diverting water unless the Modified 10(j) minimum ﬂows{qrg available inthe - Tzomment [A39]: Subject to operate

White River, the diversion limits, the MIF Compliant Diversion and Fall Drawdown Plan, RN, e e L 2T
the Modified 10(j) minimum flows...

and the Source Exchange Program 4

. ST . . Comment [A40]: Does this apply to
Actugl use of water and projected demandshlpdlcate the neeq for a superseding permlt. ‘ the hydropower right or to the WSP water
Permit holder has assessed demand for additional future regional water needs, and, if permit rights? See comment no. 1 in Cascade’s
holder deems necessary, has pursued additional water supplies, which may include filing an GG I3
Application for Water Right to address future regional needs.

The superseding permit will include the following:

Updated existing provisions deemed necessary for water management goals, which, by
example, may be water conservation measures and metering requirements.

Revised demand projections and development schedule. Ecology's evaluation will include
but not be limited to a review of the Water System Plan, King and Pierce County boordinated‘g - {Comment [A41]: Do any exist? ]
Water System Plans, updated planning documents such as the Outlook (CPSWSF, 2001), and

the existence of water supply contracts between other water purveyors pertinent to the place

of use, i.e., Source of Alternative Supply Analysis.

Ecology will review the quantities committed to the Source Exchange Program and if

necessary adjust such quantities, not to exceed the maximum quantities currently stated as

available in the Program.

Phase II

The beginning construction date for both phases is the same, as this is the date on which the physical
construction of the water treatment plant and transmission system is to have begun. The Beginning
Construction form filed with Ecology shall address both construction phases.

Pre-Development Requirements. Prior to beginning with the Phase II design, the permit holder shall

file with Ecology an updated list of utilities participating in the Source Exchange Program, including
evidence that individual water system plans include provision for participation.

Complete Construction Requirements. The Completion of Construction form may be filed once:

The water treatment plant is completed and the system is physically equipped to treat full
Phase I and Phase II capacity; and

A transmission system is available in accordance with the Water System Plan, including
appropriate agreements to use other entities' transmission systems, is in place, and water may
be physically moved.

Begin Use of Water Date. Use of Phase II water may begin if the permit holder has provided written

evidence to Ecology that:

Entities utilizing project water are in compliance with conservation standards consistent with
the most current State guidelines.

The Source Exchange Program, as approved by the Ecology, is being complied with and shall
be complied with as required for Phase II.

Permit conditions are being complied with, including butnetlimited-to-not diverting water
unless }the Modified 10(j) minimum flows;- are available in the White River, }the diversion - T:omment [A42]: Subject to operate

limits, and the MIF Compliant Diversion and the Fall Drawdown Plan. under within the flow constraints listed'in
the Modified 10(j) minimum flow.

Proof of Appropriation Requirements. Proof of Appropriation must be demonstrated on or before

December31,2053beforethebefore the date for proof of appropriation in the two phase development
schedule or other development schedule approved by Ecology , or as provided in the superseding
permit. A water right certificate may be issued for that quantity of Phase II Water applied to full
beneficial use as of that date. The water shall be considered fully utilized based on the instantaneous

&9
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withdrawal rate for a maximum day (QI) and the average rate for at least one month (QA) unless
otherwise agreed to by the permit holder and Ecology.

5.2.2 Grounds for Extensions of Construction Schedule

The issuance of this water right permit does not constitute a reservation of public water, as provided
for under Chapter 173-590 WAC. In issuing this water right permit, it is the intent of the Department
of Ecology to allocate adequate water for the purposes of supplying a-the projected 2053-demand of
the population anticipated to be located within the Central Puget Sound place of use through the end
of the development schedule. The permit holder is responsible for filing for additional water rights to

meet any additional water supply needs-beyond2053.

Consideration of any extensions shall require a showing of good cause. Given the length of the
development schedule and other factors, it is critical that project tasks and deadlines be timely
completed and that any extensions be minimized and well- justified. Factors that Ecology will
consider in any future applications for extension shall include but not be limited to:
e The efforts made to accomplish the task for which extension is sought;
e The extent to which the project and project tasks have overall been completed;
e The most current information on future supply and demand;
e The extent to which the task cannot be completed due to reasons beyond the control of the
applicant which reasonably could not have been anticipated to avoid the delay; and
e The permit holder’s ability to obtain commitments to convey and purchase specific volumes
of water.

5.3 Other Provisions and Conditions

5.3.1 Subject to Existing Rights. This authorization to make use of public water granted by the
State of Washington is subject to existing water rights, including any existing rights held by
the Tribes or the United States for the benefit of Tribes under treaty or settlement.

5.3.2 Combined Diversion not to Exceed Limits. The combined instantaneous diversion of water
from the White River for municipal water supply under this authorization and under the rights
PSE-the permit holder claims under claim no. 160822 shall not exceed the limits established
for additional purposes under the change decision in the claim; however, in the event that
hydropower use is restarted, the combined diversion limit shall be 2,000 cfs, subject to all
other conditions of this authorization.

for public water supply. The State Board of Health rules require public water supply owners (2 e et for 3 s

to obtain written approval from the Office of Water Supply, Department of Health, 1112 SE
Quince Street, PO Box 47890, Olympia, Washington 98504-7890, prior to any new

construction or alterations of a public water supply jsystem, ___ - | Comment [A44]: 3 permits — two
have uses in addition to public supply

5.3.3 Water Use. The water appropriated under MWMheSC applications Lshall beused - ‘{Comment [A43]: Water right includes}

The permit holder shall use water under the claim to (1) support recreation and maintain
water quality to support the recreational uses in Lake Tapps, (2) provide sufficient flow for
the fish screen facility, (3) maintain flow from Lake Tapps to Bowman Creek, (4) provide
flow augmentation pursuant to the Fall Drawdown Plan, and (5) provide water as otherwise
may be required to meet the conditions of this permit. This permit is expressly conditioned
on the use of water under the claim to satisfy the above uses and the conditions of this permit.

5.3.4 Water Right Transfer. If PSE-the permit holder assigns or otherwise transfers any of the
water rights authorized in this permit and/or claim no. 160822, the conditions of this permit
that involve the use of water authorized for use pursuant to claim no. 160822 shall remain
binding on the holder of this permit and the holder of the claim. By accepting the permit
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provided by this decision, PSEthe permit holder agrees that this provision is hereby
incorporated into claim no. 160822 as a condition of the claim as long as this permit
(including any water right based on it) is in existence.

permit shall be subject to the followmg instream flow and ramping rate conditions: within 90
days from the date this decision becomes a final order.

5.3.3a:5a. Instream flows for Diversion. The diversion shall eemply-withonly occur if the
mlnlmum 1nstream ﬂows set forth in Table 20—@9mphame—wﬁh—fhese—&nmmum—ms&eam

o b h 0-da o o o order- are
avallable in the Whlte Rlver )

Table 20 - White River Minimum Instream Flow Requirements of the Water Supply Project

Month Minimum Flow
at Buckley gage
(USGS 12099100)
January 350
February 350
March 350
April 400
May 400
June 400
July 500
August 500
September 500
October 500
November 385/350
December 350

5.3.3b:5b. Ramping Rates for Diversions. Diversions from the White River shall comply
with the ramping rates set forth in Table 21. Down-ramping restrictions for diversions from
the White River shall apply when flows are 2,000 cfs or less above the diversion dam as
measured at the White River near Buckley gage (USGS 12098500). The diversions from the
White River shall not cause or contribute to a reduction in flow below the diversion dam as
measured at the White River gage below the diversion dam at Buckley (USGS 12099100) or
other location as identified by Ecology of 50 percent or more in a given 24 hour period

1

Comment [A45]: Ramping rates for
tailrace flows are also listed below.
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5.3.6

5.3.7

53.8

53.9
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Table 21 - Ramping Requirements

Season Daylight Rates Night Rates
February 16 to June 15 No Ramping 2 inches / hour
June 16 to October 31 1 inch / hour 1 inch / hour
November 1 to February 15 2 inches / hour 2 inches / hour
Daylight is defined as one hour before sunrises to one hour after sunset.
Ramping rate shall be calculated at least once every 15 minutes.

5.3.3e-5c. Ramping Rates for Tailrace Releases—ReleasesFlows. Outflows from Lake
Tapps through the tailrace shall comply with the ramping rates in Table 21 whenever
Puyallup River flows as measured at the Puyallup River at Puyallup gage (USGS 12101500)
are 2,500 cfs or less.

MIF Compliant Diversion. Buringln order to mitigate projected MIF shortfalls at the
Puyallup River at Puyallup gage (USGS 12101500), the diversionfromthe White River
permit holder shall be—reéueed—t&develop an operatlng protocol for dlversmns from the White
River to the extentne ; - ERESET ntainedLake
Tapps Reservoir, for review and approval by Ecology—te—msufehmﬂ—dwefs&eﬁ—frem—me
White Riverso-that projected MIE shortfalls-are predietedredueed. The protocol shall
incorporate appropriate stream flow gauging and modeled water travel time to estimate when
diversions should be reduced to provide additional flow at the Puyallup gauge. Modeling
(using historic data) should indicate that the protocol predicts MIF shortfalls with a false
negative error rate of fess-than-10 percent or less. The MIF Compliant Diversion mitigation
element shall begin when water is first withdrawn from Lake Tapps for the municipal water

supply.

Fall Augmentation. For the purpose of avoiding potential adverse effect to spawning fish
during the Fall, when the Puyallup River flow is projected to be below the MIF in October,
the releaseoutflows from Lake Tapps through the tailrace shall be at least the lesser of 50 cfs
or the amount necessary to meet the MIF. When the Puyallup River flow is projected to be
below the MIF during the fall drawdown period, the releaseoutflows from Lake Tapps shall
be at least the lesser of 300 cfs or the amount necessary to meet the MIF. The fall drawdown
period is defined as November 1 until the reservoir reaches winter low pool. Fall
Augmentation shall begin when water is first withdrawn from Lake Tapps for the municipal

water supply. ‘ _ - 1 Comment [A46]: Does this apply to
the hydropower right or to the WSP water
rights? See comment no. 1 in Cascade’s

Land Conservation. PSE will te-censerveprovide for the conservation land owned by PSE comment letter.

in the White River watershed as an element of the water supply project application process as
described in Section 2.3.4.3.—

Notice of Foreseeable Noncompliance. If the permit holder and/or hydropower operator
anticipates future-noncomphanece-with-the-diversion of water when the minimum instream
flow for the Reservation Reach is not available in the White River, or anticipates future
noncompliance with the MIF Compliant Diversion or Fall Drawdown Plan, and that such
noncompliance cannot be reasonably and feasibly avoided, it shall notify Ecology in writing
as soon as possible prior to the noncompliance. Such notice shall state the reason for the
anticipated noncompliance and identify all efforts to minimize the duration and extent of
noncompliance to the greatest extent reasonable and feasible. Filing of such notice does not
limit Ecology's authority to issue penalties for noncompliance or to take other enforcement
action. Within one week (or such other arrangement accepted by Ecology) of a
noncompliance event, the permit holder and/or hydropower water right claimant shall provide
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Ecology a written report on the noncompliance identifying its extent and duration, any known
impacts, the reasons for the noncompliance, and efforts to minimize the extent and duration.

Water Quality Studies. The permit holder shall perform the following water quality studies:

5.3.10a. Lake Tapps Water Quality Study. Beginning within ene-yeatr-180 days following
Ecology’s approval of the-issuanee-of the-permita Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP) for
the Lake Tapps Water Quality Study (as described in Section 5.3.10c), the permit holder shall
initiate a three-year study of Lake Tapps water quality to evaluate minimum diversions into
and outflows from Lake Tapps that are necessary to maintain water quality in order to support
the recreational uses of Lake Tapps. The Lake Tapps stadyWater Quality Study shall
characterize water quality in the lake, in the disehargeoutflow from the lake, and general
sources of pollution to the lake, with emphasis on nutrients (nitrogen and phosphorus),
temperature, dissolved oxygen, fecal coliform, and nuisance aquatic plants, including algae.
During this study period, diversions up to the 500 cfs cap are only permitted during the
Spring Refill period (March 1* to May 15™) and during planned experimental periods as part
of the water quality study during the remainder of the year. Otherwise, the diversion cap
shall be 375 cfs. This study will form the basis for the Diversion Minimization Plan set forth
in Condition 5.3.11.

5.3.10b. Fairace Bischarge-Study-l ake Tapps Outflow Water Quality Study.
Beginning within ene-year180 days following Ecology’s approval of the issuance-ofthe

permitLake Tapps Outflow Water Quality Study QAPP (as described in Section 5.3.10c¢), the
permit holder shall initiate a three-year study of tail-race-dischargesfromLake Fapps-Lake
Tapps outflow water quality and the adjacentrecetvingwaterLower White River to evaluate
the impact of the diseharge-outflows on the Lower White River, focusing on temperature and
dissolved oxygen during critical flow conditions in mid-to-late summer and early fall.

5.3.10c. Conditions relating to the Lake Tapps and Fairace-DischargelLake Tapps
Outflow Water Quality Studies. AtleastWithin 180 days prierte-commeneingfollowing
issuance of the studiespermit, the apphieantpermit holder shall submit a-Quality Assurance
Project PlanPlans (for guidance on preparing QAPPs, see Ecology Publication No. 04-03-030
[Ecology 2004]) for the Lake Tapps and Lake Tapps Outflow water quality studies to
Ecology for its review and approval. If requested by the permit holder, Ecology will approve
an extension of the Lake Tapps and tatlrace-diseharge Lake Tapps Outflow Water Quality
studies to collect additional data. The study period shall not exceed 5 years. Final reports for
the firstthe Lake Tapps-and-tatlrace-dischargel ake Tapps and Lake Tapps Outflow Water
Quality studies shall be submitted to Ecology within 180 days after the end of the respective
study periods.

Diversion Minimization Plan. Within ene-ear180 days following the-deadline-for
submissien-approval of the final the Lake Tapps water quality study report, the permit holder
shall submit for Ecology’s approval or modification a diversion minimization plan (DMP)
that identifies the minimum diversions from the White River (not to exceed 500 cfs) and
outflows from Lake Tapps that are necessary to maintain water quality to support the
recreational uses in Lake Tapps. The DMP shall provide a schedule for diversions and
outflows. The objective of the DMP is to avoid unnecessary diversions from the White River
for purposes of maintaining lake water quality. Diversions under the plan shall provide an

adequate margin to support the recreational uses of safetyforprotection-of public-health-in
the-waters-of Lake Tapps.
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The plan shall provide for centinning-monitoring of water quality in Lake Tapps and the
disehargeoutflow from the lake to the White River, and provide flexibility for adaptive
management, with approval of Ecology, to respond to new information and circumstances to
achieve the above objective in conformity with the conditions of the permit. Unless a

| different timing is otherwise demonstrated in the water quality study, the diversion -of -500
cfs shall be limited to the Spring Refill period after the conclusion of the water quality study.

| The permit holder may from time to time request -Ecology to approve changes to the
Diversion Minimization Plan in light of new information or circumstances, to the extent that
the existing adaptive management process is unable to provide the needed changes. The plan
and any changes to it will be approved or modified by Order, subject to appeal to the PCHB.
All persons who have commented on the draft of this ROE or participated as parties in an
appeal concerning it will be mailed notice of such Orders.

5.3.12 Water Quality Compliance Plan. Within-one-yearofthe-deadline-forsubmissionlf results
of the Lake Tapps Outflow Water Quality Study indicate that temperature and dissolved

oxygen are not met at the Lower White River as a result of the Failrace Discharge
stadyproject, the permit holder shall submit to Ecology a water quality compliance plan to
achieve the goal of complying with the dissolved oxygen and temperature standards
applicable to the White River at the location of the tailrace within one year following
approval of the final Lake Tapps Outflow water quality study report. The plan shall provide
for an adequate period of monitoring to determine the success of the plan in complying with
the standard. The plan shall be prepared after submittal of a draft copy with opportunity for
comment to the agencies and parties to the 1998 Agreement on the Allocation of the Puyallup
River TMDL Reserve Capacity of Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) and Ammonia, and
NOAA Fisheries, WDFW, PTI and MIT. Upon receipt of the plan, Ecology may issue an
order approving or modifying the plan, and the permit holder shall implement the plan.
However

—53—1—2Tallrace Barrier. —Lf—hydrepewer—wes&med—a&bakﬁapps—and&lf%h&permﬁ—helder

5.3.13 he-deadhne g he &
warranted based on the result of smentlﬁc studles
the permit holder shall 1nstall a tallrace barrier to minimize attraction and block entry of
migrating fish to the tailrace discharge. Prior to construction, PSEthe permit holder shall
consult with WDFW and NOAA Fisheries with respect to the design of the facility.

5.3.14 TFailracePowerhouse Leakage. To the extent practical, the permit holder will step
allminimize leakage from the releasestrueture-on-thereserveir—former White River
Hydroelectric powerhouse beginning not later than when water is first withdrawn from Lake

Tapps for munlclpal water supply purposes - e permitbokderhatbiserrpproachee

777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777 _ -1 Comment [A47]: Does this apply to

| 5.3.15 Fish Screens. Within-twe-yearsof the issuance of the permit and priosPrior to the use of any (it iyl it o (i fie WRIP velisr

rights? See comment no. 1 in Cascade’s
new intake structures, the permit holder shall install fish screens on any water withdrawal Cfmmem letter.

| structure if required and warranted based on the result of scientific studies. The design for
such screens shall be approved by WDFW prior to construction. The permit holder shall
submit to WDFW for approval or modification a plan for operation and maintenance of such
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5.3.17

5.3.18

53.19
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screens and the screens for the existing fish return structure in the canal. Such screens shall
be operated and maintained according to the specifications of the plan approved by WDFW.

Settling Basins. The permit holder shall continue to operate the settling basins near the head
of the diversion canal to protect water quality in Lake Tapps. The permit holder shall not
modify the basins in a manner that substantially reduces treatment (settling) efficiency. Prior
to any modifications, the permit holder shall contact Ecology regarding the need for an
Engineering Report submittal per WAC 173-240, and obtain all necessary permits, including
permits related to Clean Water Act Section 404 if applicable.

Measuring and Reporting Water Use. An approved measuring device shall be installed and
maintained for the Lake Tapps Water Supply diversien-Project withdrawal in accordance
with the rule "Requirements for Measuring and Reporting Water Use", Chapter 173-173
WAC.

—The maximum monthly rate of diversion/withdrawal
and the monthly total volume shall be submltted to Ecology in digital format by January 3 1st
of each calendar year. Data shall be recorded datlysedaily so that Ecology isrequiring
submittal-ef daily-meter readingstomay collect seasonal information for water resource

planning, management and compliance.

The following information shall be included with each submittal-efwateruse-data: owner,
contact name if different, mailing address, daytime phone number, WRIA,
Permit/Certificate/Claim No., source name, annual quantity used including units, maximum
rate of diversion including units:

1. Monthly meter readings including units;
Peak monthly flow including units;
Department of Health WFI water system number and source number(s);
Purpose of use; and
Open channel flow or pressurized diversion.

nhwn

Ecology personnel, upon presentation of proper credentials, shall have access at reasonable
times, to the records of water use that are kept to meet the above conditions, and to inspect at
reasonable times any measuring device used to meet the above conditions.

Conservation. Issuance of this permit is subject to the implementation of the minimum
requirements established in the Conservation Planning Requirements, Guideline and
Requirements for Public Water Systems Regarding Water Use Reporting, Demand
Forecasting Methodology, and Conservation Programs, July 1994, and as revised.

Under RCW 90.03.005 and 90.54.020(6), conservation and improved water use efficiency
must be emphasized in the management of the State's water resources, and must be
considered as a potential new source of water. Accordingly, as part of the terms of this water
rightpermit, the applieantpermit holder shall prepare and implement a water conservation
plan approved by WDOH. The standards for such a plan may be obtained from either
WDOH or Ecology.

Source Exchange Program. The permit holder shall fully implement and comply with the
Source Exchange Program (hereafter Program) as follows:
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5.3.19a. Priority Surface Waters.

L.

No later than 5-years-prior-to-the commeneementbeginning of aseconstruction of

water-under-the permit-first phase of the permitheldershall-contribute-$150,000
2006-doHars)yto-Ecology-to-conduet-water supply project, Ecology shall complete a
study for purpose of identifying and ranking by order of biological need Priority

Surface Waters within the POU of the permit that require instream flows/levels to be
increased to achieve healthy harvestable fish runs. The scope of the study shall be
jointly developed by Ecology and the permit holder; however, Ecology may make
final determinations as to the scope of the study in the event of a disagreement. Such
study shall identify the likely periods of time, levels of flow, and other conditions
that would be beneficial. Such study shall be done in consultation with the permit
holder and utilize to the extent appropriate any assistance or information that may be
available from WDFW and the Central Puget Sound Regional Water Resource
Management Program. The permit holder shall contribute $150,000 (2006 dollars) to
Ecology for the costs of conducting this study. To the extent that funds are left over,
Ecology shall apply the money to its evaluation of the Program developed under
Section 5.3.18b below or modifications of the Program developed pursuant to
Sections 5.3.18c or 5.3.18d below. If Ecology determines not to conduct this study:
(1) Ecology shall notify permit holder; (ii) permit holder shall not be required to
provide funding; and (iii) Ecology shall designate Priority Surface Waters as those
identified through the King County Regional Water Supply Planning Process (or
other process mutually acceptable to Ecology and permit holder).

Within one year of receipt of Ecology’s designation of Priority Surface Waters within
the POU of the permit, the permit holder shall prepare and submit to Ecology a
Program for review and acceptance or modification consistent with the terms of these
provisions. Prior to any modification Ecology shall consult with the permit holder.
If Ecology does not accept the Program, or requests modifications to the Program
that are unacceptable to the permit holder, the parties will act in good faith to resolve
their differences. If the permit holder and Ecology are not able to resolve
disagreements about the Program within 30 days of Ecology's decision to not accept
a condition of the Program, either party may request the matter be submitted to a
mutually- selected third-party arbitrator whose decision shall be binding. If the
parties are unable to agree on the selection of the arbitrator within 30 days of the
request for arbitration, each party shall within 30 days select an arbitrator with
technical expertise in the areas in dispute. The two arbitrators shall jointly select a
third person to serve on a three party arbitration panel. If the two arbitrators are
unable to agree upon the third arbitrator within 30 days, either party may request the
Governor's Office to select the third party arbitrator.

The Program shall include identification of utilities that are expected to receive water
under the permit that withdraw water from an aquifer that is in significant hydraulic
continuity with a Priority Surface Water or diverts from a surface water that
influences flow in a Priority Surface Water. Wells and surface water diversions of
the identified utilities shall be grouped by the extent to which modified use or non-
use of such wells or diversions would likely produce biological benefits during times
that flows are insufficient and, based on the results of the Ecology study, identify
flow levels, periods of time, or other conditions which would indicate that source
exchange could provide biological benefits relative to normal operation of those
wells or diversions. Lack of infrastructure and the costs and timing of building any
needed infrastructure may be factored into the grouping.
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In the event the permit holder implements a source exchange project with a utility
expected to receive water under the permit prior to water being put to use under the
permit, continuation of that project shall be considered use of Program Water. The
Program may also contain provisions for utilities within the place of use identified in the
permit to participate in the Program through a Source Exchange Contract with the permit
holder.

5.3.19b. Volume Commitment and Schedule.
1. Program Water will be available during the first full year water is put to use under the
permit or the first full year following Ecology’s acceptance of the Program,
whichever is later, and will be used-available as follows:

4,500 acre-feet shall be made available for source exchange. Within this QA

i) InPhase I, up to 8-MGD peak supply (QI) or a total annual volume (QA) bf - Tzomment [A48]: Are the QA and QI

MGD and Acre feet?

terms being used properly with the mix of

limit, the permit holder shall achieve during Phase I a minimum level of
actual source exchange at the lesser of 4 MGD peak supply for utilities
within the POU of the permit or the level of need identified in the Program
for peak supply of utilities that are expected to receive water under the permit
in that calendar year. Source exchange water shall be provided based upon
the priority of wells and surface water sources set forth in the Program in
order to maximize biological benefits.

ii) Following the completion of construction of Phase II, up to +6an additional 8
MGD peak supply (QI) or aan additional total annual volume (QA) of
+50006,500 acre-feet shall be available for source exchange (for a Phase I
plus Phase II total available peaksapphypeak supply (QI) of 16 MGD and
total annual volume (QA) of 11,000 acre feet). Within this QA limit, upon
the commencement of Phase II, the permit holder shall thereafter achieve a
minimum level of actual source exchange at the lesser of 8 MGD peak
supply for utilities within the POU of the permit or the level of need
identified in the Program for peak supply of utilities that are expected to
receive water under the permit in that calendar year. Source exchange water
shall be provided based upon the priority of wells and surface water sources
set forth in the Program to maximize biological benefits.

iii) If the minimum peak supply source exchange levels required in paragraphs i
and ii above are not met for the preceding calendar year, the permit holder
may not in the subsequent year further increase the instantaneous (QI) or
annual use (QA) of water for public water supply (excluding source
exchange) beyond the highest levels of instantaneous or annual use for public
water supply achieved under the permit in a year in which the minimum
source exchange levels were met. This provision does not limit any authority
Ecology may have to authorize use of additional water for public water
supply or to issue penalties or seek injunctive or any other available relief to
enforce these provisions or other provisions of the permit.

2. Program Water (11,000 acre-feet annually) will be "reserved" for the Program.

3. During the superseding permit process as described in the Development Schedule,
Ecology may review and adjust the quantities committed to the Program, although
the maximum quantities available and minimum levels of use stated above in
paragraph 1.i shall not be increased.
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5.3.19c. Reporting. By January 31 following the first year in which Program Water is used
(and annually thereafter), the permit holder shall provide a report to Ecology that includes:

1. Program status, including compliance with commitments in prior calendar year,
participants, wells/surface waters affected, quantities and periods of well and surface
water use avoided, etc.

2. Evaluation of Program success in providing maximum biological benefits; and

3. Recommendations for modifications to the Program.

5.3.19d. Modifications to the Program. In addition to the annual report, the permit holder
may at any time submit to Ecology written recommendations for modification of the
Program. Ecology shall review any recommended modifications to the Program and accept,
deny, or modify upon consultation such recommendations within 90 days of receipt thereof.
Ecology may initiate any modifications to the program after written notice to and consultation
with the permit holder, if Ecology determines that such modifications are necessary to fully
implement the above provisions. If Ecology denies, or amends the recommended
modifications in a manner that is unacceptable to the permit holder, the parties will act in
good faith to resolve their differences. If necessary, the parties will submit their differences
to third-party arbitration as provided in Section 5.3.19a.2.

5.3.20 |Other Monitoring and Reporting Requirements. The permit holder shall comply with
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additional monitoring and reporting requirements as follows:

5.3.20a. MIF CemphantComplaint Diversion Documentation. After the diversion from
Lake Tapps for municipal supply purposes is initiated , the permit holder shall submit
documentation to Ecology every 5 years to demonstrate through modeling utilizing the
previous 5 years stream flow data, that teelthe protocol for projecting MIF shortfalls at the

Puyallup River at Puyallup gage (USGS 12101500) is-meeting-the-performanee
standardpredicts MIF shortfalls with a false negative error rate of tess-than-10 percent false

negative-crrorrateor less.

5.3.20b. Streamflow Monitoring. Within two years of the issuance of the permit, the
permit holder shall submit to Ecology a plan to install, operate, maintain, and report from
streamflow gages necessary to monitor the instream flows and staff gages to monitor the
ramping rates required by this permit. The plan shall describe the method of collecting and
recording the flow and ramping rate data, and include a provision for periodically providing
that data to Ecology, WDFW, NOAA Fisheries, USFWS, USGS, the Puyallup Tribe of
Indians, and Muckleshoot Indian Tribe. The permit holder shall prepare the plan after
providing a draft and opportunity to comment to Ecology, WDFW, NOAA Fisheries,
USFWS, USGS, the Puyallup Tribe of Indians and Muckleshoot Indian Tribe. The plan shall
be implemented, including installation and operation of all gages, within one year after
approval of the plan by Ecology.

Chapter 173-173 WAC describes the requirements for data accuracy, device installation and
operation, and information reporting. It also allows a water user to petition Ecology for
modifications of some of the requirements. Installation, operation and maintenance
requirements are enclosed as a document entitled "Water Measurement Device Installation
and Operation Requirements."

5.3.20c. Annual Mitigation Summary Report. On an annual basis the permit holder shall
submit to Ecology a report summarizing and documenting compliance with the various
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mitigation elements included as conditions of this permit, including but not limited to the
diversion minimization plan. L

6.0 FINDINGS OF FACT AND DECISION
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Upon reviewing the above report, I find all facts, relevant and material to the subject
application, have been thoroughly investigated. Furthermore, I find water is available for
appropriation and the appropriation as recommended is a beneficial use and will not be
detrimental to existing rights or the public welfare.

Therefore, | ORDER a permit be issued under Surface Water Application Number
S2-29934, subject to existing rights and the recommended conditions and provisions above,
(Section 5 in its entirety), to allow appropriation of public surface water within the place of

use and at the point of diversion proposed in this application.

The statutory permit fee for this application is $600.00.

Signed at Olympia, Washington, this day of , 2006.

Thomas Loranger
Water Resources Supervisor
Southwest Regional Office

Comment [A49]: Does this apply to
the hydropower right or to the WSP water
rights? See comment no. 1 in Cascade’s
comment letter.
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Table 1. Summary of Lake Tapps Water Right Monitoring Features

White River Lower White River
Stream Gages Below AF: ;:;vsirg%?:f Below Confluence
Diversion Dam with Tailrace Canal

Flow X i —

Water Quality
(Temperature and
Dissolved Oxygen)

X

X

Table 2. Summary of Lake Tapps Water Rights Conditions Schedule

Condition

When Water
Right Issued

When WSP Placed
into Service

New Monitoring (Gaging) Stations
(Existing Stations Remain)

On Issuance

Flowline Sediment Settling and

Handling Facilities

On Issuance

Existing Fish Screens and Fish

Bypass Pipeline

On Issuance

Powerhouse Leakage

Use Existing
System

New System when
WSP In Service

Lake Tapps Intake Fish Screens

Only if
warranted

Tailrace Canal Barrier

Only if
warranted




Lake Tapps Water Right DROE
Suggested Schedule for Water Right Permit Holder Water Quantity and Water Quality Conditions

Number|Section | Description | Trigger
1 5.3.5a |Instream Flows for Diversion WRI ||
2 5.3.5b |Ramping Rates for Diversion WRI [
3 5.3.5c |Ramping Rates for Tailrace Releases WRI |}
4 5.3.6 |MIF Compliant Diversion WSP
Fall Augmentation
3.7 X WSP
5 53 (Up to 50 cfs during October) S [GAPP]
Lake Tapps Water Right Water Quality Study 7
6 5.3.10 (Combines Sections 5.3.10a - ¢) Note 1 v :l v e’ epor
Diversion Minimization Plan
7 311 Note 2
53 (Based on results of 5.3.10) ote v
Water Quality Compliance Plan
8 5312 (If needed based on results of 5.3.10) Note 2 v
9 5.3.13 |Potential Tailrace Barrier Note 3
10 5.3.14 |Powerhouse Leakage WSP
11 5.3.15 |Potential Lake Tapps Intake Fish Screens Note 3
12 5.3.16 |Settling Basins WRI
13 5.3.20a |MIF Compliant Diversion Documentation WSP
14 5.3.20b |Streamflow Monitoring Note 1 I Plan ' [
15 5.3.20c_[Annual Mitigation Summary Report WSP VYV VY
TIME
7777] = Required Element T A
V  =Submital
WRI = Water Right Issued (Final Order) WSP
Water Right Issued I .
WSP = Water Supply Project (In Service) AN

Notes
1: Following reasonable period after water right issuance
2: Following reasonable period after completion of the Lake Tapps Water Right Water Quality Study
3: Eliminated or installed if justified based on the results of scientific assessment



